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Art.I. The Rural Oceconomy of York/bire; comprizing the Manage- 
ment of landed Eftates, and the prefent Practice of Hufbandry ia 
the agricultural Diftriéts of that County. By Mr. Marfhall. 8vo. 
2 Vols. 12s. Boards. Cadell. 1788. 


E congratulate the Public on the eatly appearance of 
another performance on the rural ceconomy of di/frié?s 

in England by Mr. Marfhall. In our account of the Rural 
Oeconomy of Norfolk *, we gave a general fketch of the author’s 
plan, and the manner of his executing his truly interefting 
work ; and it is only here neceflary to recall to the Reader’s re- 
collection, that Mr. Marfhall profeffes to give a diftinét account 
of the practice of agriculture, and the general management of 
land, in the different provincial diftri€ts which he may felec 
for that purpofe, rather than a didaétic performance on the fub- 
je& ;—without, however, precluding himfelf from making fuch 
obfervations, tending to improve that practice, as may occur. 
We think this plan, if executed with due caution, cannot fail 
of proving highly beneficial to the interefts of agriculture, by the 
diflemination of ufeful knowlege :—which muff, in the natural 
— of things, conduce to the general advantage of the king~ 

om. 

The author has now felected the diftri€&t of Pickering, neat 
Scarborough, in the north-eaft corner of Yorkfhire, as the par- 
ticular fcene of his obfervations. This is a fertile vale, of con- 
derable extent; its largeft diameter being about 35 miles in length, 
and its width about 12, including in its area, and the culti- 
vated lands on its banks, about 300 fquare miles, or 200,000 
acres. It is bounded on the north by a great extent of high 
ground, called the Eaffern Morelands; on the fouth, by a fill 
more extenfive tract of lower chalky hills, called the Wo/ds; on 
the we/t, by fome irregular rifing grounds that feparate it from 
the great vale of York; and on the ea/f?, by a narrow ridge of 
high land, between it and the fea, to the fouthward of Scarbo- 
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* See Review for Auguft 1787. 
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rough. Mr. M. fays it is © a /ake left dry by nature: a bafon 
formed by eminences on every fide, fave one narrow outlet of 
the waters collected within its area, and upon the adjacent hills, 
Nature, perhaps, never was fo near forming a lake without 
finifhing the defign. A dam of inconfiderable length acrofs the 
Derwent, near Malton, would deluge the entire vale, and the 
firft paflage of the waters would, in all probability, be down the 
fea cliffs which are its eaftern boundary.’ ‘To render intelli- 
gible the geography of this diftrict, our author, always attentive 
to whatever may convey real information, has illuftrated his 
work by two elegant maps :—the firft, a general bird’s-eye view 
of all Yorkfhire ; in which the feveral hills and dales, and other 
irregularities of furface, are diftinétly delineated :—the fecond, | 
a‘plain unfhaded outline-map of the vale of Pickering, with its 
feveral towns and villages, and the rivers and rivulets which 
water the vale, as they defcend from the high grounds that fur- 
round it; all diftinétly marked, and traced through their fmaller 
ramifications. How frequently have we occafion to regret the 
want of fuch aids, when accompanying an entertaining trae 
veller or inftructive hiftorian ; many of whofe moft interefting 
defcriptions are rendered, in fome meafure, obfcure and unin- 
telligible to the greateft part of their readers, becaufe of this 
omiffion ! 

The gencral outlet for the water of this vale is through the 
channel of the Derwent, whofe ftream is augmented by the 
junction of the Rye, a little before it iffues from the vale. Thefe 
two rivers move with a flow and fluggifh courfe along the bot- 
tom ofthe vale: the Derwent from eaft to weft, and the Rye 
~ an oppofite direction, receiving the fmaller ftreams from either 
ide. 

* As a proof of the general flatnefs of the vale, the waters of the 
Rye are four or five days in pafling from Hemiley to Malton (about 
fourteen miles): and thofe of the Derwent not lefs than a week in 
moving from Ayton (about fifteen miles) to the fame general out- 
Tet. Itis highly probable, that in a ftate of nature a principal part , 
of the vale was fubje&t to be overflowed. Even now, fince rivers 
have been cut, and embankments made, extenfive fields of water are 
{till to be feen in times of floods; not, however, through natural 
neceflity, but for want of farther exertions of art. By increafing 
embankments, and by removing obftructions natural and artificial *, 
the rivers, in their higheft {well, might be kept within due bounds.’ 

The acclivity rifes on either fide with a gentle flope, and dif- 
plays an ample fcene of hanging fields around the flat. Such 
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* The cataract mill-dam acrofs the Derwent at Old Malton is 2 
public nuifance, which refleéts difgrace ‘on every man of property in 
sg ale, Ts appears as if intended to fnith what nature has left en- 
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in general are the outlines of the theatre to which Mr. Marfhall’s 
obfervations are principally confined, His remarks are arranged 
under general heads, nearly the fame with thofe we enumerated 
in the article of the Norfolk ceconomy, and which it is unne~ 
ceflary here to repeat. We muft now content ourfelves with a 
general view of fuch particulars only, as feem requifite to give 
our readers fome juft notions of the ftate of agriculture in that 
art of the country now under conffderation, 

This fequeftred vale, being at a diftance from all thorough- 
fare roads, and feldom vifited by flrangers, and being generally 
occupied by {mall proprietors, or yeomanry, has undergone per- 
haps fewer alterations [and the people have preferved more of 
their ancient cuftoms, and primeval fimplicity of manners] than 
moft other diftricts of the fame extent and fertilicy. Large 
eftates, we are told, are here rare; extenfive farms are ftill per- 
haps more feldom to be met with: and we have not heard of the 
feat of a fingle perfon of ample fortune within the vale. Thefe 
peculiarities, if they tend to give a check to the prevalence of 
diffipation, and the extravagance of luxury, have, at the fame 
time, a tendency to repre(s a fpirit of general enterprife and pub~ 
lic improvement. Though it perhaps may ftimulate to indi- 
vidual induftry, it rather difcourages general exertion. A few men 
of influence can be more eafily brought to unite in promoting 
any public meafure, than a great number of individuals, who, 
though in independent circumftances, can feldom be brought to 
judge liberally concerning any general meafure of public utility 
that may be fuggefted. Accordingly, in the divifion of come 
mons, and in fome other public undertakings, where the inte- 
reft of many was at ftake, our author apprehends that they have 
ftrangely neglected to attend to it in time, fo that the public in- 
tereft has been facrificed to private machinations. 

Another confequence of this arrangement (ftill lefs favour- 
able to Mr. M.’s plan) is, that great exertions in agriculture, 
and extenfive undertakings by individuals, fimilar to what he 
remarked in Norfolk, have been more rare in- this diftriét. 
Hence it has happened, that in fpite of his care to avoid it, the 
prefent work is much more of a didaétic, and lefs of a defcriptive; 
nature, than the former.—In furveying the different objects that 
come before him, he fo frequently finds that the practice of the 
diftri@ falls fo far fhort of his idea of perfe€tion, that he could 
not avoid, in regiftering their methods, to fuggeft improve- 
ments; the regifter, therefore, is here, in many cafes, little 
more than a text, which furnifhes matter for an ample commen- 
tary. 

We do not remark thefe particulars with a view to depreciate 


the work, but to give a juft idea of it. In every cafe where an- 


pening occurred, the ingenious author has done ample juftice 
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to the exertions and enterprifes of his countrymen *, and hag 
placed them in the beft point of view. 

In this diftri@, grazing, rather than the raifing of corn-crops, 
is the principal objeét of the hufbandman’s attention. It js 
therefore in what relates to the management of grafs-land, rather 
than the culture of grain, that practical obfervations come to be 
regiftered ; and as fprings are here fcarce, they have adopted 
fome very ingenious devices for making rain-water, alone, an. 
fwer all the purpofes of domeftic ceconomy that deferve to be 
generally known. The following is Mr. Marthall’s account of 
their manner of making cifterns : 

‘ In this diftri€t, in which water cifterns are growing into general 
ufe, efpecially in upland fituations, I have feen an inftance where 
the dwelling-houfe alone affords more than a fufficiency of water for 
every ufe of the family. Nor is it the conveniency of having a con- 
itant fupply of water always at hand, which conftitutes the utility of 
water cifterns. Rain water, preferved in quantity under ground, is 
pore and palatable in a fuperior degree ; cool in fummer, and warm 
in winter. Itis particularly grateful to cattle; efpecially when they 
are ill: and it is highly probable that, asa menftruum of aliment 
in general, it is the molt whole/ome water. 

‘ The fAtuation of a water ciftern is generally under the kitchen, 
or in a vacant corner of the yard, near the kitchen door. 

* The form of water cifterns is various. The deeper they are funk, 
the better they preferve the water. The cube is perhaps the moft 
convenient figure ; but a double cube would perhaps keep water bet- 
ter. A ciftern nine feet cubical would contain twenty-feven cubical 
yards, or about fixty + wine hogfheads of water. 

‘ The materials of water cifterns in this diftrict are clay, bricks, 
and tarras. 

‘ The methed of making has lately received a confiderable improve. 
ment. When the art was lefs known than it is at prefent, an irre- 
gular hole was dug ; the determinate figure of the ciitern being given 
by the walls; behind which the clay was rammed. Now, the intended 
form of the ciitern when finifhed 1s given to the excavation ; whofe 
fides are {guared and plummed with the exaétnefs with which a wall 
is carried up. On this wall-like face of the excavation the clay is 
laid plafer-wife, with a trowel, coat over coat, two or three inches 
thick ; and againft this firm even face of plaftering the brick work is 
raifed. The bottom is, or ought to be, in all cafes, bedded with 
three or four inches thick of ftrong clay, beaten into a fmooth even 
wax-like fubflance. On this flooring of clay a double floor of brick 
is Jaid ; and on the margin of this the fide walls are carried up half a 
brick thick. ‘The bricks, 1 believe, are invariably laid in tarras. 


‘ The covering fimilar to that of a well; with a pump, or a roller 
and bucket.’ 





* It appears by feveral paffages in this work, that Mr. Marhhall 
is himfelf a native of this vale. 


+ Should not this have been minety ? 
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The foregoing isa cheap and excellent method of making cif. 
terns, wherever the fub-foil is fo firm as to admit of being cut 
down perpendicularly without falling inwards; but in loofe 
{fands, or incoherent gravel, this mode of procedure could not be 
adhered to. . 

‘ But it is not only with refpect to water for the family that the 
ingenuity of the people of this diftri€t has been exerted. The fur- 
nifhing of water to cattle in the fields has formerly been the caufe of 
much trouble, and has given rife to fome inconvenient cuftoins in 
this vale, and fince inclofures became there more common, thefe in- 
conveniencies were fuch as to induce the inhabitants to try to obtain 
watering-pools for their fields to be filled with rain water, and in 
this attempt they have happily fucceeded. Thefe watering pools 
confift of excavations made in the foil, of a fize and depth propor- 
tioned to the extent of the field which they are intended to fuoply. 
The pool is placed fo as to receive if poflible the warer that runs 
from fome higher ground during rain. They are made ufually of 
acircular form, deepening towards the middle, in the fafhion of 
a flat cone.’ 

But the art of making retentive pools with clay, in J/ooje ab- 
orbent foils, the author obferves, is a recent dilcovery in 
this diftri@ ; in which it has made a rapid progrefs, and 
is now in univerfal practice among farme:s of every clafs. 
There is little difficulty in makiny a pit hold water with clay 
alone, provided it be kept up full to the brim; but when once 
emptied, its retentivenefs is loft. There «re two caufes of 
this lofs,—the cracking of the clay by drought; and its being 
liable, whenever the water fubfides, to be perforated by worms, 
which prefently convert the bafon into a fiitre. It is therefore 
neceffary that thofe two enemies fhould be puarded apaint, 

‘ To guard againft the latter, a cost of lime is fpread under the 
clay ; above it a coat of earth; and over all, a covering of ftone is 
laid, for the double purpofe of guarding againft drought, and for 
preventing the feet of cattle from injuring the clay ; on the proper 
working of which the art principally depends.’ 

Mr. M. then proceeds to defcribe the moft effectual mode of 
completing thefe watering pools, and rendering them ittill more 
commodious than they yet have been; but the account is toa 
long for our limits. 

In a note, he preferves the names of FRANCis and Ropert 
GARDINER, wellediggers and fifh-pond makers, of Driffield, as 
the difcoverers of this and feveral other improvemenis ; and we 
are well pleafed to beftow our tribute of fincere applaufe on 
thefe valuable members of fociety. We always conlider (ie in- 
ventors of ufeful arts as the beft benefactors of mankind, The 
method of conduting water, in what Mr. M, calls artife:ud 
rills, as praGtifed in this diftri@t, is worthy of notice as an 1m 
provement of confiderable utility. 
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The hedges, he obferves, are fuperior to thofe of moft places; 
and he enters into details on that head: but all that occurs here, 
as uncommon, is a practice of planting the thorns fo deep as tg 
have their tops wholly covered by the mold. He thinks thig 
makes them fhoot upright, and not laterally ; but he has reafon 
to believe thar unlefs the covering of mold be very light, not 
exceeding half an inch above the top, it rather does harm than 
good. ‘This is only the practice of an individual, and has not 
yet been generally adopted. 

A fingular natural curiofity in this vale is, the formation of a 
fofil marle, produced by a fpring, at a place called Newton 
Dale Well, the waters of which have been long celebrated for 
their medical virtues, and particularly for forming a fine cold. 
bath. The quantity of calcareous matter which is depofited by 
the ftream that iflues from this well, is fo confiderable, as to 
afford limeftone and marle in abundance to the country around 
it. This is not a very unufual phenomenon, but the circum. 
Stance that appeared to us moft remarkable is, that the water, as 
it iffues from the fpring, is not only ftrongly impregnated with 
calcareous matter, but with iron alfo. This laft is depofited, in 
great quantities, in the form of a rufty ochre, immediately as it 
iffues from the fpring; and as the water flows forward in its 
courfe, it becomes gradually depurated from the iron: fo that, 
not at a great diftance from the fource, it difcovers no traces of 
a chalybeate quality. The calcareous matter, however, being 
more ftrongly fufpended in the water, is depofited only in very 
fmal! quantities near the fource ; and it is not until after the 
iron is almoft let go, that the petrifying quality of the ftream 
becomes remarkable, the water gradually lofing this petrifying 
quality alfo, as it flows on its courfe; till at length, the whole 
of the calcareous matter being depofited, it becomes entirely 
pure, without any mineral impregnation. 

‘ Where the rill (fays Mr. Marfhall) meets with no vegetable 
matter to petrify (or rather to zucru/?), it forms an incrpftation at the 
bottom of its channel, which, in time, being filled to the top, the 
waters overflow, {pread over the flope, and incruft every thing which 
fallsin their way, until having found fome channel (or perhaps ina 
ftate of nature, having reached the face of the rock) they form 
a frefh rill; which being annihilated in the fame manner, the waters 
proceed or return back along the fide of the flope; thus forming, in 
an undiflurbed ftate, a natural cone. 

‘ Where the furface has been free from mofs, or other vegetable 
production, the accumulated matter is wholly calcareous; of a light 
colour, refembling the marl of Norfolk, except in its being dilco- 
Joured, more or lefs, with a chalybeate tinge. Where mofs, liver 
wort, and other vegetables, have been incrufted, a ftone-like fub- 
flance is formed: the former is called maz/, the latter /fone.’ 
Vegetable 
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Vegetable matters inveloped in a calcareous cruft, ufually 
called petrifactions, are found in many places; but as nature 
feldom performs her operations with fo much rapidity as fhe 
does here, we thought the defcription of this extraordinary pro- 
cefs might enable the curious reader to account for many phe- 
nomena of this nature which he may meet with. We are told, 
tha: the {pring here defcribed is fituated about two miles from 
Saitergait Inn, on the road between Pickering and Whitby. 

Among the vermin which deftroy the productions of this vale, 
the author enumerates DOGS, which animals he ftigmatiies as 
extremely pernicious to fociety when they over-abound, not only 
by the dreadful diftrefs produced to the human fpecies and other 
animals by dogs when feized with the canine madne/s *, but alfo 
by the ravages committed by hungry dogs in the fheepfold. * Io 
the courfe of laft winter, he obferves (1786-7), the value of 
fheep worrted -by dogs, in this townfhip alone, was calculated 
at near one hundred pounds. A fmall farmer, whofe entire 
ftock did not amount to more than forty, bad thirteen fheep and 
eleven lambs worried in one night.” We have known many ine 
ftances of fimilar havoc. 

Among the cultivated crops, two are mentioned which are 
not common, viz. Rape, and Tobacco. The firft feems to have 
been long cultivated in the vale on an extenfive plan ; but, unlefs 
it be the peculiar practice of threfhing it here in the field (a prac 
tice that may be confidered rather as acuriofity than as deferving 
imitation), we find nothing new under this head. The culture of 
tobacco was introduced into the vale about the year 1782, where 
it was brought to great perfection, and properly cured in the Vir- 
ginia method, by a perfon who came from that part of America, 
But in the adjoining vale of York, where we are told greater 
quantities were raifed, * the tobacco was feized and burnt. Pe- 
nalties, it is faid, were laid to the amount of thirty thoufand 
pounds.” How often have we occafion to bewail the evils that 
a fhort-fighted attention to finance intails on the country! Were 
this the only inftance that occurs, it might be tolerated, though 
it muft be accounted a peculiar bardfhip; but the attentive ob- 
ferver can fcarcely move a ftep without meeting with ftriking 
cafes where the hand of induftry is ftopt fhort, and the profpe- 





* He takes notice, that fince his obfervations were written, no 
fewer than feven perfons were bitten by one dog, in that fingle towny 
fhip, befide much live ftock. What aggravated the evil was, that 
the owner of the dog knew he had been bit, and fuffered him to go 
loofe. Mr. Marfhall feems to have fome confidence in the practice 
Of worming for preventing the canine madnefs. It is our duty to in- 
form him, and the public, that we ourfelves have had the moft fatif- 
fatory proof of the abfolute izeflicacy of that practice for preventing 


the diforder, 
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rity of the country arrefted by the baneful influence of this des 
ftructive principle, that every thing muft be facrificed to the in- 
terefts of the revenue ! 

In treating of the Potatoe, Mr. M. notices the difeafe 
called curled tops; and though, like all who have yet written on 
that fubjeét, he is unable to account for the malady, or to pre- 
{cribe a particular remedy, yet as he hazards fome remarks on 
the fubje&, we will mention them, for the obfervation of others, 
For as we confider the general introduction of the potatoe cul- 
ture as one of the greateft modern improvements in agriculture, 
and capable of being much extended, could this diforder be ob- 
viated, every thing that tends toward that point is doubtlefs of 
great national importance. 

The author is inclined to believe ¢ that this difeafe has rifen 
from too long a continuance of declining varieties.’ We do not 
fully underftand what is meant by declining varieties; but we 
kuow, that in many diftris, where a new kind was never reared 
from feeds, and where few new forts have been at all introduced, 
the diforder of curled tops has never been known. He adds, * it 
appears to be an eftablifhed opinion here, by fome years experi- 
ence, that fre/h varieties raifed from feed, are not liable to that 
difeafe.” This opinion too, we have good reafon to believe, is 
not well founded; as we have known potatoes very much af- 
fected by thot « ieafe in the third, if not the fecond, year after 
they were raifed trom the feeds. 

¢ This oifeate made its appearance fome years ago, with more 
or lefs effc&, in, I believe, every part of the kingdom.’ We 
have juft faid, that, in fome parts of the kingdom, the difeafe is 
not yet known. ‘* Jn fome parts its continuance was fhort; its 
effe&ls have ceafed ; and are now almoft forgotten.” This is, to 
us, anew fact. Is it certain? Where are the diftriéts that are 
in this predicament? It would be of great confequence to be 
informed of the fteps that were taken to eradicate the difeafe ; 
for the following inftances do not appear fatisfactory: * In one 
inftance, which I may have occafion to mention hereafter’ [but 
which we have not been able to find] * its removal was, in all 
probability, owing to the introduction of new varieties.” We 
regret that this cafe was not more particularly noticed. © The 
diftri€t under furvey furnifhes a remarkable inftance refpeCting 
this difeafe. The Adorelands are at prefent in a manner free from 
it ;’-— Were thefe Morelands ever much infefted with it ?—* while 
the vale is {till in fome degree infected with it. Plants procured 
from the Morelands remain free from it in the vale the fir year ; 
but being continued, become liable to the difeafe.?’ From the 
Joofe manner in which this paflage is worded, we fhould fufpeé 
Mr, M. depended on the information of others for the faéts, ra- 

ther than on his own obfervation. We need scarcely remind a 
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man of his experience, of the inaccurate manner in which people 
in general attend to facts of this kind, and of the decifive cer- 
tainty with which they fometimes {peak about matters they do 
not know. 

‘ The difeafe of curled tops is feldom obvious at the firft coming 
up of the plants; but attacks them as they advance in fize; the en- 
tire top becoming dwarfifh and fhrivelled, as if affected by drought, 


or loaded with infeéts.’ 
Our obfervations do not entirely accord with thofe of Mr. M. 


in this inftance. Curled potatoes have difcovered themfelves to 
us as foon as they appeared above ground; and though they do 
indeed fooner decay than others, and are more dwarfifh, they are 
from the beginning readily difcernable. 

‘ They neverthelefs live *, and increafe, though flowly, in fize + ; 
but the roots are unproductive {. Some crops have been almoft 
wholly deitroyed by this difeafe. 

« Where the attack has been partial §, weeding out the difeafed 
plants, as they failed, 7s faid to have had a good effect. And, it 7s 
yatd, the Moreianders got rid of the difeafe through this means.’ 

We regret that, in a matter of fo much confequence, our 
aufhor h&dnot been at more pains to afcertain this fact: © it is 
faid,’ is but a very flender authority. 

The people in this diftri@ cultivate this crop with fomie-de- 

ree of fuccefs; but their pra€tice has nothing in it very re- 
markable. Mr. M. with great propriety, recommends it as a 
crop peculiarly valuable on clean rich foils. 

.His obfervations on the liming of grafs-land—on the ma- 
nagement of after-grafs--on the turning out horfes to grafs—on 
the choice and management of mares—on the points of cattle 
(i.e. the marks by which their valuable qualities can be diftin- 
guifhed)—on butter—on the rearing of calves—on the care of 
ewes and lambs—-on the management of bees, &c. though they 
are for the moft part didactic hints, rather than a regilter of the 
experience of the country; and though they will not afford 
much information to thofe who have made any confiderable pro- 
grefs in thefe particular departments of rural ceconomics, will 
yet be read with pleafure by thofe who are not to far advanced, 
and aftord them much ufeful information, The fame may be 


—<——— me eee + 








* Yes, for a fhort time. 

+ The bulbs increafe at the beginning of the feafon as faft as 
others, and perhaps falter, but they ftop much fooner in their pro- 
grefs than thofe that are not affected by the difeafe. 

} Here the meaning is notobvious. We believe the po‘atoes pro- 
duced from curled plants always vegetate in the next year, and proe 
cuce fruit of their own kind. Probably the author meant to fay, that 
curled plants generally yield a {mall produce, which certainly is the 
caie. 

§ Is it not fuch in almoft every cafe? 
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faid of his account of the Morelands, and his hints for their 
improvement, which are ingenious fketches, when confidered 
as written by a man who has had little experience in that line 
of agriculture; but not to be relicd on as the refult of experi. 
mental knowlege. 

On the whole, though this work difcovers great abilities, 
acutenefs, and ingenuity, accompanied with becoming modefty, 
yet, as it contains a more fcanty regifter of facts, the refult of 
eftablifhed practice in agriculture, than is to be met with in the 
author’s Oceconomy of Norfolk, it wili not, we fear, be accounted 
fo generally interefting ; yet that it is a valuable addition to our 
ftock of agricultural knowlege, no candid perfon, who has 

erufed it with attention, wil] deny. 

The work concludes with a Gloflary of provincial words and 
phrafes, which is much fuller than that for Norfolk ; this, we 
think, conttitutes a valuable part of the performance. There 
is alfo a General Index ; an appendage, without which, no work, 
that is not calculated merely tor amufement, can ever be reckone 


complete. Aa. hn 


Arr. JI. The Hiffory and Philofcphy of Fudaifm, or a critical and 
philofophical Analyfis of the Jewilh Religion. By Duncan Shaw, 
D.D. one of the Miniflers of Aberdeen. 8vo. 6s. Boards. 
Elliot and Co. 1787. 





T is obferved by Lord Barrington, in his MWifcelianea Sacra, 

that ** Chriftianity is but the laft link in a chain of truth, 
which confifls of feveral others; and he that would pretend to 
fhew a chain of truth, muft fhew not one Jink only, but feve- 
ral; and fhew that they are linked with the firft, and with one 
another.” <A fentiment like this is faid to have fuggefted the 
defign of the prefent performance ; for, fays this author, I have 
often thought that in the many defences which have been of- 
fered of Chriftianity, too little attention has been paid to the 
doctrines and religion of the Old Teltament. He was alfo 
farther prompted to this undertaking by obferving the difrefpe&- 
ful manner in which David Hume had {poken of the Jewith re- 
Jigion. Confidering the confequences to which an attack on 
Jadaifm leads, Dr. Shaw exprefles his aftonifhment that there 
have not been greater exertions to expofe the unfair meafures 
employed by its adverfaries. Together with Hume, Tindal 
alio, and Voltaire, and Bolingbroke efpecially (from whofe works 
there- are feveral quotations), fall under this writer’s examina- 
tion. 

Dr, Shaw’s aftonifhment arifes from a worthy fentiment, and 
may not be wholly without juft reafon; yet we muft remark, that 
while the caufe of Chriftianity has been ably fultained againf 
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jts opponents, that of Judaifm, fo nearly and_neceflarily con- 
nected with it, has not by any means been neglected. In proof 


of which, we might in general refer to ‘Dr. Leland’s View of 


Deiftical Writers, or more particularly, among other works of the 
kind, to Letters of certain Jews to Monfieur de Voltaire; tranf- 
lated by the Rev. Philip Lefanu*. Itis true, that the innuen- 
dos and reflections occafionally and freely difperfed by Mr. Hume 
on the fubjeét, may not, all of them, have obtained a diftinct 
animadveriion; but when it is confidered that writers of this 
ftamp do little more than revive that kind of objection and far- 
cafm which has already received a fufficient reply, it will not 
be thought wonderful that filence has been fo much obferved. 

There is »!fo a volume, that was publifhed near forty years 
ago, ** On the Ritual of the Hebrew Worfhip,” by the late Dr. 
Lowman, which very much coincides in its defign and tendency 
with that which is now before us. Of this work, which has 
been well received, and juftly held in repute, our author takes 
notice ; informing us that it did not fall into his hands until he 
had alooft filled up the plan on which his own treatife is 
written. He acknowleges the merit of Dr. Lowman’s per- 
formance, a perfuafion of which, at firft, almoft induced him to 
defift from the prefent publication. But confidering that his 
own plan was rather more comprehenfive than the former, and 
that fome important fubjects are here placed in a.different light, 
he determined to profecute his firft intention. And we appre- 
hend that both on thefe, and on other accounts, his determina- 
tion was right. 

The work confifts of four parts: the defign of the firft is to 
vindicate the Jewifh religion, againft thofe, who by attempting 
to expofe it, would in an indirect manner make an attack on the 
Chriftian faith. This is divided into two chapters: one of which 
confiders the conftitution of the Jewifh church, under feveral 
fections which treat of the character of the Deity; the worfhip 
required ; the times, the places, the offices of religion ; the pre- 
paration for its fetvices, &c. “The other reprefents the political 
ftate of Ifrael, as interwoven or conncéted with their religion. 

The duration of the Mofeic ceconomy conftitutes the fecond 
Part; fhewing, that it was defigned to be only temporary; and, 
that this difpenfation was intended to prepare the world for the 
reception of Coriitianity. 

‘ The Jewith difpenfation having, according to the primary 
defign of God, given way tothe Chriftian, it is propofed in Part 
II. to thew, that this (the Chriftian) is the laft difpen/ation of 
divine grace to mankind, in the way of religious difcovery ; and 
that no other can reafonably be leoked for.’ 





* See Rev. for Sept, 1778, vol. lix. p. 377. 
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The fourth Part is intended to bring into view fome of the 
corallaries fairly deducible from the preceding enquiry. 

Such is Dr, Shaw’s plan, which he appears to have profe- 
cuted with attention and care. His ftyle is not the moft ele. 
gant, nor always perfectly accurate; but it is, in general, 

plain, and, on the whole, not ill adapted to performances of 
th iskind. If, in fome inftances, Dr. Lowman may have the 
advantage of this writer, there are others in which the latter 
wi!l have the preference; particularly as drawing into his fcheme 
objets which the former did not fo immediately difcufs, or 
which may have fallen more directly under notice fince the date 
of his volume. Each of them has his merit; and neither of 
their performances, though in fome refpeéts fimilar, are there- 
fore unnecefflary. Dr. Shaw’s is both ufeful and feafonable : 
perhaps he may, in an inftance or two, have dwelt longer than 
was requifite on a particular fubjeét, and have pafled by another, 
on which farther remarks might have been acceptable: but much 
of this may depend on the particular tafte or temper of the en- 
quirer. His reflections will no doubt prove very fervice- 
able to an attentive reader, for abating, if not entirely obviat- 
ing, feveral difficulties that may occur in perufing the Jewith 
hittory and ritual. Jt fufficiently appears that the belief of the 
New Teftament includes that of the Old, or that the Jewith and 
Chriftian fyftem mutually affift and fupport each other. 

This publication affords feveral opportunities for remarks, 
and would «)fo furnifh fome acceptable extracts ; bur, confined 
as we are, we muft add but litile to what we have written. The 
following paflage is taken from the account of the Fea/? of Taber- 
nacles : 

—‘ It does not fall within my defign to notice the many ftories of 
the Rabbis, with re{pet to the manner of celebrating this feftive fer- 
vice. Jam concerned with no more than what received a fanétion 
from the law of Mofes. Permit me, however, to take notice of one 
thing,—that, as the beft inftitutions may be corrupted, this feems to 
have been fo, in fome of the later periods of the jewifh ftate. For, 
according to the bell information, in place of remaining facred toa 
grateful and devout fervice of God, it became prottituted to a frothy 
and giddy levity, and prefented fcenes of the moft indecent merri- 
ment. ‘his I take notice of, becaufe it may account for what Plu- 
tarch fays (in his Sympof.) concerning the Jews,—that they cele- 
brated this feftival in honour of Bacchus*:—this thews how litile, 
even men of learning among the heathens were acquainted with the 
religion of the Jews, and how little regard is to be paid to the re- 
flections they often throw out againit it. Had Plutarch been as well 
acquainted with the genius of the different (modes of) religions that 
then obtained, as might | have * een expected from his ‘charagter (office), 
as a prieftof Apollo, he might have ea wad avoided this error. He 











* Vide Jennings’s Jewith dust: vol. il, p. 237. 
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might bave known that the religion of the Jews did admit of divine 
honours to none but their own God. But ignorant, in a great mea- 
fare, of the nature of their religion, and not giving himielf the 
trouble to examine whether the tumult that attended this, one of the 
fervices of it, was enjoined by the ritual, or fuperinduced by the fu- 
perftition of its votaries, he rafhly concludes their Feaft of ‘l'aber- 
nacles to have been inftituted and obferved in honour of Bacchus, 
from the refemblance which he imagined the one bore to the other, 
in the time and manner of their celebration.’ 

Confidering the fpirit of enquiry which was awakened and 
prevailed among many both of the Greeks and of the Romans, a 
reflecting mind is rather furprifed, that the nature and prin- 
ciples of the Jewith religion fhould not have been more atten- 
tively examined and obferved, by the more learned and philofo- 
phical part of thofe people, than appears to have been the cafe 
by what can be gathered from their remaining writings. It 
feems wonderful, for inftance, that fuch a man as Cicero, who 
appears, occafionally at leaft, to have a mind defirous of and 
open to evidence and conviction, fhould not have been induced, 
even from curiofity, to have made fome fearch into the cuftoms 
and principles of a people fo remarkable: but, probably, the 
negle€t or contempt with which the Jews were regarded, to- 
gether with the pride and haughtinefs which attenced the rea- 
fonings and fophifms of the Gentile philofophy, may in a great 
degree account for this neglect. ‘The Jewifh ceconomy, how- 
ever, was, without doubt, defigned, and had in itfelf a tendency 
to prepare the world for the reception of Chriftianity. Dr. Shaw 
adverts to this, and among other remarks on the time which 
elapfed from the ceafing of the prophetic fpiric to the advent of 
the Meffiah, and on the circumttances which were favourable to 
his manifeftation, we have the following: 

—* During this period it was, that firit the Grecian, and then the 
Roman empires farted up ; and who, that knows the leaft of them, 
caw-be 1 nt of that extenfion of Knowledge, that was the happy 
confequence of the extenfion of both, and of fome ducky events that 
fell out under them ?—Alexander the Great, having in the courfe of 
his conqueits fubdued Egypt, built a city there, which he honoured 
with his own name,—fent many of the Jews from their own country 
to it, and to encourage their fettling in it, he, befides many other 
advantages, continued the free ufe of their own laws and religion. 

_ © Soon after Prclemy Soter brought many more, and fettled them 
in Egypt and the adjacent countries. ‘Ihe Kings of Egypr, inding 
Alexandria, from its fituation and other circumftances, like to be- 
come a place of great importance, were willing to aggrandize it as 
much as they could. For this purpofe, they thought it would be 
Proper to make it a feat of learning, as well as a mart for trade and 
commerce. And accordingly Prolemy Philadelpbus laid the founda- 
tion of a Mufeum or Library, which afterwards became famous, all 
the world over, for the number and value of its books. Such an in- 
Kitution could not be fuppofed long to want a copy of that book 
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which contained an account of the Jewith religion. A faithful copy 


of it was applied for, and obtained from the Jewifh High Prieft, 
And that it might be the better underftocd, not only hy the inhabit- 
ants of the country into which it was brought, but alfo by the Jews 
themfelves, who now, like the other inhabitants, fpoke the Greek, 


it was tranflated into that language.—'Lhis circumitance became of | 


the greateft fervice, in making many acquainted with this religion, 
who would otherwife have remained ftrangers to it. 

— © About the time that Alexandria was built, it deferves to be 
remarked, that the Egyptian papyrus began to be ufed for writing: 
and by this means many of the copies of the Sacred Books could be 

rocured at an eafy rate.’ , 

Thete are fome of our author’s obfervations, which we have 
introduced merely on account of the reflections naturally fuggefted 
by the above quotation from Piutarch.—We fhall juft add his 
conclufion, that fuch facts as thofe which he has mentioned had 
not only a uniform tendency to fpread the knowlege of the Jew- 
ifh religion, and prepare the way for the Chriltian, but that 
they actually produced this effect: * For,’ fays he, ‘ from the moft 


authentic vouchers, we well know, that the great empires of the ’ 


Affyrians, Medes, and Perfians, were early acquainted with the 
Jews. And the Evangelift Luke informs us, that there were 
dwelling in Jerufalem devout men of every nation under heaven, 
Parthians, Medes *, &c. Thus the fall of the ‘/ews became the 
riches of the world, and the diminifbing of them the riches of the Gene 
tiles.” 


We fhall conclude with juft mentioning the two corollaries’ 


with which the Doétor finifhes his work.—* That the Jewith 
religion is worthy of God’—and farther, * That a ferious review 
of the fubje& will furnifh a proof of the Divine origin both of 
the Jewifh religion and of the Chriftian ;’ which conclufions he 
{upports with ftrength and vigour. 


* Aas, ii. 5. Rx... 


Art. II. Morfels of Critici/m, tending to illuftrate Jome few Paffages 
in the Holy Scriptures upon philofophical Principles and an enlarged 
View of Things*. gto. 11. 1s. Boards. Nichols. 1788. 





HE idea which appears to have given rife to this work is, 


that modern improvements in knowlege may be advane . 


tageoufly applied to the elucidation of the facred Scriptures, At 
the firft view, this application may feem to promife much. And 


with refpect to thofe branches of knowlege, which may ferve to ' 


caft new light on ancient hiftory, geography, or chronology, of 
to improve the art of criticifm, there can be no doubt, that they 





* The author is Edward King, Efquire ; a gentleman well known, 
and juftly efteemed, in the learned world. 
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sre capable of being rendered fubfervient to biblical learning, 
Much has, of late years, been by thefe means actually done, to 
clear up the meaning of difficult paflages, and to explain the 
leading defign of particular books, with the connection of their 
feveral parts. But it may be queftioned, whether there is a 
probability of equal fuccefs, in attempting a fimilar application 
of modern improvements in natural philofophy. Thofe who are 
fenfible, how much the languege of Scripture is adapted to po 
ular ideas, and who recollect the fate of natural knowlege in 
the feveral periods when the Sacred Books were written, will 
not eafily be perfuaded to think, that they contain frequent ale 
lufions to the moft recondite doétrines cf Chemical Philofopby. 
Such, however, is the opinion of Mr. Edward King, the learned 
author of the work before us. 

It is evident, that, on this plan, there is, at leaft, fufficient 
feope for fanciful conjeSures. Whether our author has ine 
dulged his imagination in excurfions of this nature, or has cone 
fined himfelf to the itriét rules of found fenfe and fober critie 
cifm, will appearjin the fequel. 

The ufe which Mr. King makes of the modern doétrines of 
chemiftry in the firft fection of his work, is, to correct the come 
mon verfion of the Lord’s Prayer, and other paflages of Scrip- 
ture, in which the term /eaven occurs. “The fum of his criti= 
cifm is this : 

It appears from the experiments of Sir Ifaac Newton, that 
the folar ray is compounded of different emanations of light, 
which form the feven primary colours; and that the different 
colours of bodies are owing to the different combination of the 
primary colours with the component parts of bodies, From 
modern experiments [feveral of which Mr, K, relates] it ap- 
pears probable, that the heat produced by the rays of the fun, is 
not in the rays themfelves, but in another diftin@ fluid, upon 
which they act, which may be called the elementary fluid of 
heat; and that this fluid is even capable of being reduced to a 
fixed and folid ftate. From comparing thefe facts, it may be 
conjectured, that the fun is not a mafs of fire, according to the 
vulgar notion, but a glorious manfion, whofe furface is covered 
with a vaft variety of {plendid objects, of different colours, fhin- 
ing and becoming vifible by their own emitted light: whence it 
may feem reafonable to conclude, that the fun is an habitation 
of happy beings, and becaufe of its conneétion with the earth, 
that it is our heaven. This conjeure may ferve to explain, and 
is at the fame'time confirmed by, many paflages of Scripture. 
In the Lord’s Prayer, there is a manifett diftinction between 1) 
heavens and heaven. ‘The former, in which God is faid to ree 
fide [Our Father, who art in the heavens], includes the nume- 
tous worlds in which he manifefts his glory ; the latter [thy will 
13 be 
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be done on earth as it is in heaven} denotes our peculiar heaven, 
the fun. In the precept, ‘* I fay unto you, fwear not at all, nej- 
ther by heaven, for it is a throne of God,” the article before the 
word @pcvos is carefully omitted, as peculiarly applicable to fome 
one heaven, or manfion of blifs. The vifion of the glory of 
God which Mofes had, in the bufh and on the mount, the vi- 
fions of Ezekicl, the appearance of the angel to Daniel, our 
Saviour’s transfiguration, his appearance to John in the ifland of 
Patmos, the defcent of angels on various occafions, and the de. 
feri tion of the holy city in the book of Revelation, all repre. 
fent heavenly objects and beings as vifible from rays of emitted 
light, and refplendent with the moft glorious emanations of co- 
lours. If we compare the account which is given in Scripture 
of the future ftate of good men, with the notions which philo- 
fophy leads us to entertain concerning the fun, it will appear 
exceedingly probable, that its inhabitants are angels and good 
men ; and that they have fome kind of bodies, properly fo called, 
or © which are a real fpecies of confolidation,’ and * that there is 
a provifion even of raiment, and of glorified adornments,’ for 
thefe celeftial bodies. All this is confirmed by our Saviour’s 
expreflion, Then fhall the righteous fhine forth like the fun, that is, 
to tranflate the words philo/ophically, fhall thine forth upon identi 
cally the fame principles as the fun fbineth. 

What effect the above reafoning (which we have endeavoured 
to ftate fairly, though briefly) will have, toward producing con- 
viétion in the mind of the reader, we cannot tell: for our parts, 
we muft own, that the argument appears to us to fall confi- 
derably fhort of demonftration. 

.Whether Mr. King has fucceeded better, in his attempt to 
apply the doétrine of modern philofopby to the elucidation of 
the Mofaic account of the creation, we pretend not to determine; 
but the reader will be able to form fome judgment on this head, 
from the following paraphraftic verfion of the firft fix verfes of 
Genefis : 

‘ In the beginning (or originally) God made the Jeaven and the 
earth. But the earth was no object of fight, and not yet built up 
into any beautiful form for was without adornment], and darknels 
was upon the mafs that was fo without folid bottom [or foundation]. 
And the Spirit of God was borne [high] above the water. And 
God faid, let there be light [a fluid capable of communicating light 
and heat], and it was fo. And God faw this fluid of light [or this 
elementary fluid of fire] that it was good [or fufficient for the put- 
pofe}: and God feparated [or made a divifion] through the midft of 
the light, and through the midit of [and between] the darknefs. 
And God called the light [or the elementary fiuid of heat and fire, 
when it produced the effect of making the rays of the fun vifible and 
ufeful on earth} day; and darknefs [where the fun did not fo at 
upon it} he called night: and there was an evening, and there was 
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h inorning [making one day, or] the firftday. And God faid, Let 
there be formed a sTRENGTHENING [Or CONSOLIDATING] sSuUB- 
STANCE, or atmofpherical air, in the midit of the water: and let it 
be a means of feparating through the midft [or of dividing] between 
water and water. And it was fo.’ 

As a fpecimen of the mode of reafoning by which Mr. King 
fupports his explanation of this chapter, we fhall give the fol» 
lowing extraét from his note on the 6th verfe. After a fum- 
mary account of the principal difcoveries concerning fixed air, 


from the time of Dr. Stephen Hales, he adds: 

‘It has been obferved,-and clearly fhewn by M. Lavoifier *, 
that all combuffible bodies whatever, do actually increafe in weight 
whilft they are burning, and calcining ; by means of the air which is, 
from the atmofphere, CONSOLIDATED, and fixed in them. 

‘ Iron, for inftance, increafes its weight even one third + by cal- 
cination; fo much being added to the folid fubftance even of this 
hard body, from the air which is abforbed, and becomes fixed, and 
confolidated, by the operation. All other metals alfo increafe in 
weight, by the fame operation, and the white afhes to which tin 
may be reduced by calcination are one quarter heavier than tin it- 
felf f. 

‘ And thofe fubftances which, on burning, are d//per/ed in air, 
have yet the fixed air which is let loofe, increafed in weight, by the 
abforption of common air. 

‘ And with regard to thofe fubftances which are not, at firft, pro- 
perly combuftible ; as for inftance, ime ffone. Yet even here, if they 
can once be made to become combu/tible, by calcination, (as is the 
cafe with all calcareous bodies,) there is afterwards an increafe of 
weight. For limeftone, and fuch calcareous bodies by the operation 
of fire in the kiln, have the fixed air difchatged, and let loofe, and 
have the fluid of fire, at the fame time, Axed therein; and the lime 
made, does by this means become lighter than the lime ftone 4, or 
chalk, or marble (out of which it is produced). But as it is after 
that capaole of being fet on fire; fo, if it be only expofed to the 
open air, it foon abforbs and fixes the air again; infomuch, that 
every ton of lime, will acquire about half a ton || of fixed air; which 
is nearly the weight it loft in the kiln. And at lait, by long expo- 
{ure to the air, it is perfectly recovered, and becomes limeftone as it 
was at firft@. In which cafe, like every other calcareous fubftance, 
about one half of its folid contents is mere fixed air ** ; or air truly 
confolidated ; and confolidating the whole mafs as before. 

‘ Moreover, this increafe of /alid fubfance, from the air, is ex- 
tended even to the very foil of the earth, and to the ground on which 
we tread. For lime will not only acquire, in the fpace of three 
quarters of a year, a great addition of weight from the air, in the pro- 
portion of half a ton, or even of three quarters of a ton, to every ton 


ee 
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* Memoires de ]’Academie Royale, for 1783, p. 508, 512, 529. 
+ Ibid. p. sog. t Cronfledt’s Mineralogy, p. 180. 

§ Watfon’s Chemical Effays, vol. ii. p,. 185. | Ibid. p. 210, 

218, 220. q Ibid, p. 238. ** Ibid. p. 236. 

Rev. Feb, 1789. [ weight ; 























114 King’s Morfels of Critici/m 


weight: but when it has at laft acquired this additional folid increafe 
of fubftance and ponderofity from the air, it will not lofe any part 
of it again *. It follows, therefore, that when lime is fpread, 
any where, as manure, that every ton of it attracts above half a ton 
of fome fort of folid matter or other, from the air, and adds it to 
the earth. There are alfo many other modes, by which a like in. 
creafe is made, and added to the folid fubftance of the earth daily, 
from the air. And although it may appear, at firft fight, incre. 
dible ; yet it is neverthelefs true; that, in fome inftances, this in- 
creafe may be, even in one year, to the amount of above 30 tons in 
weight upon a fingle acre +. 

‘ Can any one doubt then, henceforth, of the propriety of calling 
air (according to the interpretation given by the LXX to the words 
of Mofes, the Man of G ») SEQEW LAH or the confolidating, or confolia 
dated fubjiance? | 

* And how frivolous do the objections to 4is words appear, when 
they are viewed by the affiftance of philofophical light, and know- 
ledge, and are weighed in the balance of truth? 

‘ God, /pake the Word, and all things were made. He hath 
revealed His Holy Word, and all things bear teftimony unto it. 

* With the utmoft accuracy, moft furely, is the atmofphere, and 
the fiuid of air itfelf (if we confider it in all its feveral ftates and re- 
lations), defcribed by the word segéauc. 

© Eriee® is fo truly /olidus, that even the mathematical definition 
of a folid figure by the ancients, 1s exnua sige f. And seccow is /olido, 
or firmum folidumgue reddo; I render, or make firm and folid: and 
therefore s:3éwpa in its trueft etymological fenfe, is a confolidating or 
firengthening Jubjiance—or elfe a confolidated Jubjtance ; but with much 
greater propriety the former, than the latter. ; 

‘ And if we. take it in shis fenfe, it is really moft deferving of ad- 
miration, how the LXX could hit upon one fingle word, fo exatly 
expreffive of a// the real properties of that wonderful fluid whofe crea- 
tion they were giving an account of ; and that, fo long before any 
philofophical difcoveries were made concerning rho/e properties. 
And it cannot but afford pleafure to every contemplative mind, to 
perceive how completely, by means of this fimple interpretation 
alone, all the difficulties which arofe from the ufe of the word frma- 
ment, vanifh away. 

* Had the LXX ufed the word a2, air, it would have defcribed 
the fluid, only in one of its fates ; and as compounded with many 
other heterogeneous fluids, which float in it: and would have beea 
a very defective defcription of this wonderful element ; more liable 
by far to objection, as containiag an imperfect and unintelligible ac- 
count, than even the word firmament. But now, having ufed the 
word sepia, the confolidating, or confolidated Jubfiance, they -defcribe 
it fully with all its properties: as being, when mere air, according 
to the common idea, and when in the atmofphere, the caufe of 
ftrengthening and invigorating all animals and plants ; and as being, 





* Watfon’s Chemiltry, vol. ii. p. 216, 217, 218. 
¢ Ibid. p. 219. t Gell. lib. i. cap. 20. 
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jh folid bodies, a great part of their folid fubftance, and even the 
moit immediate means, and caufe of rendering them folid. 

« And, perhaps, I might venture to add; that, by dividing be- 
tween water and water, (or as our tranflation has it) dy dividing the 
avaters from the waters, is meant not merely the feparating thofe that 
float in the atmofphere, from thofe that flow in the fea; but alfo the 
feparating that part of the waters which is fixed, with air, and by 
means of air, in all folid bodies, from that parc which is left floating 
in a fluid ftate. There is fufficient reafon to fufpect *, that the 
quantity of water which really exifts fo fixed in a /olid fate, bears 
no {mall proportion to that which is left in a fluid ftate.’ 

Thofe who can perfuade themfelves, that the authors of the 
Septuagint verfion of the Hebrew Bible were fo accurately ac- 
guainted with the doctrine of fixed air, as to annex the idea, 
which this writer fuppofes, to the word stpiwua, will doubtlefs 
perufe, with great fatisfaction, the remainder of his critique on 
the firft chapter of Genefis. As we muft confefs fuch morfels of 
criticifm are not perfectly fuited to our palate, and as we appre+ 
hend it muft require fome peculiarity of tafte to relifh them, we 
fhall not trouble our guefls with the prefent courfe longer than 
while we requeft them to give their opinion of the followin 
choice pieces t : : 

On the gth chapter of Revelations, ver. 15, Mr. King writes 
thus : 

« We have dere an exaét defcription of the breaking forth of the 
four Sultanies of the Turks, and of their fubfequent conqueits ; and 
of their founding the Turkifh empire in Europe. And yet, at the 
fame time, a fair account of their having made their irruption from 
Scythia, and of their having broken into fome parts of Afia, and 
gained itrength defore this time: only they remained Sound and con- 
fined, by means of the river Euphrates. 

© We have here even their warlike dre/s exa€tly defcribed; which 
was {carlet, blue, and yellow: for the jacinth is red and yellow; ahd 
fulphur when it burns, is of the fineft blue colour f. po 

n 


— or —— 


* See Dr. Horfley’s edition of Sir Ifaac Newton’s Works, vol. iii. 
p. 158, and Pemberton’s Newton, p. 245. 

+ The worthy author will forgive us this 4alf-/mile. Our refpect 
for his excellent character will effectually protect him from any groffer 
appearance of Jevity on our part,—how widely foever we may happen 
to differ from him, in any matter of {peculative opinion. But it not 
unfrequently happens, in the courfe of our critical labours, that we 
Meet with paflages in the works of the moft pious and well-meaning 
writers, which forcibly involve us in the fituation defcribed by the 
moral fatirift : 

‘*« To laugh, were want of decency, or grace, 
“« But to be grave, exceéds all power of face.” 

ft *In this account of the colours, I cannot but adopt a different 

mode of explaining them from Bifhop Newton, although the inference 
I 2 as 
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« And we have dere (long before any fuch thing was introduced 
into Europe, or heard of in the Chriftian world) an account of the 
introduétion of fre arms, and ordnance, which were firtt ufed and in. 
troduced by the Turks; and were the principal means of their mak- 
ing their conquefts, and of their deftroying what remained of the 
Eaftern empire ; which might well be defcribed as the third part of 
men. 

« And it is moft remarkable, concerning the prophecy under this 
trumpet, as it was alfo concerning that under the preceding trumpet, 
that the wery period of their conquetts is limited exactly right. 

‘ For the Turks, in reality, made all their conquefts in 391 years, 
or a little more, i. ¢. in a common prophetical hour, and day, and 
month, and year (or 360 + 30 + 1 = 391) namely from 1281 to 
1672. 
: They alfu moft truly, left the bite and poifon of the falfe Ma- 
hometan doctrine dehind them, every where; and that, mixed with 
much more of /erpentine fubtlety, and mifchief, than it was in the 
time of the Saracens. ‘The ¢as/s of this dreadful cavalry, might now 
therefore with great propriety be faid not merely to have flings, but 
even to be /ike ferpents, and to have 4eads.’ 

On Rev. xvi. 2. [4nd there came an evil and foul fore upon the 
men who have the mark of the wild bea/i| he remarks : 

‘ That no concomitant, or correfpondent, and more truly typical 
fagns of the times might be wanting ; real plague fores exifted alfo. 

‘ For about 746 was a dreadful peflilence all over Europe for three 

ears. 
m9 And another peftilence raged all over Europe about 1006 for 
three years. 

‘ And about this time the /epro/ alfo was fir? brought into Eu- 
rope, and began to rage, with great fury. 

* And there are not wanting reafons, that may lead us to conclude, 
that the firfintrodution of another ignominious di/eafe was about this 
time. 

« The mention,*indeed, and inveftigation of this matter, are per- 
haps beneath the dignity of this fubject ; but yet, if the fact be, that 
fuch difeafe now firlt appeared, it ought not to be paffed by quite 
unnoticed. 

‘ The difeafe in queftion feems clearly, from moft authentic re- 
cords, of the year 1162, to have been shez /ong introduced, and well 
Anownin England. And yet it cannot be difcovered, by any fair 
proofs, to have exifted at all, in this country, before the years 800 
orgoo. It had its firft beginning and introduion, therefore, at 
fome time between 713 and 1000.’ 

For the fake of thofe who may with for farther entertainment 
of the fame kind, we fhall add, thac in thefe difquifitions, the 
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as to what the three colours were, is exactly the fame; for I cannot 
but apprehend thatthe jacinth coloured (iaxwhve.) means, being of 
the colour of the precious ffone fo called; and not of the flower the 
Ayacinthy © And that /ulphureous means brimfone burning, and not as 
it is mits folid fiate.’ 
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author, befide the points already mentioned, undertakes to 
prove, That John the Baptift was an angel from heaven, the 
fame who had formerly appeared in the perfon of Elijah; that 
there will be a fecond perfonal reign of Jefus Chrift upon earth 5 
that this globe is a kind of comet, which is continually tending 
toward the fun, and will at length approach fo near, as to be 
ignited by the action of the folar rays upon the elementary fluid 
of fire; and that the place of punifhment allotted for wicked 
men is in the center of the earth, which is the dortomle/s pit. 
For the demonftration of thefe propofitions, and others equally 
curious and important, we muft refer to the work at large. 
Perhaps after his next vifit to the heavens, Mr. King will have 
the goodnefs to inform us, what clafs of human beings are to 
become inhabitants of the AZoon, and whether it be intended for 


a paradife or a purgatory. En....d 





Art. IV. A general Defeription of China: containing the Topo- 
graphy of the Fifteen Provinces which compofe this vait Empire ; 
that of Tartary, the Ifles, and other tributary Countries; the 
Number and Situation of its Cities, the State of its Population, the 
Natural Hiftory of its Animals, Vegetables, and Minerals. To- 
gether with the lateft Accounts that have reached Europe, of the 
Government, Religion, Manners, Cuftoms, Arts, and Sciences of 
the Chinefe. Illuftrated by a new and correct Map of China, and 
other Copper-plates. Tranflated from the French of the Abbé 
Grofier. 8vo. 2 Vols. 16s. Boards. Robinfons. 1788. 


N the defcriptions of China, the country, the produdtions, 

the inhabitants, their government, and manners, we find fo 
much diverfity, on comparifon with the fame objects in this part 
of the globe, that we almolt feem to be tranfported to another 
planet! The foil and climate influence peculiar produétions ; 
the natives are a peculiar fpecies of the human genus; and in 
this fecluded nation, we fee peculiar modes of domeftic policy, 
matured through a long fuccefficn of ages, without deriving any 
known affiftance from the principles of fociety cultivated by 
thofe nations from whom European knowlege has de(cended, 
When therefore the wonder of travellers has been excited by 
Chinefe novelties, the ftrangenefs of circumftances has under- 
gone a degree of exaggeration, very naturally to be accounted 
for, from a defire in the writers to imprefs their own feelings on 
their readers. 

The traffic which we carry on at the port of Canton, is neither 
fufficient to give us a competent knowlege of the Chinefe, nor 
are the parties who meet there either qualified or folicitous to 
improve the intercourfe beyond the direét occafion that brings 
them together, We muft then collect our knowlege from the 
communications of the miffionaries, and the information they 
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bring home, is, when we can fcreen it from the chaff, perhaps 
the moft ufeful refult of their labours. 

“It feems,’ fays the Tranflator, ‘ to have been an eftablifhed maxim 
of the Chinefe to have as little intercourfe as poffible with their neigh- 
bours, and to admit no foreigners among them. ‘The fituation of their 
country, placed in the remoteft corner of Afia, feparated from the 
nations on the north and weft by inacceflible mountains, and frightful 
deferts; and from thofe on the fouth and eaft by the ocean, was, in- 
deed, particularly favourable to this political jealoufy. To the zeal and 
perfeverance of the miffionaries are we therefore indebted for every 
thing that we know of this vaft empire: and, if the teftimony of a 
Jate celebrated writer *, whofe leaft fault was credulity, can have 
any weight, their relations may be confidered as the productions of 


the moft intelligent travellers that ever enriched literature by their 
labours.’ 


The general Hiftory of China, completed by the Abbé Gro- 
fier, has already been notified to our readers +, as well as the 
original of the prefent tranflation ¢ ; a principal object of which 
latter was to refcue the national character of the Chinefe from 
the mifreprefentations of two late writers, Mefirs. Sonnerat 
and de Pauw. But, without undertaking to juftify invective, we 
may be allowed to declare an opinion, that it has long been the 
fafhion to extol the inftitutions of the Chine‘e, beyond the 
bounds even of credibility! We are told that no potentate on 
earth poflefles fo unlimited a power as the fovereign of China; 
all authority is vefted in him alone ; he is the undifputed mafter 
of the lives of his fubjeéts ; and all edicts iflued from the throne 
are as much refpected throughout the whole empire, as if they 
proceeded from a divinity. It is added, that he finds even in 
this extent of power, the ftrongeft motives for not abufing it; 
his private intereft and that of the nation are infeparably united; 
he cannot confult the one, without confulting the other. No 
employment is purchafed in China; merit, for the moft part, raifes 
to place, and rank is attached to place only §. Abfolute power 
inviolably direéted to the public good is, we fear, the peculiar 
boaft of China; yet the fame penman, after defcribing the affi- 
duous cultivation, and amazing fertility, of this country, thus 
accounts for the dreadful famines to which it is Occafionally 
fubjedt : 

« What prevents famines in Europe is freedom of commerce, and 
the facility with which one country may be fupplied from another: 
China is deftitute of this advantage.—Placed by itfelf in the ex- 
tremity of Afia, and furrounded by barbarous nations, it muft novu- 
yith itfelf, and procure from its own foil whatever is neceflary for 


the fubfiftence of that immenfe number of inhabitants which is con- 


tained in its provinces, This, therefore, at all times, has been the 
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* Voltaire. + See Rey. vol. liv. p. 394. 539. 
} Rev. vol. Ixxv. p. 514, § B. v. ch. 1. 
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grand objec of the care of the public minifters. China has always 
bad granaries and magazines erected in every province, and in moft 
of the principal cities, for the relief of the people in times of {car- 
city. We ftill read orders and edits of the ancient Emperors, which 
are full of the tendereft expreffions towards their fuffering fubjects. 
Ve can, fay they, neither eat, drink, nor enjoy repose, until we have 
relieved the public mifery. 

‘ Thefe fatherly expreflions, if taken literally, muft be under- 
ftood as refpecting the time when the Chinefe were governed by Em- 

erors of their own nation, who confidered their fubjeéts as their 
children. At prefent, the theory is ftill the fame; orders are iffued 
in the like manner; and, in the provinces, they eafily impofe upon 
thofe who hear them publifhed ; but, at court, all chefe fine words, 
which practice belies, are reduced to their proper value. The Em- 
peror perhaps may ftill have the fame affection for his fubjeéts; but 
the officers who are entrufted with his orders, are far from executing 
them with equal zeal. The delays and impediments that keep back 
fuccour, for the moft part prevent it from arriving feafonably. When 
the crop has failed in any of the provinces, before the Mandarins, 
who have the government of it, can fend their memorials to court ; 
before thefe memorials have pafled through all the hands neceflary 
to convey them to the Emperor; before this prince has affembled the 
grandees and different tribunals; and before commiffaries are ap- 
pointed and fet out, the fuftering people are reduced to the greateft 
extremities, and a thoufand unhappy wretches perith before any affift- 
ance arrives. 

¢ Another caufe of the fcarcity of grain in China, is the prodigious 
confumption which is occafioned daily by the compofition of wines, 
and of a kind of fpirituous liquor called rack. ‘This is one of the 
grand fources of the evil, both in the northern and fouthern pro- 
vinces; government is not ignorant of it ; but it employs too weak 
means to prevent it. Proclamations have often heen publifhed, for- 
bidding the diftillation of rack. The orders of the court are every 
where pofted up, and announced in all the cities by the governors. 
Officers, appointed for the purpofe, vifit the ftill-houfes, and deftroy 
the furnaces if nothing is given them; but if the owner flips into 
their hand a few pieces of filver, they fhut their eyes, and go fome- 
where elfe to act the fame farce. The mandarin fometimes goes 
round himfelf ; the workmen are then feized and thrown into prifon ; 
after which, they are condemned to be whipped, or to carry what is 
called the cangue; but they are never punifhed with death. The 
makers of wine then change their habitations, conceal themfelves 
for a fhort while, and again begin their operations.’ 

Will thefe acknowlegements, extorted by the obftinacy of 
facts, juftify the encomiums fo continually beftowed by writers 
on the government of China? 

Moft of our information refpe&ting the Chinefe comes from 
French writers, who are apt to ufe a great difplay of words, the 
meaning of which, if it does not clafh in different places, like 
the inftances already produced, amounts to very little upon ex~ 


amination, When the Abbé Grofier attempts to fum up their 
4 general 
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general charaler, he obferves, ‘ One muft have been cotempo- 
rary with the ancient Chinefe, to beable to {peak with any certainty 
of their primitive character. That which they have at prefent, has 
been acquired, it is the fruit of long difcipline, and of four thou/and 
years habitude. Montaigne has {aid, that cuftom becomes a fecond 
nature ; it is at leaft certain, that it impairs and greatly corrupts the 
firft. ‘The following we confider as a ftriking example. If we take 
a furvey of all the different provinces of France, we fhall find in 
each particular features and marks of character, which diftinguith 
their various inhabitants, and which even point out their difference 
of origin. It would be. in vain to expect any information of this 
kind from rank or dignity. If, in the like manner, we caft our eye 
over the Chinefe empire, a perfect uniformity will be obferved in the 
whole, and all will appear to have been caft in the fame mould, 
Hence it happens that the Chinefe, in general, are a mild and af- 
fable people ; polite even to excefs ; circumfpect in all their actions, 
and always attentive to weigh the confequences of every thing they 
are about to attempt; more careful not to expofe their prudence to 


danger, than to preferve their reputation ; as fufpicious of ftrangers, ° 


as they are ready to take advantage of them; too much prepoffeffed 
with a notion of their own importance, to be fenfible of their de- 
fe&ts, and entertaining too high ideas of their own knowledge, to 
feek for inftruction from others,” 

What does the author mean by their primitive as diftinguifhed 
from their prefent charaGter ? Their prefent charaéter is faid to 
have been acquired; yet, if it is the refult * of four thoufand 
years habitude,’ we find fome difficulty in admitting the change 
he fuppofes ; but rather imagine, that, in their prefent charaCter, 
we difcover the permanency of native diftinctions. ‘The out- 
lines he gives of the Chinefe character are thofe of a narrow un- 
derftanding, confined by that prejudice which has prevented 
them from profiting by a free intercourfe with other nations. 

Of that propeniity to tricking, from which the Abbé Gro- 
fier does not attempt to free the Chinele, the writer of Anfon’s 
voyage gives fome diverting inftances, that took place while the 
Centurion remained in the harbour of Canton. It has indeed 
been pleaded in extenuation of fuch practice, well known to all 
Faft. India failors, that our intercourfe with the Chinefe is only 
at a {ea-port town, whence we ought not to form our ideas of 


national characters: but a better anfwer is, that as China is — 


univerfally allowed to be extremely populous, and great part of 
the people wretchedly poor, hunger cannot afford to be honeft, 
in a ravenous Competition. 

In the ufual panegyrical ftyle, we are told that * filial piety 
reguiates in China the duties of fathers, as well as of children, 
and thofe too of the Emperor, confidered as the father or patri- 
arch of all :’ and that § filial piety is fo much honoured and re- 
fpected in China, that no inflance is known of a legiflator’s having 
been under the neceflity of enforcing it by enacting laws in its 

favour. 
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favour. In China, it is not confidered as a fimple rule of de 
cency, or duty purely natural: it is a point of religion—and a 
point of religion that is obferved with the greateft ftri€tnefs and 
attention.’ Yet within three pages afterward, we have a long 
quotation from the Li-ki, ‘a kind of code refpeCting filial piety, 
from which we fhall extract a few lines, that may appear ftrange 
after the preceding affertions : 

‘ If a fon makes any attempt againft the life of his father or mo- 
ther, every officer and domeitic belonging to the family is authorifed 
to kill the parricide. The houfe fhall be demolifhed, and rafed from 
the foundation ; and the place on which it flood fhall be changed 
into a common fewer.’ 

The Abbé gives us feveral articles on the natural hiftory of 
this remote country, in which, as on all other occafions, we cre- 
dit him with fidelity to his authorities. He treats of the Chi- 
nefe religion, and, in conjunction with father Amiot, difcovers 4 
fymbo! of the Trinity in an ancient Chinefe character, which is 
corroborated by paflages from their books, to fhew them * to 
have been poflefled of fome knowlege of this fublime myftery.’ 
He alfo treats of their language, their literature, their printing, 
the procefles in the manufacture of porcelain, their mufic; mee 
dicine, &c. An inftance or two will enable us to make a to- 
lerable eftimate of Chinefe capacities : 

‘ Such, for example, is part of acanal which conduéts from Chao- 
bing to Ning-po. Near thefe cities, there are two canals, the waters 
of which do not communicate, and which differ ten or twelve feet in’ 
their level. ‘To render this place paflable for boats, the Chinefe 
have conftruéted a double glacis of large ftones, or rather two in- 
clined planes, which unite in an acute angle at their upper extremity, 
and extend on each fide to the furface of the water. If the bark is 
in the lower canal, they puth it up the plane of the firft glacis, by 
means of feveral capftans, until it is raifed to the angle, when, by its 
own weight, it glides down the fecond glacis, and precipitates itfelf 
into the water of the higher canal, with the velocity of an arrow. It 
is aftonifhing, that thefe barks, which are generally very long and 
heavily laden, never burft afunder when they are balanced in the air 
upon this acute angle. However, we never hear that any accident 
happens in this paffage. It is true, they take the precaution of ufing 
for the keels of thefe barks a kind of wood which is exceedingly hard 
and proper for refifting the violence of fuch an effort.’ 

This acute muft certainly be a miftake for an obtufe angle; 
but after hearing fo much of their inland navigations, is it pof- 
fible the Chinefe fhould be ignorant of the conftruction of locks, 
and have a laborious recourfe to fuch clumfy expedients ? | 

Their method of difcovering murders is very curious: 

‘ We have already given a hint of the great fagacity difplayed by 
the Chinefe tribunals in difcovering whether a perfon has died a na- 
tural death, or in confequence of {ome violence, and even after the 


body has begun to corrupt. As the importance of this fubje&t re- 
quires 

















oe 


ee gp ee ee 





322 Tranflation of Abbé Grofier’s Defcription of China. 


uires a fuller detail, we thall here give it, to terminate the chapter, 
The body is firft taken from the earth, and wafhed in vinegar. After 
this, a large fire is kindled in a pit dug on purpofe, fix feet long, 
three wide, and the fame in depth ; and this fire is continually aug. 
mented, until the furrounding earth becomes as hot as an oven. 
The remaining fire is then taken from the pit; a large quantity of 
wine is poured into it, and it is covered with a hurdle, ath of ofier. 
twigs, upon which the body is ftretched out at full length. A cloth 
is thrown over both, in the form of an arch, in order that the fteam 
of the wine may aét upon it in every direction. At the end of two 
hours, this cloth is taken off, and if any blows have been given, they 
then appear upon the body, in whatever ftate it may be. 

‘ The fame experiment is even extended to bones, ftripped of their 
flefh. The Chinefe affures us, that, if the blows given have been fo 
fevere as to occafion death, this trial makes the marks appear upon 
the bones, although none of them may be broken, or injured. We 
muft here remark, that the wine, of which we have fpoken, is no- 
thing but a kind of beer, made from rice and honey. This obferva- 
tion we confider to be of importance, fhould any attempt ever be 
made in Europe, to prove the truth of this expedient, which deferves 
fo much to be verified.’ 

If the decifions of their criminal courts are governed by fuch 
procefles of baking or ftewing dead bodies, and the learned Abbé 
can hope to introduce the expedient into Europe, our Britifh So- 
Jomon’s rules for the difcovery of witches and wizards deferve 


to be viewed with equal degrees of refpect ! 

Their phyficians are not lefs profound than their lawyers and 
magiftrates : : 

« When a Chinefe phyfician is called to vifit a fick perfon, he firft 
places the patient’s arm upon a pillow, after which, he applies his 
four fingers along the artery, fometimes foftly, and fometimes with 
force. He employs a confiderable time in examining the beats of 
his pulfe, and in comparing their difference, for it is by a quicker 
or flower, a ftronger or weaker pulfe, and its regular or irregular 
motion, that he difcovers the fource of the diforder, and, without 
afking any queftions, informs the patient where he feels pain, what 

arts are attacked, and what are moft expofed to danger; he alfo 
tells him in what manner, and in what time, his diforder will ter- 
minate. 

‘ From this precifion, one would be apt to conclude that the Chi- 
nefe are much better acquainted with anatomy than is generally fup- 
pofed in Europe. It is true, they never ufe diffe€tion, and that they 
do not even opea the bodies of their dead; but if they neglect to 
ftudy nature in dead fubjeéts, which always leave much to be gueffed, 
it appears that they have long ftudied living nature with profound 
attention, and with advantage. Living nature may, perhaps, not be 
jmpenetrable to an obfervation of three thoufand years.’ 

The obvious credulity of thefe miffionaries wil] juftify our 
receiving with fuitable diftruft any thing they may affirm, and 
which we do not poflefs the means of bringing to an adequate 
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We therefore beg leave to doubt the exiftence of thofe ftones, 
faid to contain natural reprefentations of landfcapes, rivers, 
mountains, and trees, which are cut into flabs ; and thofe crabs 
that petrify on being taken out of the water *. 

We doubt alfo, the Tartars on the river Oufouri being ob- 
liged to fubfift wholly on fifh, becaufe all their land animals 
have an infupportable tafte +. 

We doubt, the droves of wild mules, in Tartary, that can 
never be tamed; becaufe the produétion of a mule is a deviation 
from the natural courfe of inftinét, under human influence f. 

_ We doubt, that every kind of water in the ifland of Formofa 
is a deadly poifon to ftrangers §. 

We doubt the ftory of that {pecies of purple fever, among the 
Tonquinefe, the cure of which is faid to be performed by taking 
the pith of a certain reed, dipping it in oil, and which, on being 
fucceflively applied to all the purple fpots on the body, caufes 
the flefh to burft with a report as loud as that of a piftol! And 
that the cure is to be finifhed by rubbing the wounds with gin- 

er || ! 
. We doubt the population of China amounting to 200 mil- 
Jions q. 

We doubt that convenient method of gathering olives, by boring 
2 hole in the trunk of the tree, putting fale into it, and then 
ftopping it up: by which means it is affirmed that all the fruit 
will drop of itfelf in the courfe of a few days **. That fo vio- 
lent an operation may have an effeét on the tree, is not 
queftioned ; but the fubfequent health of the tree, which is cere 
tainly implied, is the problematical part of the ftory. 

We doubt there being a fpecies of pine, whofe fap is poifon- 
ous, and whofe root, put into the earth or water, foon petrifies, 
fo as to be ufed for fharpening the beft tempered tools ++. 

Laftly, for we with to ftop fomewhat fhort of Pyrrhonifm, we 
doubt what we are told of a flat fifh, with one eye, and with 
fins and fcales on one fide only ; fo that a junction of two is re- 
quired, to be able to fwim as one effective filh tt. We muft 
doubt once more whether the Abbé is juftified in terming this 
double fith the moft fingular of the Chinefe fifth! 

After all our doubts, we reft in the firm perfuafion, that there 
is no produétion of any country whatever, that, when divefted of 
ignorant and fuperftitious defcription, thoroughly examined, and 
well underftood, will be found to violate the general known 





Jaws of nature. Noo, 
* Vol. i. p. 106. + Id, p. 130. ft Jd. p. 192. 
§ Id. p. 226. || Id. p. 278. q Id. p. 365. 
¥* Jd. p, 423. +t Id. p. 455. tt Id. p. 574. 
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Art. V. The Battle of Bofworth Field, between Richard the Third 
and Henry Earl of Richmond, Auguft 22, 1485. Wherein js 
defcribed the Approach of both Armies, with a Plan of the Battle, 
its Confequences, the Folly, Treatment, and Charaéter of Richard. 
To which is prefixed, by way of Introduction, a Hiftory of his 
Life, till he affumed the regal Power. By W. Hutton, F. A.S, S, 
Svo. 5s. Boards. Baldwin. 1788. 


O part of the Englifh hiftory, fince the conqueft, is fo 

obfcure and uncertain, as that of the long-fubfifting 
quarre] between the hovfes of Lancafter and York.—** And it 
is the more remarkable,” fays Mr. Hume, © that this profound 
darknefs falls upon us juft on the eve of the reftoration of letters, 
and when the art of printing wes already known in Europe.” 
But this Jatter circumftance, this recent and great acquirement, 
and which, in the opinion of that writer, might be expected to 
have diffufed a knowlege of the feveral occurrences at the period 
in queftion, had a totally contrary effe& ; which effeét is thus 
judicioufly accounted for by Sir John Fenn, who obferves, 
** that the art of printing being newly difcovered, people ne- 
glected to multiply their manufcripts, and being anxious to pre- 
ferve the hiftory of paft times, forgot the prefent.” 

Mr. Hutton, equally fenfible of the defeGtivenefs of our 
chronicles, in recording a particular incident of the times, has 
zealoufly undertaken to give it the clearnefs it manifeftly wants. 

« Perfuaded’ (fays hé, in his preface), * that the latter part of 
this important quarrel, the battle of Bofworth, is fuperficially repre- 
fented, I have taken fome pains in a minute refearch. This little 
work will nearly comprehend. the hiftory of Richard’s fhort reign.? 

He has collected a multiplicity of circumftances relative to the 
battle, and defcribed it with anexactnefs, which will be acceptable 
to the antiquary, and ufeful to the hiftorian in his fearch after truth, 
The following extracts will bring our readers acquainted with the 
writer's motives for the publication of the volume before us: 

‘ Very few pieces of hiitory demand more attention than the de- 
fcription of the battle. When the lives of thoufands, the change 
of property, and the fate of empires, are at ttake, no wonder our 
thoughts are captivated. It follows, the more material the action, 
the more faithful ought to be the defcription. The battle of Bof- 
worth was the laft of thirteen between the houfes of York and Lan- 
cafter; and though it was one of the laft, it was of more confe- 
quence than the other twelve; nay, the revolutions it caufed, were 
of greater moment than thofe of any other,~fince the conqueft; for 
it produced a change in the conflitution. Villanage was abolithed: 
the feudal fyftem overturned; commercial treaties were ratified; a 
{pirit of induflry encouraged ; a flow of wealth was the refult; and 
a kind of equality was eftablihhed among men. *** Interefted 
even from childhood in this important event, I enjoyed a pleafure 
in enquiry. By carefully examining every author I could meet with, 
J learnt all they knew. J have made feveral vifits ia the fpace of 
eichteen 
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eighteen years to the field itfelf, merely for information and infpec- 
tion. Lhave alfo made many enquiries into the traditions in the vi- 
cinity of Bofworth field, and found this the moit copious fource 
of intelligence. ‘Though much was loft, much was preferved. If 
fome of the remarks 1 met with were crude and contradittory, yet 
fometimes one little hint ignorantly dropt, fet many uncertainties to 
rights. If aew difficulties arofe, I read, thought, and travelled for a 
folution. By carefully comparing the writers, the field, and the 
traditions, | have attempted to remove fome abfurdities, and place 
truth on firmer ground. I do not, however, pretend to enumerate 
every fa&t, or warrant the truth of every word ; for it mutt be confi- 
dered, the period is diftant, and many incidents which are mate- 
rial, and would elucidate others, are buried in time. In fome parts 
of the road | am obliged to follow the footiteps of my predeceffors. 
Where they treat of the interefts of Richard or Henry, they muft be 
followed with caution; but where thofe interefts are out of the 
queftion, they are much fafer guides. When I quit their path, and 
follow my own, I fhall be attentive to punctuality. Truth is the 
ground-work of the hiftorian: he who fays the beit things fays the 
trueft *.’ 

That part of our author’s performance which comprifes the 
life of Richard, £ till he aflumed the regal power,’ is intended to 
fet his chara€ter in a fomewhat amiable point of view. It is 
chiefly extracted from Buck, Rapin, Carte, Walpole, and 
Fenn, and is preparatory to his general vindication, or, at leaft, 
to an extenuation of the guilty proceedings of which he has 
been accufed by Lancaftrian hiftorians, and alfo by fome others 
of a later date. The truly ingenious Mr. Walpole + was the 
firft who attempted, in a particular manner, to refcue the me- 
mory of Richard from the obloquy which had been generally 
thrown on it. He knew, that to palliate the crimes imputed to 
the King were to lofe the point for which he was contending, 
and he therefore laboured to prove his innocence :—and this in 
every accufation exhibited againft him. Hence, in our opinion, 
his principal error; for though he has certainly cleared Richard 
from feveral of the murders he has been charged with, there 
are notwithftanding others of which it is highly probable that he 
was the author, as Mr. Hume has very fully evinced in a note to 





_* This latter member of the fentence comes under the defcrip- 
tion of Tully’s inwerfio verborum, and the reafoning is confequently 
falfe. The writer means, we prefume,—he who Jays the trueft things 
Jays the beft : or, he fays the beft things who Jays the true. Again, in 
ipeaking of Edward IV. he obferves,— * Gloucefter did not foften 
the fpirit of his brother favage.’ But why his brother Savage? Ed- 
ward and Richard were defcended neither from the Jroguois nor Ca- 
tawahs, nor indeed from any other uncivilized tribe. Mr. Hutton 
would no doubt fay, his /avage (i. e. cruel) brother. : 

+ See our account of Hifforic Doubts on the Life and Reign of Rich- 

ardtll, = Pev. vol. xxxviii. p. 114. . . 
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the laft edition of his Hiftory of England, and which is given 
by way of anfwer to the Aifforte doubts. 

Mr. Hatton does not follow the fteps of Mr. Walpole; he 
attempts not entirely to exculpate his © hero,’—for fo he ftyles 
him,—but rather to apologize for his conduct on the plea of ne- 
ceflity *, from the force of his ambition, and from the boldnefs 


of his character. 

¢ Had Richard been profperous’ (fays his apologift), ‘ he would, 
with all his faults, have* pafled through life with eclat. Many of 
the Englifh Princes have been as guilty as Richard, but lefs 
blamed, becaufe more fuccefsful. The treatment of Duke Robert 
by his brother, William Rufus, and Henry I. was infinitely more 
diabolical than that of Richard to Clarence, King John murdered 
his nephew and his fovereign, as well as Richard. ‘The deftruétion 
of Warwick by Henry VIL. was as vile a murder as that of Ed. 
ward V.’ 

This endeavour to vindicate the chara&ter of Richard, by 
comparing him with others who have been guilty of equal, or 
perhaps of greater crimes than himfelf, will not be very fatisface 
tory to the man of reafon and virtue. It tends indeed to the 
annihilation of every moral and religious duty. The tyrant, 
who, after committing three or four murders, fhall ftop his 
hand, becaufe his end is fully anfwered by them, is fcarcely 
lefs an object of deteftation than he who adds to their number in 
the profecution of his ambitious fchemes. The author again 
semarks, 

¢ There is not in the whole hiftory of the Englifh Kings a fimilar 
inftance of a Prince forming a defign upon the crown, laying fo 
able and deep a fcheme, in which were fo many obftacles; furmount- 
ing them all, and gaining the beloved object in eight weeks. ‘Thefe 
obftacles would have appeared infurmountable to any eye but 
Richard’s. He had to overcome Rivers and Gray, with all their ad- 
herents, who were powerful, and in poffeflion of the Sovereign ; the 
potent friends of Edward’s family, as Derby, Haftings, York, Ely, 
&c.; but what was fingular, he had the moft powerful of all, the 
ecople. The fate of every branch of oppofition was determined; 
the King (Edward V.) was committed to prifon. Stanly was to 
be cut off, as if by an accidental blow; the two Bithops feized and 
confined. Rivers, with the King’s friends, were folemnly mur- 
dered in the face of the fun: Haftings in a manner unknown in 
hiftory; and what was aftonifhing, the people were moft unaccount- 
= duped. 4 bolder difplay of mafterly talents is no where met 
with.” | 
What a fingular commendation! and how extraordinary the 
caufe! —The man who gains a throne by blood and treafon is 
then an HERO ?—But Mr Hutton has frequently the appearance 
of inconfiftency. This arifes from his cenfuring Plantagenet as 





® So {poke the fiend, and with neceflity, 


The tyrant’s plea, excus’d his dev’lith deeds. Minton. 
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an human being, yet vindicating him as he was an able and a 
powerful King. 

The ftyle of this performance, in general, is ill fuited to the 
ferious dignity of hiftory; and in fome few places it finks re 
markably below it *; yet, on the whole, it is not an uninterett- 


ing work. A.B. 


Art. VI. A fummary and philofophic View of the Genius, Charac- 
ter, Manners, Government, and Politics of the Dutch. 8v0. 45- 


Boards. Hookham. 1788. 


HIS work bears no relation, whatever, to the recent dif- 
turbances in Holland, but is confined entirely to an exa~ 
mination of the character and manners of the people, together 
with their form of government. In the dedication, to the 
Prince of Orange, are the following words: * While the writer 
endeavoured to difplay the merits of the people he was defcribing, 
truth no lefs required, that in fuch a reprefentation, their defects 
alfo fhould not be omitted; otherwife he would, inftead of a 
pifture, have compofed a panegyric, and in lieu of the ftrict ve- 
racity juftly expected on fuch an occafion, he would have been 
guilty of deception, and incurred the fufpicion of venality.” 
How far our author has adhered to this his principle of impar- 
tiality, we fhall briefly enquire. 

He fets out with a laboured encomium on the Dutch, and 
on their intrepid behaviour in throwing off the yoke of Spain. 
In this particular inftance, they certainly appear to confiderable 
advantage. A nation emancipated from a ftate of flavery, and 
that by the united efforts of valour and virtue, will ever appear 
an interefting obje& in the eyes of all who can think and deter- 
mine for themfelves. But when the author is equally lavifh in 
commendation of the conduét of the Hollander in the year 1672, 
and when he talks of the * ignominious alliance of the court of Eng- 
land with that of France’—which alliance took place at the pe- 
riod in queftion—we muft beg leave to enter our diffent. from 
his judgment and opinion, as being fomewhat unwarrantable 
and unjuft. Holland was undoubtedly the aggreflor. The 
chaftifement fhe received, however, was poffibly too fevere. 

We have a good opinion of the courage of the Hollanders ; 
but this author muft pardon us if we cannot, in conformity with 
the fentiments he has advanced, place it in a perfect parallel 
with that which was to be feen in ancient times. It is very 
poflible that there are Dutchmen who may be equal in valour 
to any of the heroes of antiquity ; but as they never had an op- 


————— 


* What will the reader fay to fuch language as this:— ‘ Werel 
allowed to treat royalty with plainnefs, Richard was an accomplifhed 


talcal, and Henry not one jot better?’ 
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portunity of fhewing that valour in a like extent, fo is it ima 
poffible for us to allow them a fimilar, or an adequate propore 
tion of praife. But leaving the matter of perfonal bravery un. 
determined—fince as a commercial nation a fpirit of conqueft 
is wholly foreign to the profpeéts of the Dutch—we proceed 
to confider them in other, and, we think, in their proper lights, 

The volume before us is intended, as we have already inti- 


mated, to fet the people of Holland in an advantageous and. 


ftriking point of view. We think, however, that the writer 
has defeated his purpofe by aiming at too much. Many, he 
obferves, have treated the Dutch as objects of their rifibility, on 
account of the love of Jucre fo prevalent in them all ; and at 
this he is highly offended. It is by no means our defire to be 
ranked with thofe who treat this people, from fuch particular 
failing, as objeéts of their rifibility ; we rather confider them as 
objects of i on that very account, fince nothing will fo effec. 
tually fteel the heart againft the nobler and more generous fen- 
timents of humanity. But this their conftitutional parfimony, 
this their regard and attachment to felf, is by the worldling, 
and likewife by their author, denominated prudence. Berit fo, 
But in our opinion the vice of diffipation, however cenfurable 
in itfelf, is highly preferable to fuch frozen virtues. 

We will now examine the force of this writer’s reafoning on 
the abilities, the genius of the people in queftion. He obferves— 

* Thofe who tax the Dutch with heavinefs of genius, may foon be 
convinced of their miftake by attending to the multiplicity of pro- 
duétions of every fort, that are owing to the laborious fertility of 
their imaginations, and the wonderful indefatigablenefs of their toil, 
This is a praife which even their enemies have freely and explicitly 
confeffed. Strade*, a Jefuit, who lived at a time when religious in- 
veteracy was widely diffufed over Europe, neverthelefs expreffes 
the favourable opinion entertained of the Dutch at that period, with 
peculiar pointednefs: ‘* Rara hodie admirarum machinamenta, qua 
Belgica non invenerit, aut. non abfolverit.’? ‘* We admire,” fays he, 
*< now-a-days, but few difcoveries of art, which have not been ei- 
ther invented, or brought to perfection by the Dutch.’’—Other 
nations have carried their improvements to a great height fince that 
epocha; but no country, England excepted, can vie with Holland 
in thofe refpects.’ 

Strada’s expreffion is by no mens to be underftcod in the lati- 
tude given toit by our author. Aachinamenta mutt not be inter- 
preted by difcoveries of art. It merely fignifies, fuch things as 
come from the hands of the mechanic +. Strada would infinu- 


* Strada, was the name of this Jefuit, not Strade. 
+ Machinamentum, perhaps, more generally fignifies, a Jattering 
engine; in which fenfe it is ufed by Livy, 24. 34: ** Machinamenta 
Pe 


quatiendis muris portabant :”? and if this be its true meaning, Strada 
feems to have uied it improperly, 
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ate, that in regard to induftry, to bodily labour, the Dutch are 

unexampled. This is their true characler; and not that they 

have * fertile imaginations,’ or that they are encouragers of ge- 

nius and the liberal arts. With a word or two on ‘the fubject 

of a Detchman’ s feelings ; or perhaps, as we fhould rather fay, 

if agreeing in opinion with this writer, his total want of them, 
we fhall clofe the prefent article, 

« No people poffefs more of that intelleual happinefs which arifes 
from equanimity. Thoughit be not abfolutely the fuperlative des 
gree of felicity, yet, confidering that it is !efs liable to interruption 
irom the cafualties incident to human nature, it is on that account 
a fituation far preferable to it. We fhall probably find, on a due 
examination, that a ftate of tranquillity, equally exclufive of the ex- 
cefles of joy or of grief, is, from the vigour and ftability which it 
confers on the faculties, far more eligible than a condition admit- 
ting alternately of much pleafure and much pain; as the frequent 
viciflitudes of both cannot fail to harafs and convulfe the foul, and 
greatly difturb the economy of our whole fyftem.’ 

A very extraordinary argument! Such men, in our opinion, 

are little better than machines:—for what is the value of fim- 
ple exiftence? Where is the dignity, the excellence of hu- 
man nature, if we are thus to be loft in apathy ?—if we are 
weakly to indulge this drowfinefs; this morbific fleepinefs of 
foul? No! * Teach us, kind Heaven’! ! to feel another’s: woe,” 
—and grant us at the fame time the power, the enviable powers 
of alleviating it. The author farther remarks—-* The Dutch are 
ftriét obfervers of the precept, which Horace, who was a com~ 
_petent judge of life, Jays down as the prime rule of beatitude. Nii 
admirari prope res ef? una, folaque qua poffit facere et fervare bea- 
tum. Not to admire, an art but little known, is yet the only way td 
attain and preferve happinefs.’ 

The poet means not that this fhould be confidered as- @ rule. 
On the contrary, itis evidently given by way of /arca/m. He fays 
that * not to admire,’ not to be moved at any thing, is the way to 
be happy; or rather, not to be unbappy—tor in fuch a fate of 
mind there can be nothing but a negative kind of happinefs, 
Nil admirari is according to y the doétrine of the Stoics. Horace 
was an Epicurean. He is continually laughing at the ftoical 
philofophy, and we are perfuaded that he does fo here ;-—yet as 
the epiftle from which the quotation ts made, is partly ferious 
and partly ironical, the lines are generaily mifunderttood. 

We muff, in conclufion, obferve, that the writer of this per- 
formance, although profefledly the encomialt of the Hollanders, 
has yet fet forth their feveral failings with a tolerable degree of 
fairnefs. We have only to regret toat by a fort of palliation, 
a fophiftical kind of reafoning, thofe very failings are intended 
to be impofed on us as virtues. 


Rey. Feb. 1789. Ne On 
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On the nature of government among the Dutch, and thef¢ 
adminiftration of public affairs, our author expatiates with dif- 
fufive approbation ; and we hope that the feveral members of 
the States will, by the mildnefs of their future proceedings, 
continue to deferve the commendation which he has beftowed 


on them. AB. 





Art. VII. Original Anecdotes of Peter the Great, collected from the 
Converfation of feveral Perfons of Diftinétion at Peterfburgh and 
Mofcow. By Mr. Stzhlin, Member of the Imperial Academy ag 
Peterfburgh. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Murray. 1788. 


HESE anecdotes were flightly noticed in our account 
of Foreign Literature (Rev. vol. Ixxiti. p. 454) on 
their firft appearance at Leipfic, in 1785. In the preface to 
this Englifh tranflation, we are informed that Mr. Stzhlin be. 
ing invited [from Drefden] to Peterfburgh in 1735, to filla 
feat in the Academy of Sciences, his letter of recommendation 
from Count Bruhl, to the Count of Lynar, the Polifh envoy to 
Ruffia, introduced him to many perfons of diftin&tion who had 
ferved under the Czar Peter, and had been much about his per- 
fon. Thefe noblemen, knowing his intention of collecting 
anecdotes of their illuftrious mafter, readily encouraged him, 
and communicated whatever had come to their knowlege, 
His opportunities for twenty years, were increafed by his ap- 
pointment as tutor to the Great Duke, Peter Feodorowitfch, 
and to that of librarian, on his marriage. 

The preface to this tranflation feems to have been begun by 
the tranflator, who quotes the above particulars from Mr. Stzh- 
lin’s preface ; but by a degree of inattention which appears dif- 
guftful, after the marked quotation is finifhed, the preface goes 
on, and concludes, in the perfon of the origina] colle&or, in- 
ftead of being refumed by the pen that firft addrefled the reader. 

As Mr. Stzhlin colle€ted thefe detached anecdotes exprefsly 
for publication, it were to be wifhed, even though there was no 
intention to form a biographical narrative from them, that they 
had undergone fome mode of arrangement; either, as near as 
could be, according to the order of time when they happened, 
that we might have traced the progrefs of fo extraordinary a 
character, or to have been fo clafied according to their fubjedts, 
that we might have viewed the character of Peter in its various 
parts; religious, political, domeftic, &c. But they appear to 
be recorded juft as they happened to be received, with no more 
regard to arrangement than the materials of a jeft-book. Who, 
for inftance, after reading a narrative of the Czar’s death, would 
expect, feveral pages following, to meet with circumftances at- 


tending his birth? who indeed would not rather Nave parted 
alto» 























Original Anecdotes of Peter the Great. 130 


altogether with the latter, which confift moftly of aftrological 


redictions ? 

Taking them however as we find them, they form an enter- 
taining fund of materials to illuftrate the character of the great 
perfonage to whom they relate. In Peter, we fee a bold, vi- 
gorous, and enterprifing genius, born in a rude country, burft- 
ing through the deficiencies of education, and all the decorums 
of ftate, many of which he did not know, and all of which he 
difregarded ; to purfue his own extenfive fchemes, and to gra- 
tify his private humours, Had he iffued all his orders from 
amid the formalities of a court, and never laid afide the prince, 
he never could have realized his grand conceptions, nor have 
mace fo fpeedy an importation of arts and civil manners into a 
country where they were total ftrangers, and have taught them 
to fuch reluctant fcholars. Mr. Stzhlin furnifhes a particular 
inftance of his anxiety to know the opinion formed of him in 
other countries : 

‘ The Czar was too clear-fighted not to difcover the opinion en- 
tertained of himfelf, his government, and his new eftablifhments, 
in his own dominions; but he was defirous of knowing the fenti- 
ments of foreign nations, and lolt no opportunity of obtaining this 
information. 

‘N. N. Ambaffador from Ruffia to a court of Europe, on his re- 
turn to Peterfburgh fome time before the end of the Swedifh war, 
fent immediately to inform the Emperor of his arrival, and receiv- 
ed directions to go to the palace about noon, at the breaking up of 
the council. He obeyed, and was very gracioufly received by the 
Czar, who invited him to dinner. 

‘ Peter afked him many queftions concerning the affairs, the fitu- 
ation, and the government of the country in which he had refided. 
During the whole time they were at table, the converfation turned 
only on this fubje&t. At length the Czar afked him in a friendly 
way, what was the opinion entertained of him abroad? 

‘«* Sire, every one has the higheft and beft opinion of your Ma- 
jefly. The world is aftonifhed above all at the wifdom and genius 
you difcover in the execution of the vaft defigns which you have con- 
ceived, and which have fpred the glory of your name to the moft dif- 
tant regions.”’—‘* Very well,” replied the Czar, ‘* very well, 
that may be; but flattery fays as much of every king when he is 
prefent. My objeé is not to fee the fair fide of things; but to 
know what judgment is formed of meon the oppofite fide of the 
queftion. 1 beg you to tell it me, whatever it may be; for I am 
not to learn that foreigners examine my conduét in every point of 
view, and {peak fo freely of me, that you cannot be ignorant of their 
opinion. In fhort, I with to know if it be the fame that 1 have 
often heard, and if you fpeak to me fincerely ?” 

“* Sire,” faid the ambaffador, making a low bow, ‘* fince you 
order me, I will relate to you all the ill I have heard. You pafs 
for an imperious and fevere matter, who treats his fubjeéts rigor- 
a who is always ready to punifh, and incapable of forgiving a 
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© At thefe words the Czar interrupted him with a fmile— “* No; 
my friend,” faid he; ‘* no, this is not all: you will not tell me 
what you have heard. I am reprefented as a cruel tyrant: this is 
the opinion foreign nations have formed of me; but how can the 
judge? ‘They do not know the circumftances I was in at the be- 
ginning of my reign ; how many people oppofed my defigns, coun- 
teraéted my moft ufeful projects, and obliged me to be fevere: 
but I never treated any one cruelly, nor ever gave proofs of tyranny, 
On the contrary, I have always aiked the affiftance of fuch of my 
fubje&ts as have fhewn marks of intelligence and patriotifm, and 
who, doing juftice to the reClitude of my intentions, have been 
difpofed to fecond them; nor have I ever failed to teftify my gra- 
titude by loading them with favours.” 

The public character of Peter is by this time generally 
known ; but the chief value of thefe aneedotes, is where they 

ive us fcenes in his private life. “The following particulars are 
of this clafs : 

‘ The Czar, excited by natural curiofity, and his love for the 
fciences, took great pleafure in feeing diflections and chirurgical 
operations. It was 4im who made thefe arts known in Ruffia. He 
was fo fond of them, that he was informed whenever any thing of 
this kind was going on in the hofpitals, or other places in the vici- 
nity of his refidence, and feldom failed to be prefent if he had time. 
He frequently lent his affiftance, and had acquired fufficient {kill to 
diffeét according to the rules of art, to bleed, draw teeth, and per- 
form other operations, as well as one of the faculty. It was an oc- 
cupation in which he liked to employ himfelf for the fake of prac- 
tice; and he always carried about with him, befides his cafe of 
mathematical inftruments, a pouch well ftocked with inftruments of 
furgery. 

© Having heard that Mrs. Borft, the wife of a Dutch merchant, 
with whom he was well acquainted, was ill of a dropfy, and that 
fhe would not confent to be tapped, which was the only means of 
cure left, he went to fee her, prevailed on her to fubmit to the 
operation, and performed it himielf with a greag deal of dexterity. 

‘ The foilowing day his patient grew better; but tapping hav- 
ing been too long deferred, fhe died a few days after, as the phy- 
ficians had predicted, and the Czar attended at her funeral, which 
was conducted with much pomp. 

* He once exertifed his dexterity with laughable circumftances, 
on the wife of one of his valets-de-chambre, who was a little given 
to gallantry, and whofe hofband withed to be revenged. 

‘ Perceiving the hufband, whofe name was Balboiarof, fitting in 
the anti-chamber with a fad and penfive countenance, he afked him 
what was the caufe of his forrow?—“< Nothing, Sire,” anfwered, 
Balboiarof, ‘* except that my wife refufes to have a tooth drawn 
which gives her the mott agonifing pain.”— ‘* Let me fpeak to 
her,” replied the Czar, ** and I warrant 1’!1 cure her.” 

* He was immediately conducted by the hufband to the apartment 
of the fuppofed fick perfon, and made her fit down that he might 
examine her mouth, although fhe protefted that nothing ailed her.— 
** This isthe mifchief,” faid the hufband; ‘* fhe always pretends 
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not to fuffer when we with to give her eafe, and renews her lament- 
ations as foon as the phyfician is gone.””—‘* Well, well,” faid the 
Czar, ‘fhe fhall not fuffer long. Do you hold her head and 
arms.”——Then taking out a tooth inftrument, he drew, in fpite of 
her cries, the tooth which he judged to be the caufe of her com- 
plaint, with admirable addrefs and promptitude. 

‘ Hearing a few days after, from fome of the Emprefs’s houfhold, 
that nothing had really been the matter with the woman, and that 
it was only a trick of her hufband, he fent for him, and, after hav- 
ing made him confefs the whole, chaftifed him feverely with his 
own hands.” 

The following anecdote is added, as the fequel of the above 
ftory of the tapping for the dropfy : 

‘ When the Dutch merchant’s wife, whom the Czar had tapped 
with fo much fkill, was buried, the monarch was prefent at the fu- 
neral ceremony, confounded with the greateft part of the merchants 
and fea-faring people, of the fame nation, then at Peterfburgh. 
After the burial, he returned with the company to fup at the houfe 
of the deceafed, according to the cuftom of the country. 

‘ When the guefts had drank rather largely, and it was the turn 
of one of the youngeft at table to give his toaft, he kept the cup by 
him for a moment while he devifed a compliment proper to drink 
to the health of the Czar. ‘Then taking up the cup, filled to the 
brim, he rofe, gave the lid toa man advanced in years fitting be- 
fide him, and turning towards the Emperor, cried out, ‘** Long live 
my lord Peterthe Great, and my lady, the Emprefs, his wife. 

‘ This compliment difpleafing him who held the lid, he rofe fud- 
denly—‘* Are you mad, young man ?” faid he, taking up the cup ; 
** is this the way to fpeak? let me give the toaft, as you know no- 
thing of the matter.”” He then turned towards the Czar, and bow- 
ing with a ferious and formal air, drank his health thus—* Long 
live your Majefty my lord the Emperor Peter, and her Excellency 
my lady the Emprefs, your fpoufe.”’ 

‘ The company could not refrain laughing ; and the Czar, much 
diverted with the ridiculous folemnity of the good Dutchman, an- 
Ywered gracioufly, ‘* Bravo, my friend, I thank you.” 

Surgery, however, was but one of his profeffions; al] the 
world knows he was a foldier and a failor, but he was alfoa 
black{mith. 

‘ Peter the Great, defirous of forming ufeful eftablithments in his 
dominions, and of encouraging thofe already exilling, vifited the 
diferent workfhops and manufactories with much affiduity. Among 
others that he vifited frequently, were the forges of Muller at Iftia, 
on the road to Kalouga, at ninety werfts diftance from Mofcow. 
He once pafled a whole month there, during which time he drank 
chalybeate waters; and afier having given due attention to the af- 
fairs of the ftate, which he never negle&ted, he amufed himfelf not 
only with feeing and examining every thing in the moft minute 
manner, but alfo with putting his hand to the work, and learning 
the bufinefs of a blackfmith. He fucceeded fo well, that one of 
the laft days of this excurfion he forged alone eighteen poods of iron 
(the pood ie equal to forty pounds), and put his own particular mark 
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on each bar. The boyars and other noblemen of his fuite wera 
obliged to blow the bellows, to flir the fire, to carry coals and pers 
form all the other offices of journeymen black{miths. 

« Some days after, on his return to Mofcow, he went to fee Ver. 
ner Muller, beftowed yreat praife on his eftablifhment, and afked 
him how much he gave per pood for iron in bar, furnified by qa 
matter blackfmith. ‘* Three copecs or an altin,” anfwered Mul- 
Jer. ‘* Well then,” faid the Czar, ‘‘ I have earned eighteen al- 
tins, and am come to be paid.’’ Muller immediately opened his 
bureau, took out eighteen ducats, and counting them before the 
prince, ‘* Ic is the leaft,” faid he, ‘* that can be given to fuch a 
workman as your Majefty.” But the emperor refufed them: ‘* Take 
again your ducats,” faid he, ‘** and pay me the ufual price; I have 
worked no better than another blackfmith; and this will ferve to 
buy me a pair of fhoes, of which I am in great want.” At the 
fame time his majeity fhewed him thofe he wore, which had alread 
been foled, and ftood in need of another repair. He took the 
eighteen altins, went directly to a fhop, bought a pair of thoes, and 
took great pleafure in flowing them on his feet, faying to thofe 
who were prefent; ‘ I have earned them well, by the fweat of my 
brow, with hammer and anvil.” | 

“ One of thefe bars forged by Peter the Great, and authenti- 
cated by his mark, is ftill to be feen at Iftia, in the fame forge of 
Muller. Another, forged alfo with his own hand, is fhewn in the 
cabinet of the Academy of Sciences at Peterfburgh: but this lat. 
ter was forged at alater period at Olonetz, on the lake of Ladoga.’ 

His familiarity with common life gave him a diftafte for the 
forms and parade of ftate; his aim was to be free and eafy. 

‘ When Peter and his confort dined or fupped alone, which often 
happened, they had only a very young page, and favourite cham- 
bermaid of the Emprefs, to wait on them. And when he had feve- 
ral of his minilters or general officers at his table, he was only at- 
tended by his chief cook, Velten, a cenchtchick *, and two very 
young pages, and they had orders to retire as foon as the deflert was 
put on the table, and a bottle of wine had been fet before each 

ueit. 
ar No lacquey ever made his appearance during his repafts, ex- 
cept when he ate in public. ‘* I have no occafion for them,” he 
often repeated, ‘‘ to make their obfervations on me when I give a 
loofe to my converfation.” 

« He faid one day at table, to the old Baron of Mardfeldt, envoy 
from the court of Pruffia: ‘* Hirelings and lacqueys never lofe fight 
of their mafter’s mouth: they are fpies on all he fays, mifconftrue 
every thing, and confequently repeat every thing erroneoufly.” 

To indulge our readers farther with thefe anecdotes, would 
incroach too much upon our limits. Mr.-S:zblin informs us, 
that, by order of the emprefs El.zabeth, the daughter of Peter 


the Great, abundance of materials were put into the hands of 
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* «A Denchtchick is a foldier appointed to wait on an officer ; the 
Emprefs allows oficers to a certain number, according to their re- 
{pective ranks.’ 


13 M, de 





. 
oe ee ee ee, eee ee ee 








een a ee all, ede oe EE oe ol ee el, ee | 


_ 


+ —-._ BS 











The Olla Podrida. 535 


M. de Voltaire, that he might write the life of her father; and 
that no expence was {pared to induce him to undertake the tafk. 
The court were, however, greatly furprifed and diflatisfied with 
Voltaire’s performance: in which, it is faid, the defire of gain 
prevented his making ufe of half the MSS, he received; and 
which he afterward applied to other works. In feveral parts 
of this ** fhapelefs abortion,” he is affirmed to have fubftituted 
his own thoughts for thofe of his hero, and circumftances the very 
-reverfe of thole contained in his authorities. ‘To fome expoftu- 
lations which he received on thefe points, he replied, that it was 
not his cuftom to copy implicitly the MSS. fent to him, but to 
give his thoughts according to the beft information he could 
procure; and that though he was fenfible of the merit of the 
anecdotes communicated to him, they did not come within the 
limits of his plan. To a queftion, why he unneceflarily omitted 
the names of feveral great perfons and places, and fo dishgured 
thofe which he had been pleafed to name, that they were fcarcely 
known? he replied, ** As far as relates to the disfiguring of 
proper names, I fuppofe it is a German who reproaches me 
with it: | wifh him more wit, and fewer confonants.” 

Thefe anecdotes are all authenticated by the names of the 
feveral relaters; and at the end is an alphabetical account of 
them, fhewing the opportunities which they had of knowing what 


they affirmed, Noo 


Art. VIII. The Olla Podrida, a periodical Work, complete in forty- 
four Numbers. 8vo. 6s. Boards. Dilly. 1788. 


ETA iPAtov wey xaxov, is a maxim which was perhaps 
never more univerfaily aflented to than at prefent. With 
all the fondnefs for reading, now fo obfervable in every clafs of 
thecommunity, few are to be met with who will enter on labo- 
rious difcuffions, or perufe voluminous performances. . Unam- 
bitious of pofleffing thofe genuine pearls of fcience, which muft 
be fought by diving to the bottom of the ocean which produces 
them, the generality of readers content themfelves with the 
fhells that are to be gathered from its fands and its fhallows. 
The great art, therefore, of fafhionable book-making is to be 
brief, gaudy and fuperficial Many writers now employ them- 
felves in dealing out learning, as innkeepers do their liquors, in 
Jmall quantities *. 
in the rank of thefe literary retailers, we may properly place 
the authors of periodical papers, who endeavour to inftruét and 
amufe the public in fhort mifcellaneous effays. This has been 
found an agreeable method of holding the mirrour up to nature, 
and of fhewing the very age and body of the time, its form and 








* «© Punch, in {mall quantities.” Astuiy, 
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preffure: hereby the moral obferver has an opportunity of ex. 
poting many foibles and follies, which lie out of the reach of 
Biore ferious animadverfion, - 

The trade, indeed, of periodical effay-writing is now grown 
old, and has been continued through fo many hands, that it is 
become exceedingly difficult to give it the charms of novelty; 
but, neverthelefs, in the hands of perfons of genius, it will not 
fail of yielding, ftill, fome amufement. 

The Orta Popripa comes tu us with this recommenda. 
tion: it is the joint labour of fome tolerable literary cooks, and 
of courfe will be expefled to have fome relifh. The names of 
thefe providers of food for the mind are, for the moft part, given 
in the preface, by Thomas Monro, A. B, of St. M. Magdalen’s 
College, Oxford, who holds himfelf out to the publie as head 
cook, or, to ufe his own words, ¢ as the original projector and 
promorer of the Olla Podrida.’ This Gentleman (from the 
multitude of periodical eflayifts who have preceded him) might 
be fuppofed to have been puzzled to find a new title for his work; 
and confidering the difficulty, he has been rather fortunate, A 
colleGtion of mifcellaneous papers might not improperly be 
compared to a hodge podge, or Olla Podrida; but then, furely, a 
gentleman who tets before his guefts fuch a difh, fhould pro. 
vide them with a fork or fpoon, to pick out what they refpec- 
tively like from the heterogeneous mas. It muft therefore, to 
drop the metaphor, be conlidered as a great defect in the vo- 
lume before us, that it is furnifhed neither with an index, nor 
table of contents. Mr. M. has fervilely followed his predeceffors 
in other things ; and what could be his reafon for not imitating 
them in giving an index, or a thort table of contents, is a mat- 
ter concerning which we are unable to form any guefs, unlefs 
it be, that this would have given him a little more trouble. 
The utility of fuch helps to the reader, in a work like this, 
mult be fo obvious, that we could not avoid thus noticing the 
omiffion. 

The merit of this colle€tion is various. Different writers 
muft neceflarily have different abilities. Mr. Monro, though 
the conductor of the Osa Podrida, has produced feveral papers 
that are agreeably written; but when he attempts to delineate 
certain characters, he often caricatures, to fuch a degree of ex- 
travagance, as totally to deftroy the intended effect. That the 
progrefs of a poem might be known by the ttate and fize of a 
gouty perfon’s cha alkttones ; that an epic poem has been foretold 
by the fhooting of a corn, and an ode to peace prophefied 
from a pain in the fhoulder, are but forry conceits (and thefe 
are in the firft Numbe:), and fo totally out of nature, that they 
ceafe to be wit. 
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We were concerned likewife to fee this volume, the produc. 
tion of ingenious men, difgraced by a pitiful imitation of Bob 
Short’$ letter inthe SpeClator. Suc! a fquib might once be ad- 
mitted in a periodical paper; but the facility with which it might 
be imitated, ought to keep a man of genius from even attempt- 
ing it. 

But thefe are little defes, which the reader will eafily par- 
don. Mr. M. has, in his fecond paper, fhewn himfelf a good 
critic, in oppofition to the Adventurer; and his delineation of 
the characters of Ulyfles and Achilles, as drawn by Homer in the 
Odyfley and the Iliad, appears to be juft : 

‘ From the contemplation of the character of Ulyffes and Achilles 
very different fentiments arife.—When we are obferving the former, 
the mind is rapt in unwearied admiration, it is fcarce awakened to 
obiervation from a continued feries of praife-worthy aétions, but 
flumbers in the fulfomenets of perpetual panegyric.—If we would 
examine thoroughly the character of the latter, the mind muft be 
ever at work: there is much to praife, and much to condemn; 
through a variety of good and bad circumftances, we mutt ‘* pick 
our nice way.” His well-placed affection, his warm friendfhip, will 
create love; his revenge odium, and his cruelty abhorrence. Doubts 
will arife, and enquiry muft be made, whether the one is more to be 
approved, or the other more to be avoided. ‘Thus are we kept for 
ever on the watch; if our vigilance be for a moment abated, we 
have pafled over fome leading feature in the character of the hero, 
or loit the recital of fome circumftance, by which we might deter- 
mine whether the virtues or the vices of Achilles preponderate. 
When Ulyffes comes forward, the mind is already prepared, and 
knows what to expect : he is either the morrpr ls Cbes Odvecevcs the wife 
and divine Ulyffes, or the Sicsz warryxsas avdvry Ulyfes godlike in voice.— 
But upon the appearance of Achilles, we are uncertain whether he 
has broken his refolution of not going out to battle, or whether he is 
meditating the deitruction of the ‘l’rojan bulwark.’ 

As a turther fpecimen of Mr. Monro’s agreeable manner of 
writing, we fhall extract what he advances in Number 31. on 
the fubjeét of Sunday fchools. 

« An attempt has lately been made to refcue the lower orders of 
people from their extreme of ignorance, by the appropriating one 
day in the week to the inttilling of religious knowledge into the 
minds of the young, and exciting in them a defire of intellectual 
improvement. For the profecution of this plan, fermons have been 
preached, and fubicriptions opened, and every mode of perfuafion 
and encouragement been adopted, that wealth, learning, and be- 
nevolence could fuggeft. Yet to thefe laudable defigns there have 
been found many enemies. Armed with the fallacies of logic, they 
have with fufficient ingenuity demontftrated to us, that the ignorance 
of the multitude is a public good: that to the ‘* hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water,’”’ learning is injurious, or unprofitable; and 
that the hufbandman and the mechanic have other objects on which 
their attention is more properly engaged than wifdom and {cience. 

: All 
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All the arguments which were firft produced to reftrain the arro. 
gance of the owerwi/z, are made ufe of to reconcile ignorance to its 
darknefs, and to hide the light from thofe who, having never en- 
joyed it, are little folicitous to acquire what they have fo long been 
able to live without. Many of thefe reafoners have anfwered fome 
private end. Some have difcovered the fkill with which they can 
argue in a bad caufe; and others, under the fanétion of fuch rea- 
foning, have indulged their avarice, by fparing their money. Bus 
det bim who would prove, that ignorance is either a blefing or a vir- 
sue, remember, that he advances the pof:tion of a wicked man, which he 
mu? fuppert with the arguments of a fool.’ 

Some of Mr. Kett’s papers have confiderable merit, efpecially 
Number 39, on epitaphs. The Reverend Mr. Graves, the au- 
thor of Columella,\The Spiritual Quixote, and other works; the 
Jatee Mr. Headley of Norwich, the publifher of Sele&t Beauties 
of ancient Englifh Poetry ; and Francis Grofe, Efquire, F. A. S. 
and other gentlemen, have contributed to this colle@ion; but 
thofe to whom it ftands moft indebted, are Mr. Berkeley, who 
communicated the Vicar’s Tale in Number 32, 37, and 38; and 
the author of thofe papers, figned Z. The Vicar’s Tale, the 
only one in the volume, is moft attecting, and would not dif- 
grace the Adventurer: and as to thofe numbers which bear the 
fignature of Z, we muft acknowlege, that they have in general 
pleafed us more than any others in the work, 

From politics, the author has cautioufly abftained; and as to 
interference in religion, he thought he fhould do little good; 
for he remarks, that * it fares with this as with a fhuttle-cock, 
which is ftruck from one to another, and refts with none.’ 

On the whole, the Olla Podrida is an amufing mifcellany ; 
and though it has fome defects, the reader will have no occa- 
fion to reproach the author with having made his correfpondence 
with the public the vehicle of private calumnies, or with having 
miniftered by his pen to the gratification of vice. Moo. 





Art. 1X. 4 Series of Letters. Addrefled to Sir William Fordyce, 
M.D. F.R.S. Containing a Voyage and Journey from Eng- 
land to Smyrna, from thence to Conftantinople, and from that 
Place over Land to England; likewife an Account, &c. of the 
Cities, Towns, and Villages, through which the Authos paffed, &c. 
&c. 8vo. 2 Vols. 12s. Boards, Payne, 1788. 


HE writer of the work before us, whofe name is Lufig- 
nan *, and who ftyles himfelf Kozuzozoru7ng, or, a citizen 
of the world, fays, in his preface, * The following letters, con- 
taining the obfervations which I made in my voyages and travels, 


—_ 





* Our readers are not unacquainted with this traveller. In the 68th 
vol. of our Review, p. 529, we gave an account of his Hiftory of the 
Jate celebrated but unfortunate Ali Bey; to whom, as we underftand, 
Mr. Lufignan was fecretary. 
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gre now prefented to the public, unadorned with any embellith- 
ments of art, and have nothing to boaft of but their fimplicity 
and geouinene’s; for as it was not my intention to fwell the 
fize of my book, by borrowing accounts from other authors, and 
imitate thofe pretended travellers who fit in their own clofets, 
and write their journies over the whole world, no more than 
compilations from others; I only here offer a concife defcription 
of the various countries through which I pafled; for had my 
intention been to impofe on the public a voluminous work, 
without having recourfe to the expedients of plagiary, I could 
have formed feveral volumes, of other travels made in former 
periods of my life, for which my memory would have afforded 
me fufficient matter.’ 

On this declaration, we are fomewhat at a lofs what obfer- 
yation to make:—for, of the writer who afferts, in’ pofitive 
terms, that his publication is the refult of aétual obfervation, it 
is not a little unpleafant to remark, that he appears to have de- 
{cribed places which we might almoft fu/pect he has never feen, 
We will tranfcribe, by way of inftance, bis accountof the lake 
Alphaltites, or, as it is ufually denominated, the Dead Sea. 

‘ This lake, or fea, extends in length from caft to weft about 
twenty-fix miles, and from north to fouth fixteen, which is the 
breadth of it #.—-Its waters are fo thick that the greateit wind 
can hardly make any motion on them; the faltnefs of thefe 
waters is alfo fo great, that no kind of living animals-can be 
found in them; the colour of the water, in appearance, feems 
black, but on taking it up with the hand, and pouring, looks 
clear, but not entirely white: on the fhore of it great quantities 
of falt are gathered by the Arabs, with which all Judea and Pa- 
leftine are fupplied: the ftones round it are of a dark grey 
colour, which they burn like fea-coal; but they fend forth 
fuch an offenfive fmell of fulphur and bitumen as is intolerable, 
In the year 1753, in the month of March, when I vifited this 
hellifh fea, I endeavoured to dive in it; but was not able to 
effect this, as the water always kept me up, and rendered my 
fkin as red as fcarlet. At my departure from thence, I took 
fome of thefe ftones, and when I came back to Jerufalem, I 
lighted them at acandle in my room, to fee whether they would 
burn; but no fooner did they begin to fmoke, than I was 
forced to quit the chamber, fo intolerable was the ftench. The 
Arabs told me, that the birds, when they endeavour to crofs this 
fea, fall indead. When I was in it, I fele with my feet fome- 





* Totally wrong. It is feventy miles in length, and tawenty in 
breadth. The length, too, is trom North to South, and not trom 


Fait to Weft. 
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thing like a wall, for which reafon I attempted to dive, toexa. 
mine it with my hands; but I could not, as I faid before. [py 
the vicinity of this lake, about a quarter of a mile diftant, on 
the North-weft and Weft parts of it, there are fome pomegranates 
and apple-trees which bear fruit, and although in appearance it 
looks fine and ripe, on taking it into your hand, and f{queez. 
ing it, there remains nothing but afhes.’ 

The author has here retailed the ridiculous accounts of ear] 
writers, refpecting the noxious properties of the lake Afphaltites: 
all which aflertions have been long fince fully confuted by Maun- 
drel, Pococke, and Shaw, as well as by other judicious and 
intelligent travellers. Can we, after the nonfenfe, fo gravely 
repeated, of apples mouldering ints afhes; of birds falling dead inte 
the aforefaid lake, &c. &c. can we give our author full and ab. 
folute credit for the fidelity or accuracy of all his reports? 

Again he obferves,—‘ under the fouthern hill, is a large 
cave or grotto, which extends from Eaft to Weft, in length 
fifty yards, and breadth twenty; round the infide of which are 
fepulchres cut in the rock, in which all ftrangers who die in 
Jerufalem are buried; and when the body is confumed (which 
an general is performed in four-and-twenty, or fix-and-thirty 
hours the longeft), they gather the bones, and throw them into 
an inner cave, which is joined to the former.’—This pretended 
quality or virtue of the earth of the potter’s field, or, as it has 
dince been ftyled, the Campo Santo,—and of which Sandys has 
given a particular account,—is declared by Maundre} and others 
to be totally falfe.—Thus far with refpeét to his defcription of 
the holy land. 

That part of Mr. Lufignan’s performance, which contains 
an account of his journey from Conftantinople to England (and 
fuch a journey he appears to have a€tually made) is not unenter- 
taining; and from the defcription of the cities and towns; the 
names of the principal inns, &c. Xc. on the route, it may no 
doubt be ufeful to travellers, as well as amufing to the reader. 

With refpeét to the points in difpute between our author and 
M. Volney, who has criticized his Hiftory of Ali Bey, and 
treated Mr. L. as an impoftor, we fhall pafs them over, as the 
particulars would take up too much of our room, without con- 
fributing, in any proportion, to the rational entertainment 
of our readers.—On the whole, whatever miftakes Mr, L. may 
have fallen into, we cannot help regarding him as an bonett 
man, and a well-meaning writer. 

With refpect to the imperfections obfervable in his language, 
the reader will recollect that he is a foreigner, and will make 
allowances accordingly. AB 
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E are always entertained with the variety of new difco- 

veries which are recorded in the Tranfaétions of the 

Royal Society, and are frequently inftructed, by their perufal, in 

many branches of fcience; and indeed in almoft every kind of 

knowlege ; and we hope, by our review of the contents of the 

prefent volume, to Communicate part of that entertainment and 
information to our readers. 


MATHEMATICAL PAPERS, 


On the Probabilities of Survivorfbips between two Perfons of any 
given Ages, and the Method of determining the Values of Rever- 
fins depending on thofe Survivorfbips. By Mr. William Mor- 

an. 

De Moivre’s bypothefis of an equal decrement of life was ge- 
nerally admitted as the bafis for computing life-annuities and 
reverfions ; it has, however, been difcarded by many later writers 
on the fubjeét, on account of its incorrectnefs : and the advan 
tages which arife from it, in facilitating the computation of life- 
annuities, are by no means fo great as to counterbalance the er- 
rors which, in fome cafes, it will occafion. The do@trine of 
life-annuities has been fuppofed to depend on the moft abftrufe 
principles, and to be extremely involved in difficulties, A 
knowlege of arithmetic, and a capacity to reafon juftly, are the 
principal requifites to enable a man, who is endowed with com- 
mon fenfe, and not blinded by metaphyfical duit, to folve moft 
problems that occur; and a little algebra will enable him to 
folve them all. 

Mr. Morgan has here given the folutions of three problems, 
which, he fays, § though the moft common in the doétrine of 
furvivorfhips, have never hitherto been folved in a mannet 
fri@ly true.’ 

The firft problem is, 

* Suppofing the ages of two perfons, 4 and B, to be given, 
to determine the probabilities of furvivorfhip between them from 
any table of obfervations.’ : 

The inveftigation cannot be abridged ; we therefore only give 
the general anfwer. The probability of B’s furviving 4 is 
Ss. ee , c+d _, d-+-e 
ab * 2° + “Tl T 2. 
number of perfons living in the table at the age of 4 the younger; 
a, a", a” &c, = the decrements of life at the end of the rf, 
ac, 3d &c. years from the age of 4; b = the number of per- 
lons living at the age of B the older; and ¢, d, ¢ &c. = the 

number 
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number of perfons living at the end of the rft, 2d, 3d &c. yaaty 
from the age of B. The probability of 4’s furviving B is the 
difference between unity and the feries above mentioned. 

The fecond problem is of confiderable importance. ‘¢ It has, 
indeed,’ fays Mr. Morgan, * been folved by M. de Moivre *, 
and Mr. Dodfon: but the firft of thefe writers has erred mof 
egregioufly in the folution itfelf, and the other having derived 
his rule from a wrong hypothefis, has rendered it of no ufe,’ 
This paflage is furely not exprefled in the ufual language of a 
mathematician. If De Moivre has erred mof? egregioujly, it bee 
hoves Mr. Morgan to fhew how. Nullius addictus in verba, &e, 
is a maxim which all mathematicians muft admit; and Mr, 
Morgan’s bare affertion, without a demonftration, that De 
Moivre has erred mof? egregioufly, will not be admitted as proof 
againft an author who has been juftly efteemed one of the greatet 
mathematicians of the age, and who never advanced any propo- 
fition without demontftrating it. The problem, as ftated by Mr, 
Morgan, is, ‘ fuppofing the ages of 4 and 2 to be given, to deter 
mine, from any table of obfervations, the prefent value of the 
fum S payable on the contingency of one life’s furviving the 
other.” De Moivre’s 17th problem (as it ftands in the Jatt and 
beft edition, printed in 1756) is, ** 4 borrows a fum S, payable 
at his deceafe, but with this condition, that if he dies before B, 
then the whole fum is to be loft to the lender; to find what 4 
ought to pay at his deceafe, in cafe he furvives B.” 

We have copied each problem, that, by a comparifon, our 
readers may judge of their fimilarity. The one is to find the 
prefent value of a certain fum payable on a certain contingency; 
and the other is to find the future value of a given fum ona 
certain contingency : or in other words, they are the reverfe of 
each other. ‘The folution of each depends on the fame prin- 
ciples, and in this refpeét only can they be called fimilar. We 
have carefully re-examined De Moivre’s folution, and do not 
perceive that he has erred mo/? egregiou/ly ; if we except the adopted 
hypothefis of an equal decrement of life in ail ages. 

The third problem is, ‘ The ages of 4 and B being given; to 
determine the value of the fum S, payable on the extinétion of 
one life in particular, fhould that happen after the extin@tion of 
the other life.’ 

The values of reverfions on furvivorfhips are doubtlefs not 
accurately eftimated on the hypothefis of equal decrements and 
the term of life, as ftated firft by de Moivre, and adopted by 
Simpfon, Emerfon, and others. Subfequent obfervations have 
fhewn, that the hypothefis, though nearly, is not ftrictly trug 
and the world is much indebted to thofe geutlemen who have 
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corrected thefe errors, and fhewn the true methods of computing 
the values of annuities and reverfionary payments depending on 
different contingencies of furvivorfhips. 

In this paper, Mr. Morgan has given feveral tables of the 
probabilities of furvivorfhips between perfons of different ages, 
which greatly enhance its value, more efpecially as the labour of 
calculating them is by no means inconfiderable. 

We have lately had occafion to remark, that the Mathemati- 
cal Papers in the Philofophical Tranfaétions were incorrectly 
printed ; in the prefent memoir, we find, at p. 335, 1. 1, .8887, 
which fhould be .8827; and in the fame page, line 3, 9 X 4, 
which fhould be 9 +4. Errors in algebraical or arithmetical 
exprefions ought to be carefully avoided, becaufe they may 
eafily lead the calculator into inextricable difficulties. 


Some Properties of the Sum of the Divifors of Numbers. By Ed- 
ward Waring, M.D. F.R.S., 

Like the generality of Dr. Waring’s Papers, the prefent is a 
moft intricate and abftrufe algebraical calculation. Its ufe in- 
deed is not apparent ; nor will it be perufed with pleafure by 
any others than thofe who have a tafte for the moft abftract {pe- 
culation. An abridgment of what is already too concife for 
moft readers, even thofe who are well fkilled in algebraical 
knowlege, would be more difficult to underftand than the origi- 
nal; to which we refer fuch of our readers as have leifure and 


inclination to examine this curious paper, 


MEDICAL, 


The only Paper belonging to this head is 4" Account of a ree 
markable Tranfpofition of the Vifcera. By Matthew Baillie, M.D. 

Any deviation which nature makes from her ufual path in the 
firucture or formation of her works attracis attention, in propor- 
tion as it is more extraordinary, or more rarely obvious, The 
Lufus which Dr. Baillie has here defcribed, was a complete tran{- 
polition of the contents of the two cavities of the trunk, from 
one fide to the other. The fubje& was arobuft man, about 
forty years old. During life, there was no fymptom that coulé 
indicate the fituation of the vifcera; and all the animal and nae 
tural fun@tions were duly difcharged. Dr. Baillie does not 
mention the caufe of his death, 

The cafe is not without paraliel. Dr. Baillie fays, * 1 have 
only found this fingular /u/us nature defcribed by Cattierius, 
M. Mery, and M. Daubenton ; but by none of them is it fuf- 
ficiently particular.’ Had he turned to the 107th Number of 
the Philofophical ‘Tranfactions, p. 146, he would have found a 
defcription of a cafe fufficiently particular to determine it to have 


been precifely fimilar to the prefent. 
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Every fingular phenomenon in the ftru€ture of animals ought 


to be recorded: for though they may not at firft fight furnifh 


any ufeful improvements in medical practice, or explain any of 
the unknown parts of the animal ceconomy, yet, from a com- 
parifon of them with each other, and from a general view of 
feveral facts taken together, confiderable light may be thrown 
on many obfcure parts of phyfiology; and perhaps fome of the 
anomalous fymptoms in uncommon difeafes might be accounted 
for in a fatisfactory manner. 


ASTRONOMICAL PAPER, 


On the Georgian Planet and its Satellites. By William Herfchel, 
; LL.D. F.R.S. 

In the Jaft volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions, Dr, 
Herfchel gave an account * of his having difcovered two fatel- 
lites, revolving round the Georgian planet. The prefent me- 
moir gives not only a detail of his obfervations on thefe fatel- 
lites, but alfo the deductions which he has made from them, in 
order to afcertain their orbits. 

To determine the orbits of fecondary planets, is an aftronos 
mical problem of no little difficulty ; and in the prefent cafe, 
this difficulty is increafed, by the want of obfervations of the 
eclipfes of the fatellites; and by the great nicety of making 
even fuch obfervations as the prefent fituation of the fatellites 
afford. : 

The refult of Dr. Herfchel’s obfervations, and the calculations 
which he has made from them, are, 

The period of the ift fatellite, 817° 1° 19%. Its diftance 
33°: and on the roth Oétober 1787, at 19° 11° 28%, its Po- 
fition was 76° 43° North, following the planet. : 

The period of the 2d fateliite, 144 11° 5° 1.5. Its diftance 
44.23: and on the rgth October 1787, at 17" 22’ 40” was 
76° 43° North, following the planet. ‘T"he orbit is inclined to 
the ecliptic g1° 1° 32”.2 or 8g° 48° 277.5; its afcending node 
in 18° of Virgo, or 6° of Sagittarius. The fituation of the or- 
bit of the firft differs not materially from that of the fecond. 
There will be eclipfes of thefe fatellites about the year 1799, oF 
1818, when they will appear to afcend through the fhadow, in 
a direction almoft perpendicular to the ecliptic. 

The diameter of the new planet is to the diameter of the 
earth, as 4.31769: 13 its bulk, 80.49256:1; its denfity, 
0.220401 2 1; its quantity of matter, 17.740612: 13 and heavy 
bodies fall on its furface 15 feet 24 inches in a fecond. 

From this recapitulation of the contents of this valuable 
Paper, our aftronomica] readers will eafily perceive that De 
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* See Rev. vol, Ixxvil. p. 179. 
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Herfchel’s calculations have been intricate and laborious. It 
were to be wifhed, that tables of the planet’s motions were con- 
ftruéted from Dr. Herfchel’s own obfervations of its places. 
Thole given in the Connoiffance des Temps of 1787 muft, necef- 
farily, not be fo correct as others that might now be formed, 
fince the nlanet has been longer obferved; and more frequent 
opportunities have occurred for afcertaining the times and places 
of its oppofitions and ftations. The oppofitions indeed feem at 
prefent the moft eligible obfervations for determining the planet’s 
orbit; few of the altronomers of the prefent day have a chance 
of fecing it in the node, and human life will not fuffice for the 
fame obferver to fee it twice in the fame place; for which reafon 
it is a duty incumbent on our prefent obfervers to record their 
odfervations. 


NATURAL HisTory. 
Ob/ervations on the Natural Hiftory of the Cuctow. By Mr. Ed- 


ward Jenner. 

The fingularity of the cuckow has engaged the attention of 
feveral naturalifts; who have made thefe general conclufions, 
viz. that the cuckow is a bird of paflage,—that it does not build 
its own neft, nor hatch its young,—that it depofits its eggs in 
the nefts of other birds, who become the fofter parents of the 
young cuckows. Mr. Jenner relates various faéls which he hath 
obferved, refpeGting the time of the cuckow’s coming into 
England, the manner of its living, the nefts which it chufes for 
depofiting its eggs, the fize of the egg, the time of incubation, 
the manners of the young one, how it is fed, and the time of its 
continuance with us. 

Thefe faéts are all particularly related with great precifion ; 
and are the refult of a long and careful obfervation of the bird. 
We mutt however except the firft and the Jaft circumftance ; 
which are difficult to be afcertained, even admitting the hypo- 
thefis of migration. The notion has been generally adopted, 
without, perhaps, fufficiently attending to nature, Batts and 
fwallows, we believe, do not migrate, though they remain in- 
vifible during many months of the year. The difappearance 
therefore of the cuckow cannot alone be admitted as a proof of 
its migration; and ather concomitant circumftances muft necef- 
farily be adduced in its confirmation. Have the flights of the 
cuckow, either in coming or going, been goticed ? What coun- 
tries does the cuckow frequent when invifible in England ? 
SatisfaGtory anfwers to one or both of thefe queftions, are re- 
quired to complete the natural hiftory of this fingular bird; and 
from the fpecimen which this memoir contains of Mr. Jenner’s 
inclination and abilities for obferving natural phenomena, and 
afcertaining the laws deducible from them, the naturalift is en- 
Rev, Feb, 178g. L, couraged 
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couraged to hope for fome account of the cuckow’s manner of 
pafling his time, and of his a€tual refidence, while invifible in 


England. 
Mu strc. 


Of the Temperament of thofe mufical Inft uments, in which the Tones, 
Keys, and Frets are fixed, as in the Harpfichord, Organ, Guitar, 
&c. By Mr. Tiberius Cavallo, F.R.S. 

In reading the later volumes of the Philofophical Tranfac- 
ticns, we have had frequent opportunities of admiring the ex- 
tent of Mr. Cavallo’s philofophical knowlege, the ingenuity 
which he difplays in many mechanical inventions, and the im- 
provements which the arts have received from his labours. The 
fubject of the prefent memoir has been attentively confidered by 
many able mathematical muficians ; their {peculations however, 
although fublime and highly ingenious, have neither afforded 
any practical rules to inflrument makers, nor facilitated the me- 
thods of tuning the inftruments. 

In the beginning of this paper, Mr, Cavallo gives a fhort de- 
fcription of the o¢tave, and adds {ome remarks concerning the 
nature of founds and the properties of founding bodies, fuch as 
ftrings or pipes ; and in this introductory part, we meet with an 
error. Mr. Cavallo, fuppeting the ftrings in every other refpec& 
equal, fays, p. 239, ‘the number of vibrations, which they 
[ftrings] perform ina given time, is fimply in the proportion of 
their lengths.” According to our fyfiem of mufic, founded on 
the Newtonian dodirine of gravitation, and mathematical prin- 
ciples, the fquare of the time of vibration of any mufical ftring 
is as its length and weight directly, and its tenfion reciprocally. 
Hence, the weight and tenfion being the fame, the time of vibra- 
tion is as the length ; for the matter of the ftring being the fame, 
the weight is as its length and the fquare of its diameter: and 
the time of vibration is reciprocally as the number of vibrations 
in a given time; therefore the number of vibrations in a given 
time, is reciprocally as the length. 

He then defcribes temperament, and fhews the neceffity for 
ufing it in fuch inftruments as have their toncs or keys perma- 
nently fixed. Of this neceffity there bas never been the leat 
doubt, and various have been the efforts of the learned in order 
to afcertain what divifion of the octave would be the beft; dif- 
ferent writers propofing different temperaments, not one of which 
wholly removes the imperfection of thefe inftruments. Mr. 
Cavallo fhews that the beft divifion is that of 13, by equal afcents, 
called by other writers the ifotonic fcale ; of the lengths of the 
firings forming the octave, he gives the following table: 1c0000, 
94587, 85090, 84090, 79370, 74915, 70710, 65743, 62997» 
59462, 56123, 52973, 50000; which we thould not have 
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tranfcribed but for the fake of corre&ting 74915 to 74914, 
70710 to 70711, 66743 to 66742, 62997 to 62996, and 59462 
to 59400. 

‘lo what do all thefe inveftigations tend? or, has Mr. Ca- 
vallo applied them to practice? In fome refpceét he has; for a 
monochord being accurately made with the divifions juft men- 
tioned, is recommended as a help in tuning the harpficord ; but 
to afcertain the divifions and fix the moveable frets on the mo- 
nochord, will be found to be a work of confiderable difficulty. 

The advantages attending this fcale are many; Mr. Cavallo 
particularly mentions one, which indeed is of confiderable im- 
portance, wiz. that, on an inftrument thus tuned, in whatever 
key the performer plays, the harmony will be perfe&tly equal 
throughout. He does not however recommend this fcale for 
tuning inftruments that are to ferve for folo playing, or for a 
particular kind of mufic ; but advifes to tune in the ufual manner, 
viz. fo as to give the greateft effeGts to thofe concords which 
more frequently occur, 


CHRONOLOGY, 


On the Era of the Mabometans, called the Hejera. By William 
Marfden, Efq. F.R.S. and A.S. 

The flight of Mahommed from Mecca to Medina, was (eighteen 
years after it is faid to have happened) eftablifhed, by the Caliph 
Omar, as an epoch to which the dates of all the tranfaétions of 
the faithful fhould have reference. The year of the Mahommedans 
confifts of 12 lunar months, each containing 2g days 12 hours 
and 792 fcruples *; fo that the year contains 354 days 8 hours and 
864 {cruples. In order to reduce this year to an iniegral number 
of days, a cycle of 30 was chofen as the moft convenient period, 
becaufe 30-times 8 hours and 864 fcruples is exactly 11 days 5 
and in this cycle there are 19 years of 354 days, and 11 of 3555 
the intercaiary day is added at the end of the 2d, 5th, 7th, 10th, 
13th, 16th, 18th, 2ift, 24th, 26th, and 2gth years of ihe cycle. 
The commencement of each year of the Hejera will never fali 
on the fame day of the month according to our calendar, but 
will anticipate about 11 days. Mr. Marfden has added a very 
valuable table, exhibiting the correfpondence of the years of the 
Hejera with thofe of the Chriftian era, The firft year of the 
Hejera began Ann. Dom. 622, July 16th. The 1201ft of the 
Hejera, which is the firft of the cycle, began dun. Dom. 1787, 
O&. 24. So that the table may be eafily formed, or extended 
to any length, either backward or forward. 

In the perufal of this memoir, we could not but remark the pre- 
Cifion, with which the Mahommedans, in 622, fixed the lunar 





* 1080 fcruples make an hour. 
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month at 29 12" and 792°, being only 3” 2” too little. The 
Chaldeans however were wonderfully near the truth, for they 
made the Junar month 29% 13% 793°, being only 3; of a fecond 


too much. 
[ To be continued. | R. 





Art. XI. The Poetic of Ariftotle, tranflated from the Greek, with 
Notes. By Henry James Pye, Efg. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Stockdale, 
1788. 

F Ariftotle’s Poetic, fo much talked of, and fo little read, 
* this is the firft good tranflation that hath appeared in the 

Englifh language. That of Dacier, in French, is not in any 

degree to be compared with the prefent verfion, in point of 

neatnefs and precifion. The French critic, it muft be acknow- 

Jeged, has enriched his work with copious and learned notes, long 

held in efteem by the literary world. ‘There is room, however, 

to hope that this country will have to boaft a work of equal 
excellence, fince Mr. Pye has promifed a continued commen- 
tary, illuftrated by examples from the modern, and particularly 

the Englifh drama. By the bill of fare which he gives us, a 

rich banquet may be expected, and for this reafon:—becaufe 

the particulars, fet forth in the preface, befpeak a mird prepared 
for the true beauties of the dramatic art, and the eflentials of 
true criticifm. He propofes to draw a comparifon of the ad- 
vantages and defects of the ancient and modern drama: this is 
a wide field, and the zealots, who confider the chorus as the 
eftablifhed religion of the drama, will, it is prefumed, fee, in 
this part of the work, reafon to read a recantation of their pre- 
judices. Mr. Pye means to treat at large the queftion con- 
cerning poetic juftice, and to examine Ariftotle’s reafons for 
preferring the unhappy cataftrophe, where all are involved in 
one common diftrefs, to that, where vice is punifhed, and vir- 
tue rewarded, A difcuffion of this kind will go deep into the 
fubje&t, and may ferve to render the gentlemen, who write for 
the ftage, acquainted, before hand, with the nature and the firft 
principles of their art. A diflertation like that which is an- 
nounced, will be of this further fervice: it may teach the 
critic not to adopt, with fuperftition, rules of the drama, 
merely becaufe they are in Ariftotle; for in the Greek writer 
many rules are to be found, which are not fundamental, but 
adapted entirely to the ftructure of the ancient drama. We 
have, indeed, in the Poetic, many eflential rules from which we 
ought never to depart, for they are founded in nature. Mr. 

Pye is aware of this diftinétion ; and the performance of this 

part of his promife will, probably, help to open the eyes of 

tuch as have, hitherto, been bigotted to antiquity. Another 
advantage will arife from fuch a work 2s Mr, Pye has project- 
ed, and wewill give it in his own words : 
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* The reader will fee that were our immortal Shakefpeare to be 
tried before Ariftotle himfelf, that candid critic (for candid he is 
in the higheft degree) might find him, perhaps, guilty of breaking 
fome of the municipal ftatutes of the Grecian ftage, yet would he 
applaud him for the higher merit of firictly obferving thofe fuperior 
Jaws of general propriety and excellence, which are independent of 
Jocal and temporary regulations, and which are implanted by the 
hand of nature in the imagination of the real poet, as the laws of 
morality and juftice are in the heart of the virtuous man.’ 

We could not refrain from taking notice of what Mr. Pye 
has promifed, becaufe we approve of his plan, and hope to fee 
it carried into execution, As to what he has performed, when 
we confider the difficulties arifing from the clofenefs of the ori- 
ginal, and a text in fome places injured by time, we cannot 
withhold the tribute of praife, where it feems to be fo fairly 
earned. As we forefee, from the circumftance of another tranf- 
lation being juft publifhed, that Ariftotle will be in our hands 
for fome time, we do not propofe, at prefent, to enter into a 
minute examination either of the doétrines taught by Ariftotle, 
or of the prefent tranflator’s merit. Our reafon is, that the op- 
portunity being fair, we fhall not content ourfelves with a fe- 
lection of particular paflages, to illuftrate our remarks, wifhing 
rather to lay before our readers a compendious view of the great 
philofophic critic, diftinguifhing fuch rules, as appear only to 
be local and arbitrary, from thofe, which are founded in na- 
ture, and therefore of eternal obligation on the poets of tvery 
age and country. In the exetution of this defign, we fhall fre- 
quently have recourfe to Mr. Pye’s tranflation; and when he is 
quoted, the elegance, as well as the accuracy of the verfion, 
will be obvious to the reader of tafte. Before we finally clofe 
our review of the Poetic, we fhall proceed to the tranflation by 
Mr. Twining (which we have not yet feen), and from an ex~- 
ainination of both performances, we flatter ourfelves that our 
readers will find in the following numbers of the Monthly Re- 
view, a concife, yet not defective, fyftem on the fubject of dra- 
matic poetry. And though it will, perhaps, appear that many 
of the precepts laid down by Ariftotle, have been fince, or ought 
to be, rejected by the voice of nature and good fenfe, yet it 
will be found (to ufe Mr. Pye’s allufion to Doétor Harrifon in 
Fielding’s Amelia) that Ari/totie is not fo great a blockhead, as fome 
think, who have never read him, 

As we have now opened our defign, Mr. Pye, we hope, will 
excufe our having fo long forborne to do juftice to his elegant” 
tranflation, and, as the fubject is of importance to the literary 
world, our readers, it is prefumed, will give us credit for the 
difcharge of our promife, in our fubfequent publications ; efpe- 
cially as we have chalked out a plan of no fmall troub'e to our- 
{elves, fince we are to cull from various materials, and (after all) 


L 3 to 

















50 | Crowe—Oratio, &c. 


to crowd a great deal into narrow limits. This, it will be ad. 
mitted, requires fome preparation. 

Ariftotle is, certainly, the firft great author of philofophic 
criticifm. He has, with the utmoft perfpicuity, given the ori- 
gin and progre({s of tragedy ; by a moft ingenious analyfis of the 
feveral parts, that compofe a legitimate tragedy, he has inveftt- 
gated the hidden beauties, proceeding to the fummary perfec- 
tion of the whole; and he has, with that depth of penetration, 
which fo greatly diftinguifhed him, laid open the fecret fources 
of that exquifite art, which raifes delight by a gufh of tears: as 
Boileau fays, 

© Et pour nous divertir, nous arracha des larmes.”’ 


Such a writer, now brought forward by Mr. Pye, and by 
another gentleman of bigh reputation, ought not to be diipatch- 
ed in too curfory a manner; efpecially at a time, when it may 
not be ufelefs to recall our prefent race of dramatic writers to 
fome knowlege of the art which they profefs, As the tafk 
which we propofe to ourfelves will take fome time, we think 
we cannot better clofe this article, for the prefent, than by refer- 
ing our readers to fome particulars concerning Ariftotle, taken 
from ancient authors, which will be found in our Review, vol. 
Nii, p. 200. where we have given an account of a former tranfla- 
tian of this part of his works. 


[To be continued. ] M U.. y- 
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Art. XII. Oratio ex inftituto Hon. Dom. Nathanielis Dom. Crew, 
habita in Theatro Oxon. 1788. @ Guiistmo Crowe, L.L. B. 
e Coll. Now. publico Univerfitatis Oratore. 4to. 18. Cadell, &c, 


F Mr. Crowe’s partiality to Whig principles we had a 

\_F fpecimen in his poem on Lewefdon Hill, which lately came 

under cur notice; but in the oration now before us this par- 
tiality is much more prominent and glaring. So far from 
concurring with the late Dr. Samuel Johnfon, in calling King 
William a fcoundrel, he {peaks of him with all the commenda- 
tion of a true Revolutionift, and evidently thinks, though he 
does not fay it, if the word fcoundrel muft be applied, it fhould 
rather be applied to King James If. His oration is whiggifm 
in all its glory, the blaze of which fome of his auditors could not 
perhaps patiently endure, We, however, applaud his manly, cone 
ititutional fentiments ; and though the Latin may not in every 
refpect be the moft claffical, we have read the whole with plea- 
fure. What were the particular objeCtions which the xgitinwta- 
Tos Ct woaitixwtartos bomines made to Mr. Crowe’s oration, he 
has notin‘ormed us; but fince he publifhes in bis own defence 
(habeant a me defenfionis et re[ponfi loco, ipfam orationem fuis ocult 
jubjeciam), we thal}, that our readers may form fome judgment 
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of his politics and latinity, lay before them a fhort extra& taken 


from the beginning. 

© Centefimus hic annus eff, Academici, ex quo, precipue quidem divina 
ope, deinde confiantia et virtute majorum noflrorum ab graviffimis malis 
infiantifimifque periculis erepti Jumus atgue fervati, Lilo enim anno 
permagna quiacm et ante id tempus inaudita in Britannia res gefia ef: 
Rex potentifimus, quod multa contra remp. fecerat, ipfe eff una cum fa- 
cinorum fuorum fuaforibus et minifiris, cum fea fue facerdotibus et 
affeclis, cum tota denique domo in exilium miffus, eje&us, abdicatus. Tum 
ejus in locum electus a civibus alius, qui jufte et legitime imperaret: ci- 
wium porro jura, ipfo rege apfrobante, definite diffincteque recenfita, et 
novarnm aucioritate legum confirmata etiam et fiabilita. Tanta funt 
bec, Academici, et cum nofira omnium Jalute ita conjundta, ut fi quis alio 
tempore ea dicendo commemorare velit, haud intempeftivum orationis ar- 
gumentum Jumpfife videatur. Seculi autem fpatio jam exacto, oportere 
bac eadem Jelennicri quadam pradicatione celebrari, quis eff gui neget ? 
Fuftum ergo tempus mibi oblarum effe video ; neque deerit legitima dicendi 
materies: dicam enim, Academici, de viris, hac olim intra mania enu- 
tritis, qui infigne virtutis documentum inigquo illo tempore dederunt : pra- 
cisue autem de illis dicam, qui hac ipfa in Academia nefariorum hominum 
aufis, infianti/que tyranni minis refiftere, magno licet cum ipforum di/- 
crimine, non recufarunt.’ Moo, 
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1, Fragmens de Lettres, &c. i. e. Fragments of original Letters 
from MapaMe Charlotte-Elizabeth of Bavaria, Widow of Mon- 
sigur, only Brother of Lewis XLV. 2 Vols. 1zmo. Hamburgh. 
1783, 

HETHER this fportive compilation is genuine or 
not, we are unable to determine; but of this we are 
certain, that many of the jokes have been long in circulation. 

In 1767, a kind of French Foe Adiller was publifhed at Paris, 

in two volumes, under the title of Dyéionnaire d’ Anecdotes, 

fomewhat in the ftyle of this book, ‘Thofe who have leifure and 
iiclination to collate thefe works, will probably find fome of 
toeir old acquaintance in both. Many of the ftories paint the 
gallantry of the court of France during the reign of Lewis the 

XIV. and the Regent, on which, and on jokes of a certain kind, 

Madame dwells with peculiar fatisfaétion. 

But though the firft volume begins much in the ftyle of a jef 
Look, it grows more interefting, and its materials become more 
probable as we advance; and if the work is a forgery, the au- 
thor muft be allowed the merit of confiderable ingenuity; for 
though fome of the pleafantries and anecdotes feem familiar, yet 
there are domeftic defcriptions, and characteriftic converfations, 
Particularly of AZon/eur and AZadame, that are at leaft well ima- 
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This princefs, the mother of the Regent Duke of Orleans, 
notwithftanding the ceremonials, refinements, and varnifhed 
manners of the court of France, where fhe had refided near fifty 
years, when moft of thefe letters were written, preferves the 
lefs polifhed manners and fentiments of Germany, which the 
had imbibed in her early youth; and relates, in pretty plain 


terms, many circumftances to her correfpondents, which, though 


too common perhaps in France to have been thought worth no- 
tice by a native, feem likely to have awakened attention in a fo. 
reigner, 

We have long heard of the gallantry of fafhionable people in 
France, and how vulgar and bourgeois it was for two perfons of 
rank and condition after marriage to be troubled with any thing 
like conftancy, affection, or jealoufy. But we have here frag, 
ments of plain unvarnifbed tales, which paint the manners of the 
French court, in higher colours than can eafily be found in any 
of the numerous memoirs written by the gay natives of France 
during the refidence of AZadame in that kingdom. 

To begin with the Grand Monarque himfelf, who was early 
married to a princefs of Spain; his miftrefles, public and pri- 
vate, during the life of the Queen, were innumerable. After 
mentioning feveral of his early favourites, Madame tells her 
correfpondent, that * the late King (Lewis XIV.) was certainly 
very gallant; and that, fometimes, even to a degree of debauchery, 
All was fair game with him then—country girls, gardeners daughters, 
houfe-maids, chamber-maids, and women of quality, provided they 
did but feem fond of him. I am certain, however, that the Duchefs 
de la Valliere was the only one who had a true affection for him. 
Madame de Montefpan loved him through ambition, S * * * through 
intereft, and M* ** from both thefe motives. La Fontange loved 
him exceflively ; but like an heroine in romance ; for ihe was roman- 
tic beyond all expreflion. Ludri loved him with ardour; but this 
paffion was not long mutual, for the King foon grew tired of her. 
As to Madame de Monaco, I would not {wear that fhe ever rewarded 
the paffion which the King manifefted for her. While his fondnefs 
continued, the Comte de Laufun was difgraced: he had a regular 
but fecret intrigue with his beautiful coufin, and did not forget to 
forbid her liftening to the King: and one day, when fhe was fitting 
with his Majefty on the fteps of the terrafs, in clofe converfation to- 
gether, Laufun, feeing them from the guard-room, came out, fo 
tranfported with jealoufy, that he could not contain himfelf; but 
ranning up the fteps, as if only to pafs by to the terrafs, trod on 
the hand of Madame de Mcnaco, with fuch violence, that he almof 
crufhed it to pieces. ‘The King, in a fury, abufed him for his brutality, 
which the Count anfwering with impertinence, he was immediately 
ordered to the Baftile; which was his firit vific to that fortrefs.’ 

So much for his miltiefles, before he pioufly attached him/elf 
to Madame de Maintenon; which was fo late in life that, when 
Mrs. Cornwall, an Englith lady then at Paris, was afked what 
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fhe had feen at Verfailles? anfwered, ‘* I have feen fuch ftrange 

things as I never expected to fee; love i in the tomb, and mini- 
fters in the cradle :”? meaning the King’s favourite Modems de 
Maintenon, then tolerably old, and Mefirs, de Torcy and Segne- 
Jay, his minilters of ftate, at a very early period of their lives. 

‘It feems to have been generally allowed, that Lewis XIV. 

had more perfonal grace, elegance, and dignity, than any one 
of his court. His fizure was fuch, that in a crowd noone need 
have axed which was the king; and in converfation with per~ 
fons in whom he had an entire confidence, he is faid by AZa- 
dame to have been the moft amiable of men. He had an irony 
and pleafantry which he played off with infinite grace. But 
though this prince had much natural wit, he was a ftranger to 
Jearning and {cience. He had never ftudied; which he feemed 
frequently to lament. However, though he appeared mortified 
and afhamed of his ignorance, there were flatterers ftill more 
ignorant than himfelf, who made their court to him by ridi- 
culing all kinds of learning and fcience, Is there any thing 
aftonifhing, fays Madame, in the bad education of the King 
and his brother? Cardinal Mazarin withed to reign bimfelf ; 

and if thefe princes had been well inftruéted, his dominion 
would have fuon ceafed. The Queen-mother approved of what- 
ever the Cardinal thought expedient, and fhe wifhed to have him 
always at the head of affairs. 

It is a circumftance worthy the attention of Sovereigns am- 
bitious of fame, that Lewis XIV. though he was kept in 
fuch ignorance by the policy of one minilter as hardly to be 
able to read and write, yet by another, the excellent Colbert, 
he was ftimulated to encourzsge and protect men of learning 
and fcience, in a more liberal and effeétual manner than any 
prince on record; and this isthe only fame that is left him, either 
in books, or in the hearts of men. The glory of congquef? no 
longer dazzles even his countrymen who reflect on the injuftice 
of his wars, and the oppreffion of his fubje@ts in fupparting 
them. Even his piety, which feems to have fupplied the place 
of worn-out paffions, unfuccefsful ambition, and fatiated va~ 
nity, was fo tinged with intolerance, and ignorance of true 
Chriftian humility and benevolence, that bigotry itielf is now 
afhamed to defend it. 

And as to the pomp, /plendour, and magnificence of his court, 
palaces, gardens, and public buildings, they have long loft their 
charms in the eye of wifdom and “philofophy, when it is re- 
membered how his fubjeéts were opprefled, and his kingdom 
begeared, to conftruét and fupport them. 

Of all his numerous defcendants, legitimate and illegitimate, 
lineal or collateral, there does not feem to have been one manly 
sobuft conftitution or great intellectual character among them. 
Madame’ s 
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Madame’s account of his eldeft for, the firft Dauphin, is, that 
he was a prince incapable of friendfhip, and only liked his ac. 
quaintance and attendants for his own pleafures. He was very 
fond of people talking to him while he was feated on a chaife 
percée, which was done decently enough, with their backs turned 
toward him. I have often entertained him, fays Madame, in 
the fame manner, from the cabinet of the Dauphinefs, with 
which he was much diverted.— The reciprocal eafe with which 
the moft /erious bu/inefs has been long tranfacted in France, is 
wonderful ! ! 

The Dauphin lived very well with his wife during the fir 
three years or their marriage, but afterward he had miftrefles 
without end; and, according to Madame, he ufed no art, dif- 
guife, or hypocrify, to keep his amours a fecret from his wife; 
they were carried on with drums beating and colours flying, 
He was naturally gay; but fo indolent that he would not take 
the trouble to be cheerful. He would have preferred an idle life 
to all the kingdoms on earth. He refembled the King very 
much in the face. He had a daughter by the acirefs, Raifin; 
but he would never acknowlege her. He had however fome ex- 
cellent principles inftilled into him by his governor the cele- 
brated Boffuet, bifhop of Meaux: but he was too much tired in 
learning them, to bear the additional fatigue of putting them in 
practice, 

He never loved any one fincerely except the Dauphinefs, and 
never hated any one very violently. When he could oblige or 
ferve any perfon without trouble, he fet about it witha “good 


‘ grace; and, when he could vex and mortify, be feemed to do it 


with zeal and fatisfaction. He was, in general, one of thofe 
unaccountable characters that are good, and even very good, 
when they are expected to be bad, and moft mifchievous when 
they are expected to be good. 

He did not like to be treated with too great refpeét, perhaps 
from the trouble it coft him to return it. He feared nothing fo 
much as being King; at firft from tendernefs and veneration for 
his father, and afterward from the fear of trouble. He pafled 
whole days in bed, or in being drawn in a chaife about the gar- 
den, with a cane in his hand, and beating his fhoes, without 
ipeaking a fingle word. 

He never fpoke his fentiments on any fubjeét, unlefs about 
once a year, when, if he chofe to fpeak, he exprefled himfelf 
nobly. His religious opinions were often whimfical. The molt 
deadly fin, in his opinion, was eating meat,on a faft day. He 
fence for the actrefs, Raifin, on one of thefle days of abftinence; 
and having concealed her in a mill, he allowed her nothing to 
eat or drink during the whole day. His miftrefs often related 


the fumptuous manner in which this Prince had treated her. * J 
afked 
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gfked him one day,’ fays Madame, ¢ what was his reafon for con- 
demning ber to fuch aregimen? when he told me, that he meant 
to commit one fin, but not two.’ 

‘ If the Dauphin had chofen it, he might have had great in- 
fluence with the King. His Majefty told him, that if he wifhed 
to ferve any one, or to perform acts of benevolence, he might 
draw on the royal treafury for whatever fums he pleafed: but he 
never availed himfelf of this offer. He faid he fhould be fo 

eftered with folicitations.’ 

How totally unfeeling and deficient in benignity muft that 
heart be, which can fuffer its poffeflor to affign fo wretched a 
reafon for refufing to confer benefits without any other labour or 
expence than the mere act of beftowing, which, to beneficent 
minds, is the firft of all gratifications ! 

His indifference concerning the crown, the Dauphinefs, 
and his friends, was extended to his children; for he lived 
with them as with utter ftrangers, never entering their 
apartments; and, when they met, he called them A/Zon/fieur le 
Duc de Bourgogne, Monjfieur le Duc d’ Anjou, M. le Duc de Berry; 
and they always called him A/Zonfeigneur. 

This Prince died in 1711 of the {mall pox, a difeafe of which 
the French were then fo ignorant, that the King reproached 
Madame during the Dauphin’s illnefs, with having faid that per- 
fons in that difeafe had always a terrible fever when it was at 
the height—‘* why the Dauphin, fays he, is quite eafy; he 
does not fuffer at all during the fuppuration, and the puftules 
begin to dry up.—So much the worfe, fays Madame, in a 
fright, he ought to fuffer extremely—Oh, you know better, 
I fuppofe, anfwered the King, than all the phyficians. I know 
but too well, fays fhe, by my own experience, what the fmall 
pox is; but I hope with all my heart that I am miftaken.” The 
Dauphin died the fame night. 

His eldeft fon, the Duke of Burgundy, by fome called the 
fecond Dauphin, feems to have dwindled into greater imbecility 
both of mind and body than his father. He was extremely deformed 
in his perfon, and a bigot in religion: and though he had the 
excellent Fenelon for his preceptor, he feems never to have dif- 
covered any tafte for literature or fcience. But how unfuccefsful 
have ever been the labours of the moft able preceptors, when they 
have neither had a good head nor a good heart to work on! 
Great expectations were formed of the Duke of Burgundy, 
from the virtue and abilities of his Governor the Duke de 
Bouvilliers, and of his preceptor, the admirable Archbifhop of 
Cambray. But ail they could do with this Prince, who was 
naturally proud and paffionate, was to foften him down into bi- 
gotry and inaétivity; he loft all energy of character, and be- 


Came what Wadame has defcribed him. He was married toa 
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Princefs of the houfe of Savoy, who had not only a very gay and 
fprightly difpofition, but was pretty, and extremely agreeable 
whenever fhe pleafed. 

* This Prince (fays Madame), like moft hump-backed men, had 
an exceflive paflion for the fair fex; and his devotion not fufferin 
him to touch any other woman than his wife, he became extremely 
wxorious. He was fo fearful of pleafing any other female, thar 
when a lady told him one day that he had very fine eyes, he imme. 
diately began to fquint: but this good prince might have fpared 
himfelf thefe precautions. This Princefs had her fortune told be- 
fore fhe left Italy, when it was predicted that fhe would die before 
fhe was twenty-feven, which fhe never forgot. One day fhe told her 
hufband, that her time for quitting the world being nearly expired, 
as fhe knew he could not live without a wife, as well on account of 
his rank, as his religious principles, fhe wifhed to know whom he 
intended to marry: he told her that he hoped God would never 
punifh him fo feverely as to take her from him; bat if that 
fhould happen, he never would think of marrying again, but would 
follow her in Jefs than eight days; and he kept his word, dying of 
grief in 1712, the feventh day after his wife expired.’ 

Though this ftory affords no proof of the truth of fuch pre. 
dictions, it is a notable inftance of the force of imagination; 
and it muft be a ftrong mind indeed, which, after liftening to 
fuch terrific divination, can wholly forget or defpife it: and its 
operations on the health, happinefs, and life of perfons who are 
at all tinétured with credulity and fuperftition, are often fo fatal, 
that whoever wifhes not to fhorten exiffence by fuch means, 
fhould never confult fuch oracles. 

The Duke of Anjou, King of Spain, the Dauphin’s fecond 
fon, fays Madame, is a goad Prince, who {peaks but little, loves 
his wife exceflively, leaves the management of the ftate to others, 
and has an utter averfion to al) kinds of bufinefs. He is de- 
cidedly hump-backed; however, he is taller than his brothers, 
and has a more agreeable countenance. It is very extraordinary, 
but he has fair hair ard black eyes.—He is extremely devout, 
and his piety is one of the motives for his prodigious attachment 
to his wife; for he believes he fhal! bed d if he loves any 
other woman. His good nature renders him fo facile, that his 
wife never trufts him out of her fight, for fear he fhould com- 
ply with improper requefts. The Queen of Spain has a never- 
failing power over the Kirg. Knowing his fondnefs for the 
fex, the has had cafters put to his part of the /ynonime or double 
bed; and when he is intractable about ftate affairs, fhe pufhes 
his bed further off; bot when her propofition is admitted, fhe 
draws‘it nearer, and admits him into her own. 

The Dauphin’s third fon, the Duke of Berry, fays Madame, 
killed himfelf at eight-and-twenty by mere eating and drinking. 
When a child, he promifed more than he afterward performed. 
He was very badly brought up among his mother’s female attend- 
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sats, who made him the common drudge and fag of their apart- 
ments; and it was Berry here, Berry there, and Berry every 
where, on all occafions. At length he fell in love with one of 
the waiting- women, whofe work he had fo long been perform- 
ing. After this, he was married to a daughter of the Regent, 
of whom he was likewife very fond, at Jeaft three months, when 
he was {mitten with a fwarthy chamber-maid. The Duchefs of 
Berry, who was very cunning, foon difcovered this amour, and 
told him plainly, that if he continued to treat her with the fame 
external regard and attention as at their firft marriage, fhe would 
overlook his infidelities; but if he was wanting in the refpect 
to which fhe was entitled, fhe would complain to the King, and 
have his dowdy fent where he would never hear of her again. 
From this time they lived very well together; he treated her 
with refpeét, and fhe let him do what he pleafed. 

The Duke of Burgundy’s only remaining fon, afterward 
Lewis XV. had the fingle merit of being handfome. He had 
certainly a moft noble countenance, de beaux regards ; but though 
the flatterers of Lewis XIV. gave him the title of Louis e Grand, 
and thofe of his great-grandfon qualified him with that of Louis /e 
Bien-aimé, pofterity bas adopted neither of thefe cognomens, 
The amiable weakneffes which, according to Mr, Wraxall, dif- 
tinguifhed the houfe of Valois, feem transferred to the houfe of 
Bourbon ; whofe gallantry and unbridled peffion for the fair-fex 
have been continued uninterruptedly from the time of Henry 
IV. to his prefent Majefty, who feems the moft moderate me- 
narch, in illicit pleafures, of the whole Bourbon race, 

Monfieur, the brother of Lewis XLV. and hufband of the Prin- 
cefs, from whofe letters thefe fragments have been extraéted, 
feems to have been a downright fribble. Madame, who, after 
thirty years ftruggle, had accommodated herfelf to his humours, 
tells us, that there never were two brothers who differed from 
each other, both in perfon and inclination, more than the King 
and Monfieur. The King was rather large and robuft, had a 
noble carriage, with hair of a bright chefnut colour, Mon- 
fieur had certainly not a noble air, and was very thin; his hair, . 
eye-brows, and eye-Jafhes, were as black as jet, with large 
hazle eyes, a Jong and narrow vifage, a large nofe, a {mail 
mouth, and bad teeth, 

‘ He had many female inclinations, He neither loved horfes nor 
hunting, but was fond of play, converfation, good eating, dan- 
cing, drefs, and in fhort every thing that is pleafing to women. The 
King loved hunting, mufic, aad theatrical exhibitions; my hufband 
Only liked private aflemblies and mafquerades. ‘The King was re- 
markably fond of the Iadies; my hufband never loved any one du- 
ring his whole life. 

‘ Though I fuffered a great deal with him, I had a regard for 


him, and during the lait three years of his life 1 had ertirely gained 
his 
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his confidence. I had even made him confefs to me his weakneffes, 
and prevailed on him to join with me in laughing at them.’ 

Cardinal Mazarin ooferving that the King had lefs Vivacity 
than Monfieur, defired his preceptor to ftop his ftudies entirely, 
“© Why (fayshe to La Motte le Vayer) fhould you make the 
King’s brother a wife man? If he becomes more learned than 
the King, he will not know how to obey.” 

« My late hufband (fays Madame) made my children afraid of 
me, by always threatening to tell me of their faults. But, fays I, 
are they not your children as well as mine? why don’r you corret 
them yourfelf? —- I don’t know how to fcold, faid he; befide, they 
don’t mind me, they are only afraid of you. He had a violent aver. 
fion to field {ports, and, except in time of war, never mounted a 
horfe. He wrote fo bad a hand, that he was frequently unable to 
read his own letters, and brought them to me to decypher: faying, 
pray, read me this letter, that [ may know what I have written; 
you are ufed to my hand—at which we have often laughed very 
heartily. 

* He was fo fond of bells, that he made it a rule to be in Paris 
every night of All-faints, when they were inceffantly ringing. He 
loved no other mufic. He was always devout; and as to his bravery, 
the foldiers ufed to fay, that he was more afraid of being fun-burnt 
than of powder and ball. 

‘ Monfieur once pretended, for the joke’s fake, to be in love 
with the Marifchale de **, the fillieft woman in the world. But 
if fhe had never had any other lover than him, her reputation would 
not have fuffered. Itis certain, that nothing ferious ever paffed be- 
tween them. He always took care never to be alone with her, and 
whenever it happened accidentally, he was always in a great 
fright, and faid he was ill.—I have often heard him reproached 
on this account, and we have laughed at it heartily, when alone. 
He fometimes pretended to look at a woman with a kind of liking, to 
pleafe the King; but this was foon over. Madame de Fiéne often 
told him that he difhonoured no female by his vifits; but fuch vifits 
difgraced himfelf. He was fometimes upbraided with having been 
ravifhed by Madame de M a 

According to Madame, her hufband only fpoke to people to 
prevent them from complaining of being unnoticed by him. 
‘ The late King was often pleafant on the fubje&t. My bro- 
ther’s nonfenfe, fays he, makes me afhamed of fpeaking to 
people.” Here her Serene Highnefs relates a converfation be- 
tween her hufband and a gentleman at court, very fimilar to 
that of the late Duke of N in Foote’s Mayor of Gar- 
rat. When the gentleman was prefented to Monjfieur, he faid, 
“¢ You come from the army, Sir?—No, Sir, faid the ftranger, 
I never was in the army.—You come then from your houfe in 
the country? fays Monfieur.—No, Sir, anfwered the gentle- 
man, I have no houfe in the country.—Ah! fays Monfieur, 
you live then at Paris with your wife and children?—No, Sit, 
fays the gentleman, I have never been masried.—Here every 
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one who heard this converfation burft out into a loud laugh, 
and Monfieur was quite difconcerted.” 

And this was the hufband firft affigned to our charming Prin- 
cefs Henrietta, fifter to Charles I1.! Even her fucceflor, who 
has furnifhed thefe fragments, fays, fhe was very much to be 
pitied. ‘ Madame, my predeceflor, fays fhe, was very young, 
beautiful, amiable, and full of grace. She was furrounded by 
the greateft coquets in the kingdom, who were all miftrefles to 
her inveterate enemies, and who tried every thing in their power 
to prejudice her hufband againft her.” Indeed, fuch were the 
diabolical politics of the French court during the life of this 
Princefs, that it was thought neceflary, even by Lewis XIV. 
himfelf, to alarm his brother Adonfieur, with jealouly, left he 
fhould turn his mind too much to politics ! 

Madame’s charaéter of her fon, the celebrated Regent Duke 
of Orleans, correfponds with the ideas which have been long 
formed of that voluptuous Prince; who, according to Voltaire, 
refembled his anceftor Henry [V. more than any one of his 
race; poflefing the fame valour, goodneis of heart, indul- 
gence, gaiety, facility, and franknefs, with a more cuitivated 
mind. 

Speaking of him, while in his youth, AZadame fays, 

‘ My fon has ftudied hard, has an excellent memory, quick con- 
ception, and has a pleafing figure: he neither refembles his father 
nor his mother. My late hufband had a long face, my fon has a 
fquare countenance ; bat he has his father’s gait and geitures, Mon- 
freur had a little mouth and bad teeth; my fon has a great mouth 
and fine teeth. ‘I‘hough learned, he is wholly free from pedantry, 
and has not the leaft dilpofition to melancholy. He has a prodigious 
number of little entertaining ftories at his fingers ends, which he 
picked up in Italy and Spain, and which he relates acmirably. f 
love him however beit when he is ferious; he is then more natural 
and pleafing.’ 

As thefe Letters were chiefly written to Princefs Caroline, af- 
terward Queen Caroline, at the Englifh Court, Madame takes 
great pains to affure her correfpondent, that her fon the Regence 
never had any intention of affifting the Pretender, either pub- 
licly or privately; and if Lord Stair would have made an alliance 
with him, the rebellion of 1755 would never have bappened, as 
he would have prevented the Chevalier de St. George from pafl- 
ing through France. 

* My fon (fays fhe) underftands war, and fears nothing; but his 
great defect is too much gentlenefs, and the liftening to people who 
have lefs underftanding than himfelf, by whom he has been often de- 
ceived. Whatever has happened that is difagreeable or unfortunate 
may be afcribed to that defect. Another fault is his too violent 
paflion for women. Except in thefe particulars, 1 know of nothing 
reprehenfible in him ; but this is fufficient, and thele propeniities are 


but too frequently the fource of great evils. 
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* Formerly his figure was very pleafing, but at prefent he stows 
too fat for his height. But notwithftanding his want of beauty, the 
women are all mad for him; intereft helps attractions, for he pays 
well. As my fon is no longer a youth of 18 or 19, but near 40 years 
of age, people are not pleafed with his attending balls for the fake 
of getting at young women, at atime that he has the whole king. 
dom on his fhoulders. I cannot deny but that my fon has an in- 
fatiable love for women; but he has a favourite Sultana, Madame 
de P***, She is at prefent a widow. She is tall, well made, 
brown, for fhe ufes no white, has fine eyes, a beautiful mouth, and 
little underftanding ; in fhort, fhe is a charming morfel, 

‘It is certain that my fon is fufficiently informed to traf to 
his own jadgment in moft things. He is well verfed in mufic, and 
does not compofe amifs; he fpeaks many languages, and loves 
reading; he underftands chemiltry; has dipped into moft of the 
fciences ; but all this does not prevent his being tired of every thing. 
If he is ever intoxicated, it is not with drams and /igueurs, but with 
generous champaigne, [I tell him every day that he is too good to 
the people about him; but he Jaughs, and fays it is a gocd fault. | 
cannot conceive whence he had his patience; his father had none, 
and I am fure he had it not from me. What the women fee in his 

erfon, I am as unable to difcover; for though I love him myfelf at 
the bottom of my heart, yet his complexion is now a copper colour; 
his complaint in his eyes makes him frequently fquint, his manners 
are not very gallant, and he is very indijcreet. | 

« My fon had a little girl by an aétrefs, who wifhed to prefent 
him with a fecond child ; but he told her it had too much of the 
Harlequin in its compofition—and when fhe defired him to explain 
himfelf, he faid, itis made of too many different pieces. 

« I have often cenfured his ficklenefs in the purfuit of knowlege; | 
but he tells me that it is not his fault; I with to know every thing, 
fays he, but as foon as the knowlege is acquired, it ceafes to give 


- 


. me pleafyre. Ne 


‘« My fon was a boy of only 17 years old when they married him 
by force, threatening to fhut him up in a caftle called Villers-Cot- 
terets. The lady whom he was obliged to marry was Mademoielle 
de Blois, youngeit hatural daughter uf Lewis XIV. by Madame de 
Montefpan, who, though the moft indolent and nervous valetudina- 
rian on record, lived till 1749, when fhe was upward of 70. The 
country has no kind of attractions for my fon; he is only fond of a 
town life, like Madame de Longueville, who being kept a great 
while in Normandy by her hufband, would not enter into any of the 
amufements of the place, though feveral were offered to her choice 
—but fhe told the people about her, that it was in vain to teaze her 
any more about it, for /be hated innocent plea/ures. 

* My fon is naturally brave, and being in no fear of death, itis plain 
that he fears nothing. He does not know what it is to be jealous of 
his miftreffes ; he pretends that tendernefs and jealoufy are only to be 
found in romances. He eats, drinks, fings, and pafles the night 
with his miftreffes, and that’s all. My fon is not capable of bemg 
ferious with bis children, or of preferving the gravity of a father; 
he lives with them like a kind fricnd or brother. He never faysa 
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word to me of ilate affairs, a leffon which he learned from his father, 
who ufed to fay, ail will be right, provided Madame knows nothing of 
the matter. After the Mifliflippi bufinefs, I received a threatening 
letter, that a determined confpiracy was formed to poifon my fon— 
but when I fhewed him the letter, he only laughed heartily at my 
fears for his fafety, and faid, that they were not fufficiently inge- 
nious in France to poifon him in the true Perfian manner, mentioned 
in the letter.’ 

This true difciple of Epicurus died in 1724, at 50 years of 
age, after enjoying every poffible human gratification, natural 
and artificial, to the utmoft limits of his powers; never forget- 
ting to crop thofe flowers, which, according to his own cele- 
brated precept, he thought it right we fhould /ow in our paflage 


to another ftate : 
Si la vie humaine n’eft qu'un paffage, femons au moins des fleurse 


Our extracts from thefe Fragments have been already fo co- 
pious, that we dare not truft ourfelves with the entertaining ac~ 
count which Madame gives of the Miffifippi fcheme by the 
famous projector, Law ; which, befide the madnefs, mifery, and 
calamities it occafioned, was likewife productive of many cir= 
cumftances truly ridiculous, during the golden dreams of the 
whole French nation. 

‘ If Law (fays Madame) wifhed for the favour of French women, 
they would kifs his derriere. One day when he gave audience to z 
great number of ladies, they would not fuffer him to leave them for 
the moft prefling occafions, which though he was forced to explain— 
they only cried out, Oh! if that’s all, we certainly fhall not part 


_ with you—‘* you may do whatever you pleafe, provided you liften 


to us the while.””. ‘There was nothing to which they would not fub- 
mit, in order to get at the fpeech of M. Law. One lady, defpairing 
of fuccefs by any other means, ordered herstoachtnan to dtive to the 
door of a houfe where fhe knew he was to dine, and began crying fire! 
fire! with all her might ; on which the whole company ran out to fee 
where, and Law among the reft; when the curious lady: jumped out 
of her coach to have a full view of him, which having accomplithed, 
fhe took to her heels, and made herefcape. Another lady ordered 
her coachman to overturn her carriage oppofite'to Law’s houfe, in 
order to bring him out to her relief; in which fhe fucceeded with 
whole bones, and confeffed to the terreitrial Plutus that the accident 
was brought about exprefsly to have ap opportunity of {peaking to 
him. A livery fervant having gained a great fum, fet up a coach. 
The firft day that he was to ute it, he went mechanically behind his 
Carriage, inftead of taking poffeflion of the infide—when his coach- 
man cried out, Where are you going, Sir! the coach 1s your own.— 
True, fays the matler—I bad forgot. The coachman of Law him- 
felf became fo rich, that he gave his mafter warning —when the Pro- 
jector begged that he would not leave hiin ull he had found him 
another coachman. ‘The next day his old fervant brought him two, 
and affured his former mafter that they were both fo good, that he 
would hire for bis own ufe the man who was not {9 fortunate as to 
Rey, Feb. 1730. Wi pleafe 
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pleafe him. The Projeétor, Law, fays Montefquieu, turned the 
ftate, as a botcher turns a garment.’ 

The ‘illuftrious author of thefe Fragments has frequently 
charaCterifed the great perfonages with whom fhe lived, in no very 
flattering manner; but, if fhe has been fomewhat fevere on 
them, fhe has not changed her ftyle in fpeaking of herfelf, which 
fhe feems to have done with Teutonic truth and fimplicity. 

* Infincerity,’ fays fhe, * paffes in this court for wit, and truth for 
imbecility ; fo that Iam neither polifhed nor witty—and am often 
told that I am too rude and fincere.— It was in pure obedience to my 
father’s will that I came hither. In my early youth, I ufed to amufe 
myfelf with fire-arms, fwords and piftols, more than toys and dolls, 
‘There was nothing I wifhed fo much as to be a boy, and this nearly 
coft me my life; for having heard that Mary Germain became a boy 
by jumping, I fet about jumping with fuch violence, that it is the 
greateft wonder in the world I did not beat out my brains.—In the 
whole univerfe, more ugly hands than mine, I believe, could not be 
found. The late King has frequently told me fo, in fport, and I 
have often joined heartily in the laugh; for there is nothing on 
which I pique myfelf lefs than on my perfonal charms ; and I gene- 
rally begin the laugh at my own uglinefs, which totally defeats 
the farcafms of others.—I muft be frightfully ugly, for I never had 
one tolerable feature. My eyes are fmal] ; I havea fhort fnub nofe, 
flat lips; out of which the materials for a fine face are but few. I 
have large flabby cheeks, a lank figure, though fhort in ftature. On 
the whole, I am fo hideous, that, if [ had not fome folidity and 
goodnefs of character, | fhould be infupportable. If any one hada 
mind to difcover my wit by my eyes, he muft take a microfcope, or 
be a wizzard. Iwas once to have been married to the Duke of 
Courland; but having feen me, he was fo enchanted, that he never 
returned to finifh the courthhip. 

* I readily obeyed Monfieur, my late hufband, in not importuning 
him with my embraces.—Indeed, I was delighted, when he propofed 
feparate beds, after the birth of my daughter ; for I never loved the 
trade of making children.—Jt was extremely difagreeable to lie in 
the fame bed with Monfieur; he would not fuffer one to come within 
a mile of him when he was afleep, fo that I lay fo near the edge of 
the bed, that I have often tumbled on the floor.’ 

Madame feems, like moft foreign princefles, to. have remained 
a mere bye-ftander at the court of France, neither affimilating 
the manners, nor heartily efpoufing the interefts of that king- 
dom. She hated Madame de Montefpan and Madame de Main- 
tenon alike, and entered into none of the intrigues or cabals 
with which fhe was furrounded. During her fon’s regency, fhe 
wrote her friend, the Princefs Caroline, word, that fhe would 
not meddle with politics. 

‘ Iam too old (fays fhe), and want repofe. I never learned the 
art of reigning, and I fhould acquit myfelf very ill. My fon, thank 
God, has fufficient abilities and talents to do without me. I hhall 
give a good example to my fon’s wife and daughter. This kingdom 


has unluckily been but too long governed by women, old and young 
0 


























of every kind; it is high time now for the men to govern themfelves. 
However, when my recommendation can be of the leaft ufe to poor 
and worthy people, I fhall eagerly ufe it—nothing gives me more 
pleafure than to fucceed in ‘uch applications; and I thank God for 
it as much as if I had been profperous in my own affairs of the 
greateft confequence.’ : 
And with this benevolent fentiment, fo different from that of 
her nephew, the Dauphin, on the fame fubje@, we fhall clofe 
our account of this worthy Princefs and her assent: which 
are rendered fo amufing, by the delineations they contain of 
tranfactions behind the curtain, in the moft polifhed and vo- 
Juptuous court of Europe, that we hope our readers will not be 


offended at the length of our extraéts and remarks. DY Bu..>: 


Art. II. Dela Morale Naturelle, ae du Bonheur des Sots. i.e. 
An Effay on Natural Ethics, or Moral Science. By M, Nec- 
KER. 8vo. Paris. 1788. 

Is it not Patroclus, that here comes forth in the armour of 
Achilles, or rather in an armour as like it as this literary 
Patroclus could procure from the forge of a mortal Vulcan? 
To fpeak without a figure, we cannot difcern in the work bee 
fore us the genuine characters of that elevated genius, that en- 
lightened underftanding, and that feeling heart, which penned 
the Effay on the Importance of religious Sentiments. We are much 
miftaken, if there is any thing more of M. NecKeR in this 
work, than a nice, little, prim piéture of him prefixed to it, and 
a keen and elaborate attempt to imitate his ftyle, in thirty-four 
fhort chapters. We are confirmed in our opinion by an Effay on 
the Happine/s of Fools, fubjoined to the work, which is ftill more 
inferior to the tafte and {pirit of M. NECKER than the work it- 
felf. This fupplement, which is an impotent attempt toward 
wit and pleafantry, in our opinion, fully difcovers the impof- 
ture. 

The work, however, confidered in itfelf, rifes far above con- 
tempt. It abounds with fenfible and acute obfervations on mo- 
ral duties and relations. The ftyle is lively and animated, 
though too quaint and affected ; and the fpirit that reigns through- 
out the whole, is friendly to virtue. The author appears to dif- 
advantage in M. NEcKER’s coat, but he would have pafled for 
a very perfonable man in his own. Mac. 


Art. IIT. Mecanique Analytique. i.e. Analytical Mechanics. 
By M. pe La Grance, Member of the Academies of 
Paris, Berlin, Peterfburg, and Turin. 4to. 513 Pages. 
Paris. 1788. 

The defign of this work, which is worthy the great reputa- 
tion of its celebrated author, is to facilitate the folution of al! 


the problems relative to the — of mechanics, confidered in 
2 all 
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all its extent. Its plan and execution are entirely new; the 
methods which it exhibits are peculiar to the author, as alfo a 
part of the refults which he deduces from them. It is divided into 
two Parts, the firft relating to Statics, or the theory of the equie 
librium of bodies ; and the other to Dynamics, or the theory of 
their motion. 

The principle employed by him in folving the problems of 
ftatics, is that of wirtual velocities, which feems to have been 
hitherto neglected. He prefers this principle on account of its 
fimplicity and univerfality: he finds in it, alfo, the center of 
union, which connects the laws of the equilibrium of fluids, with 
thofe of the equilibrium of folid bodies; and the folution which 
he gives of the different problems, relative to the equilibrium 
of fluids, whether elaftic or incompreffible, is fimply a deve- 
Jopement of this principle, which his method of employing it 
renders productive of the moft interefting refults. 

In folving the problems of dynamics, this writer adopts the 
well-known principle of the late M. p’ALEMBERT, which, in 
order to effectuate the direct folution of the problems, muft be 
combined with fome principle of ftatics. The authors who 
have hitherto treated this fubjeét, have combined it with the 
principle of the lever, or with that of compound motion; but 
M. pE LA GRANGE thinks that the admiffion of thefe, as ac- 
ceffory principles, often renders the folution complicated and 
difficult; and he has found, that the fubftitution of the prin- 
ciple of virtual velocities, in their place, leads to an analytical 
method much more fimple and expeditious. This method, par- 
taking of the advantages of that which is employed in the firft 
part of this work, gives a pleafing appearance of unity to the 


whole. M ad: 


Art. 1V. Moife confideré comme Legiflateur et comme Moralifte. i.e. 
Mofes confidered, as a Lawgiver and a Moralift. By M. 
PasToreT, Counfellor of the Cour des Aides, Member of 
the Academy of Infcriptions and Belles Lettres, &c. &c. 
Svo. Paris. 1788. 

This work is highly recommendable on account of the exten- 
five erudition it difplays, and the method, order, and perfpicuity, 
with which it is compofed. ‘Too much regard is perhaps fhewn 
to Rabbinifm, which often comes in to turn the author’s and his 
reader's attention from the main fubject. His work commences 
from the infancy of Mofes, and the fir/? chapter contains an ac- 
count of his birth and education, with a fummary of his life. 
In the fix fucceeding chapters, M. PAsroret treats of the 
theocracy, of the civil and politica] adminiftration under Mofes, 
and its changes and modifications under the Judges, the Kings, 
and the facercotal ariftocracy, after the captivity of Babylon; 
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where he muft ofien lofe fight of his hero. He treats alfo of 
the civil and religious laws of the Jewifh empire, relative to 
police, religious worfhip and ceremonies, the adminiftration of 
juttice, &c. in which he reprefents the wifdom, as well as the 
ccleftial miffion, of Mofes, in a very interefting light. Mac. 


Art. V. Lettres de Theotime le Philanthrope a Madame la Comteffe 
de B*** fur quelques Objets de Literature et de Morale. i.e. 
Letters from ‘Cheotimus the Philanthropift to the Countefs 
of B***, concerning fome Subjects of Literature and 
Morals. Svo. Paris. 1785. 

Whether thefe Letters be or be not the production of the Vif 
count TousTain RicHEBoURG, and whether the lady to whom 
they are addrefled be, or be not, the Countefs of BEAUHARNAIS, 
is a queftion of fittle confequence to the Reader. It is certain 
that they dogreat honour ‘o the writer, whoever he may be, and 
muft excite a high prepoffeffion in favour of the lady to whom 
they are addrefled, as it is not probable, that a French man of 
quality would fit down to entertain a fair reader with difcuf- 
fions that would not fuit her tafte and feelings. 

The fpirit of religion, which thefe letters breathe, is liberal, 
pure, and peaceable. ‘The ideas which the noble author has 
formed of Chriftianity difengage it, with refpeét to the effen- ; 
tials of belief, confolation, and practice, from all fubtile and 
unintelligible queftions ftarted. by difputaticus theologiits, 
who go beyond their line. He carefully avoids all unfruitful 

i{cuflions, whether philological or metaphyfical, which only 
tend to perplex the head, and leave the heart cold ;—except in 
cafes where the latter is heated with the unhallowed fire of 
polemics, which kindles pride, refentment, revilings, and other 


fins of the fpirit. pe 
- 


Art. VI, L’ Influence de la Découverte del’ Amerique fur le Bonheur 
du Genre humain, i. e. Concerning the Influcnce of the Dif- 
covery of America on the Happinefs of Mankind. By the - 
Abbe Genty, Royal Cenfor, correfpondent Member of the Aom: . 
R val Acacemy of Sciences at Paris, &c. Svo. with a Map 
and an Engraving. Waris. 178%. 
That the difcovery in queftion was neither advantageous to 

America nor to Europe, is a propofition that many believe; and 

this author illuftrates it, and renders it ftriking; but that it 

might have been, and may even yet be made uleful to both, is 

equally credible, ‘The principal obje& of this judicious writer 

is to point out the manner of diminifhing the evils occafioned 

by the difcovery of the new world, end of multiplying the 

advantaves that may refult from it. The woik breathes a li- 

beral fpirit, and is worthy of attention. D2 
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Art. VII. Obfervations fur Montefquieu. i. e. Obfervations on 
Montefquieu. By M, Lenciet, Member of the Academy 
of Arras. 8vo. Lifle. 1788. 

This may ferve as a ufeful introduction to the perufal of the 
Spirit of Laws, the work which M. LenGver has in view, in 
thefe obfervations. It wes prefented to the academy of Bour- 
deaux, as the prize-eulogy of Montefquieu, but was confidered 
by that learned fociety rather as a critical review of the cele- 
brated work now mentioned, than as a portraiture of the ge- 
nius, talents, and charaéter of its juftly celebrated author. This 
engaged M. LENGLET to publifh it under the name of Obfer- 
vations; and in thefe obfervations, many things in the Spirit of 
Laws, which appear confufed or ob{cure (at leaft to the common 


clafs of readers), are happily elucidated. DWhac. 


Art. VIII. Adémoires de MM. le Duc de St. Simon, &c. i. e, The 
Faithful Obferver; or, Memoirs of the Duke of St, Si- 
mon, relative to the Reign of Lewis XIV. and the earlier 
Periods of the fucceeding Reign. 3 Vols. 8vo. (Pr. 12 
Livres. ) 

Thefe memoirs, though they have neither the merit of elegant 
compofition, nor chronological order, are neverthelefs highly 
interefting. They are extracted from the papers of a noble- 
man, who was perfeétly acquainted with what paffed at the 
court of Lewis XIV. and was highly diftinguifhed by that 
rough probity, freedom of fpeech, and aufterity of manners, which 
naturally attract a peculiar degree of credit to his narrative, 
We find here many details and anecdotes concerning the wars 
and minifters of the French Monarch, the intrigues of his cae 
binet, his favourites and miftrefles; the ceremonial of his court, 
the incidents of his private life, his habits and manners, and 
other particularities, that gratify curiofity. The 1ft Book of thefe 
Memoirs comprehends the private and public life of Lewis, 
whom the author exhibits in his manifold /ttleneffes, as well as 
in his fplendid tranfaGtions: the whole, without fear or fae 
vour, and fo as to make the hero appear a M/icromegas, that is, 
a great-little- man. 

The 2d Book contains the particular hiftory of the refpe&- 
able Dauphin (the Marcellus of France), that of the Duke 
and Duchefs of Burgundy, and the reft of the family,—many 
details, relative to the Duke of Orleans, Regent, and other 
Princes of the blood; and a long account of the uncommon 
fortune and misfortunes of that fingular perfonage, the Prine 
cefs of Uifins. The profligate Dubois is not here ftigmatized 
in proportion to his turpitude, nor Fenelon applauded in pro- 
portion to his merit;—and this muft naturally furprife us, when 


we confider the character of the author, , 
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In the 3d Book, we have anecdotes relative to foreign af- 
fairs and perfons, that have acted the firft parts on the political 
fcene; und here the affairs of Spain, and the miniftry of Albee 
roni, occupy a confiderable place. 

In a fupplement, the noble author draws a picture of the 
court of France, as it was in the year 1711, which is very 
curious; and defcribes the tone of manners and morals, which 
diftinguifhed the moft celebrated ladies of that time. M 





MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For FEBRUARY, 1789. 


Law. 


Art. 14. New, candid, and pra@ical Thoughts on the Law of Im- 
prifonment for Debt, with a View to the Regulation of it; for the 
Prevention and Punifhment of Frauds; for the Maintenance of 
Credit; for the better and more fpeedy Satisfaction of Creditors ; 
and for the Relief of unfortunate Perfons confined for Debt; to- 
gether with Heads propofed for an A& of Parliament for effeéting 
thefe Purpofes; and for preventing unlawful and malicious Ar- 
refts. By a Country Attorney. 8vo. 1s. 6d. Whieldon. 1788. 


HE fecurity of private property, and the defence of credit, are 
the objeéts which the law concerning imprifonment for debt 
feems to have in view. The author of the prefent performance 
founds his reafoning on this maxim; and after fhewing that the law 
as it now ftands is no defence of credit, gives no fecurity to private 
property, is cruel and oppreflive, and makes no diftin¢ction between 
an unfortunate honeft trader, and a defigning {windler, he ftates the 
ancient mode of proceeding in cafes of debt—the prefent practice— 
with a few obfervations on them both, and examines the ftatute 32d 
of Geo. II. (ufually called the Lords Act) to fhew its inefficacy, im- 
policy, and fallacy. 

His inquiries terminate in the propofal of heads for an A& of Par- 
liament, for regulating the laws of imprifonment for debt; the 
principal parts of which are, that at a limited time afier imprifon- 
ment, the prifoner may deliver a {chedule of his effects to the plain- 
tiff, and after a ftated number of days to appear in court, there t@ 
deliver a duplicate of his fchedule, and fubmit himfelfto be then ex- 
amined ; that if the court be fatisfied with the ftatement of the cafe, 
and convinced that no fraud was intended, the effects to be equally 
divided among all his creditors, and the debior difcharged. Should 
fraud appear to have been his motive, then penalties are to be 
enacted, For particulars, however, of this apparently equitable pro- 
pofal, we refer our readers to the pamphlet, which abounds with much 
juft obfervation, and feems to point out proper means for the relief 


of unfortunate perfons confined for debt, 
M 4 R......m. pom 
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Art..15. Thoughts on Imprifonment for Debt. Humbly addreffed ta 
his Majelty. By F. A. S. Murray, Efq. 4to. 18. 6d. Hook, 
ham. 1783. ; 

Mr. Murray expatiates on the injuries which imprifonment for 
debt produces to the ftate, to the creditor, and to the debtor: and 
thinks, ‘ that if debtors muft be imprifoned, or driven from their na. 
tive country to avoid it, there ought to be fhort ftated periods ap. 
pointed for the enlargement of the one, and the recalment of the 
other.” This hint feems liable to many objections. It has been 
juftly faid, that ** no man fhould be liable toimprifonment for debt; 
ahat every debtor, of whatfoever degree, if he fhall owe to a certain 
amount, fhall be compellable to fatisfy his creditors in a manner 
more fummary than that directed by the common law before the in, 
troduction of commerce ; and that if he fhall negle&, within a pre- 
{cribed time, to anfwer their ju/f demands, he fhall be liable toa 
commifiion of infolvency : but it fhould not be in the power of any 
malicious creditor to harafs him with a falfe demand.” R.....e im. 


MarRTrIrat Law. 


Art. 16. 4n Opinion on the Power of Courts Martial to PUNISH for 
ConTEMPTs; occafioned by the Cafe of Major John Browne, of 
the Sixty-feventh Regiment. 8vo. pp. 22. 1s. 6d. Bell. 1788. 
In this opinion (which is figned W. Gilbert) the fpirit and ten- | 

dency of the 1sth article of the 16th fection of The Articles of War, 
are feverely impugned, in order to fhew, that the power of fupprefi- 
ing contempts, by fummary punifhment, is either futile or fatal. < In 
the firft ttage only,’ fays the author, ¢ it is futile; in the fecond, and 
every fubfequent, fatal. Nay, itis as fatal, and that in every ttage, 
to the difcipline of the army as it is tothe liberty of the fubjeét. It 
js as inimical to its own party as tothe fafety of the ftate ; as deftruc- 
tive of the caufe it is meant to promote, as of that, with which it is 
in open hoftility.’—This doétrine is warmly but fenfibly and Jearn- 
edly maintained by the author; who appears to have well ftudied 
the fubje&t.— For an account of the trial of Major Browne, {ee Res 
view for July 1788, p. 71. : 


NoveELs. 


Art.17. Melifa and Marcia; or the Sifters. 1rzmo. 2 Vols. 63, 
fewed. Lane. 1788. 

This performance has a more than ordinary degree of merit, both 
with refpect to the ftrength of its characters, and its ftyle. The 
progrefs of vice, as feen in a woman of fafhion, is, in particular, 
delineated with a fpirited but delicate pencil; and the moral, which 
points out the fuperiority of a life of regalarity over that of difli- 
pation, by the example of a death-bed repentance, with all its con- 
comitant horrors, is juch as the lover of virtue muft neceflarily ap> 


prove. AB rm 


Art. 18. Henriztta of Gerftenfeld; a German Story. Vol. 2. 12m0, 
2s. 6d. fewed. Lane. 1788. 

In the title-page to the fir volume of this produétion, publifhed 

jn 1787, the name of /Vicland appeared as its author. It is, how- 

ever, 
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ever, omitted in that of the fecond. We then gave it as our Opi- 
nion (Rev. vol. Ixxvii. p. 7g.), that this little work proceeded not 
from the pen of that ingenious gentleman; and we are not induced, 
from the continuation of the ftory, here prefented to us, to change it, 


Art.19. Memcirs of the Mifs Holmfys. By Sarah Emma Spencer, | 
1zmo. 2 Vols. 5s. fewed. Smith. 1788. 

¢ I do not regret having an opportunity of faying fomething of 
myfelf ; which will, I prefume, difpofe every humane and candid 
reader to excufe fome cf the faults of the following pages. I have 
had but an humble education.—I may truly add, that I have not 
a friend in the world who would take the trouble of correcting thefe 
epiftles: they therefore appear juft as they fell from my pen. ‘hey 
were written by the bed-fide of a fick hufband, who has no other 
fupport than what my writings will produce.’ Author's Preface. 

Such a ftory would affuredly caufe the pen to drop from the hand 
of the moft fevere and rigorous critic. But the writer ftands notin 
need of the indulgence which fhe folicits. Her Novel is generally 
jnterefting. ‘There is 2 happy contraft of charafter in it; and the 
more prominent features ci virtue and vice are depicted with conii- 


derable {kill and judgment. AB. 
Art. 20. O/wald Caftle; or Memoirs, of Lady Sophia Woodviile. 
1zmo. 2 Vols. 6s. fewe:. :lookham. 1788. 


Character and incident, the princip:', and zndubitable requifites 
in novel-writing are not to be found in this performance. ‘lhe 
elegant and the tender, however, are happily blended ia it. It is, 
in ihort, a very pretty love-flory; a ftory from which our women 
may learn, as in a mirrour, to deck themfelves with the jewels of 
virtue and morality—-the brightef? which they can poffibly war AR 

. - 
Art. 21. Phebe; or diftreffed Innocence. 12mo. 2 Vols. 5s. fewed, 
Stalker. 

«¢ Every fable or ftory,” fays the Stagyrite, “ muft havea begin- 
ning, a middle, and an end.” ‘The author of the pxefent perform- 
ance, however, feems to be of opinion that there is no necefiity for 
fuch formalities. Whata jumble of abfurdity is here! ** Chaos is 


come again.” AB. 


Art. 22. The Llufions of Sentiment. 12m0. 2s. fewed. Axtell. 

Trifing and frothy. liabella de Montmorency, the heroine of 
the ‘Tale, informs us that fhe is * inured to tranfcribe her moft trivial 
thoughts’, We are very forry to hear it, and fincerely wifh her 


fome better employment. AB. 


Art. 23, Helena. By a Lady of Diftin&tion. 1zmo. 2s. 6d. fewed. 
Kichardfon. 1788. 

‘ Helena, 2 Novel, by a Lady of ditlinflion.’? No! /aid we, men- 

tally *, on a perufal of it, this is not the production of a woman of 





—— = 


* « Said he inentally.’=This expreflion occurs in the prefent and 
alfo in three or four other Novels, which bave, within the latt 
twelve months, fallen into our hands. From this, and other /xgu- 
éarities, we fuppoie them to be the preductions of one and the faine 


pen. 


fafhion. 
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fafhion. But let not this remark operate to the prejudice of the 
work.—The truth is, that there is no little degree of merit in this No- 
vel: we mean notin the delineation and force of the characters, but 
in the feveral pleafing and truly moral reflections which are fecat- 
tered through it. We with this Lady of difinétion would allow her. 
felf a greater portion of time in the finifhing of her compofitions, fo 
as to give them the correctnefs which they undoubtedly want. But 
perhaps we require what is altogether impoflible. She may be in 
the fame, or nearly the fame fituation as that of many gentlemen ay- 
thors— ** fteeped in poverty to the very lips.””—Unhappy gentle- 
men, the Drydens, perhaps, of the day!—and who, unable in any 
fort, to counteract that poverty, — 
Do pine, 
Look pale, and all December tafteno wine. Juv. Sat. I. 

But this obfervation refpecting the prefent writer is founded only 
in conjecture, and judging from the rapidity with which fhe appears 
so} write; we fhall be glad to find ourfelves miftaken in the matter. 


” AB. 


MiscELLANEOUS. 


Art. 24. A Series of Letters. By the Author of Clarinda Cathcart*; 
Alicia Montague + ; and the Comedy of Sir Harry Gaylove f. 
1zmo. 2 Vols. 6s. fewed. Elliot. 1788. 

We refer in the note below to the opinions which we gave of thefe 
feparate publications before we knew of their affinity, or of their 
common parent, who, in an advertifement to the prefent volumes, 
figns herfelf Jean Marifball, and dates from Edinburgh. We be- 
lieve this Lady profeffes fome branches of education, either publicly 
or privately, and fhe exprefles herfelf with eafe and freedom on the 
feveral points which now have employed her attention. In one of 
her letters fhe gives the public her literary hiftory, a hiftory more 
amufing to the reader than to the anxious writer. The high expett- 
tations of inexperience, and the fevere mortifications of difappoint- 
ment, are however by no means unuafual with literary adventurers ; 
with whom notwithftanding the world is always fufficiently fupplied ; 
and however this Lady may have fuffered, it does not appear that fhe 
is yet difheartened 5 having, from the circumftances related, met with 
more private confolation than many of her unfortunate competitors 
for literary emoluments. 

Thefe letters were written to one of her young pupils, after he 
had left her; and they treat of a variety of fubjeéts, moral, poli- 
tical, and religious ; and though fhe wanders too far from home in 
the latter, fhe makes many judicious obfervations on education and 
morals: in all, however, fhe evidently forms too high expectations 
from the fuccefs of proper tuition, and proper meafures; far higher 
than the untractablenefs of human difpofitions, and the counterac- 
tion of the human paffions, will warrant. Judging from her general 
good fenfe, we were much difappointed at her apology for daubing 
the human face with artificial colours; which we cannot fuffer to 





* See Rev. vol. xxiii. p. 405. + Rev. vol. xxxvii. p.76. Rev. 
vol. xlvill. p. 72. 
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pafs without difapprobation. It is contained in the following paf- 
jage written to her pupil, then in Switzerland ; 

« Atthe wedding to which you was invited, although unacquainted 
with the parties, you fay you was much hurt at feeing the Ladies 
ftanding in a group, the bridegroom in the midk of them, with a 
youge-box in one hand, and with the other, painting the Ladies 
cheeks, fingle and married. You could not help exclaiming,—O 
tempora! O mores !—Now, my dear friend, in my opinion it would 
have been much more agreeable to your natural difpofition of pleafing, 
to have enjoyed the humour of the company; and if [it be] cufto- 
mary for the men in Switzerland to paint an inch thick, to have 
without fcruple followed their example. For my part, I fee no more 
harm in putting rouge on the face, than in powdering the hair, 
only fo far as it is done with an intention to deceive : and even in 
this refpect, I am not very clear about it; for if it is allowable to 
cover any defect of nature, or improve it by art, why not the com- 

lexion ?? 
: Bechufe, though both may be equally prepofterous, abftraéted 
from the obligations of that tyrant, fafhion, the latter is more inju- 
rious than the former, and deftroys prematurely what it was meant 
toimprove. Even if it had not this evil tendency, is one bad habit, 
an act of grofs deception, to juftify another? If fo, the authority 

rows ftronger as we advance, and difdains all limitation! We 
little expefled to find a lady fo'capable of advifing in other points 
of conduat, fo egregioufly duped by a depraved cuftom, that we did 
not think had travelled fo far North. 

We have yet another point to fettle with Mrs. Marifhall, and that 
is, the merit of Novel-writing as a vehicle of inftruction ; which fhe 
ftrenuoufly afferts. ‘1 am clearly of opinion that novels have infpired 
a thoufand young people with principles of honour and moral reéti- 
tude, for one they ever hurt.’ Sorry as we are to difpute her judg- 
ment, we are as clearly of a contrary opinion. In proportion as 
fentiment is fubftituted for adventures, or adventures lead to fenti- 
ment, the ftory grows infipid, and fuch Novels are rejected as bad. 
Novel-readers do not read for inftruétion, but for amufement; that 
kind of amufement which abftraéts their attention from their own 
homely concerns, and carries them into the flowery regions of ima- 
gination, whence they return with reluctance to their own family 
affairs and connections ; which their familiarity with their ideal ac- 
quaintance leads them to defpife, as unfuitable to their new ideas of 
fenfibility ; and a defire to realize fome of thofe pleafing vifions, too 
often tempts them into improper affociations, and to wrong fteps. 
Let the feducing fcenes, to vulgar minds, in the Beggar’s Opera decide 
the queftion. | 

If an haberdafher’s powdered daughter takes every opportunity to 
iteal from behind her father’s counter up to her own room, to ftudy 
the adventures of Jenny and Jemmy Jeflamy ; if every petty gentle- 
man’s daughter difdains the imputation of attending to domeftic 
concerns, to bridle forth a Mifs Byron, we need not wonder at 
matrimonial difappointments, nor to find prudent young men fhrink 
from venturing, where the chances are fo greatly againft them, If 

, the 
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the merchant’s * clerk, inftead of fixing his mind fteadily to traffic, 
and to potting his accounts, diffipates his ideas, by tracing the amours 
of Captain A. and Lady B. or the Covent Garden frolics of Colonel 
C. his morals will be as much difordered as his books: and fhould 
Mrs. Marifhall! plead that the does not write for the low mechanical 
ranks of mankind; yet, if the obligation which Novel-writers are 
under to render their fictions agreeable, does no good to the fupe- 
rior claffes in life, and, which is of much more importance, diftraés 
the attention and perverts the judgment of the lower orders in fo- 
ciety,—the cafual advantage they may afford to thofe few whofe prin. 
ciples are not to be fhaken, cannot balance the extenfive difadvan- 
tage done to thofe whofe paflions make a wrong application of equi- 
vocal leflons! But manners are now fo far relaxed, that thefe anti- 
quated notions will only be relifhed by the few: for even the prudent 
Mrs. Marifhall, who, as we have fhown, allows her fex to improve 
their complexions by paint, confiders domeftic duties as only fervile 
concerns below the attention of a wife, where they can be paid for; 
of courfe, fo far as fuch fentiments operate, they will be paid for 
oftener than they can be fafely afforded. Such dofttrine is at leaf 


unprofitable. Ngo. 


Art. 25. Important Fa&s and Opinions relative to the King; faithfully 
collected from the Examination of the Royal Phyficians, and 
clearly atranged under general Heads. 4to. 1s. Ridgeway. 1789, 
The principa) parts of the examination of the phyficians are 

here felected, and as the title-page expreffes it, arranged under general 


‘heads. ‘The plan is doubtlefs a good one; and admitting it to have 


been impartially executed, this compilement may fave the reader of 
the original report great labour in collecting and judging of the 


faéts. . R..0..em. 


Art.26. 4 Poft/cript to Mrs. Stewart’s Cafe. ato. 6d. See our lak 
Month’s Review, p. 82. 

Mrs. Stewart, otherwife Rudd, continues her fpirited invecs 
tives againit Lord Rawdon (once lier benefattor), as the intercep- 
tor of that public benevolence, to which fhe apprekends herfelf to 
have a peculiar claim, as a woman of birth and family +, reduced 
to extreme diftrefs. She alfo takes fome notice of certain paragraphs 
which had appeared in the newfpapers concerning her; and hhe ftill 
reproaches her enemies, in terms of the moft fovereign contempt. 
Some other perfons of diftinétion are alfo attacked in this pamphlet. 


Art. 27. M. Neckar’s Report to bis mof? Chriftian Majefty in Council, 
announcing important Changes in the French Government. 
Tranflated from the French. 8yo. pp. 47. 18. 6d. Debrett. 
1789. 

It is impoflible to perufe this admirable addrefs to the King of 

France, without being filled with the higheft admiration of the wif- 





* Either an Englith or a Scots merchant; for the heads of both 
are too much diverted from the low attentions on which their welfare 
depends. 

+ See our account of her ca, as above referred to. ‘ 
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dom and patriotic v.rtue of the excellent minifter, to whofe inftru- 
mentality France will, in all probability, be for ever indebted (be- 
caufe fhe can never fully repay him) for that reformation in govern- 
ment, which feems to be happily advancing, with gradual fteps, but 
determined purpofe: fo that the time, perhaps, is at no great dif- 
tance, when that emancipated nation will no longer hear, with ab- 
ject fubmiffion, her Granp Monarque afferting 


«« The right divine of Kings to—govern wrong.” 


PoLITICAL 


Art. 28. 4 Letter to John Horne Tooke, Efq. occafioned by his Two Parr 
or Portraits, and other late Publications. 8vo. pp. 100. 
2s. Stalker. 1789. 

We moft rank this epiftolary performance among the moft diftin- 
guifhed of thofe produétions which have appeared in oppofition to 
the party that hath taken the field under the banners of him who was 
once ftyled the man of the people: a title which now feems to have 
changed fides. 

This well-informed writer, apprehends that the rorTRAITs drawn 
by Mr. Tooke, have been too much contracted; that they have 
been exhibited to the world without thofe elaborate and finifhing 
touches which the pencil of fuch a mafter can give to every feature ; 
that they are only fketches in miniature ; and that, of courfe, they 
muft fail of producing all that general effect which the times re- 
quire.—He therefore advifes his very ingenious correfpondent to 
enlarge his canvafs, and to give us the four perfons, in their fall pro- 
portion, as large as the life. © The materials,’ fays he, ‘ are more 
than can be crowded into the narrow limits which you feem to have 
prefcribed to yourfelf. What you have executed * has done much 
good, but more is in your power. Give us, with that ftrength of co- 
louring of which you are mafter, your Two Pair or Portraits 
over again. Begin with the Right Hon. Henry Fox, and the Right 


‘Hon. William Pitt. ‘Thofe were the names which thirty years ago 


kept the public mind in agitation, and they are at this hour the 
names that engage the attention of the whole community. The fi- 
tuations in which’ the two former ftood, as well with regard to the 
nation as to each other, may be traced ; their conduct in thofe fitua- 
tions may be diftin@lly marked ; and it will not be incarious to point 
out the lines of refemblance in the charaCers and condu& of their 
defcendants. Such hints as have occurred to me, I fhall offer to 
your confideration.’ 

With this view, the writer prefents to his friend, in order as he ex- 
preffes it, * to point out to him a general outline,’ 4 Pair or 
PorTRAITS, * as drawn by the mafterly hand of the late Earl of 
Chefterfield+. Thefe piftures are certainly well painted, and they 
are generally deemed good refemblances ; though perhaps that of Mr. 


ee 





— 


* For the account given by us, of Mr. H. T.’s two Pair of Por- 
traits, fee Review for-Auguft 1788, page 175. 

t The author profefles to have copied them from Flexney’s publi- 
fation in 1777.—-Our readers will find the portrait of Mr. Piste at 
length, in the Review, vol, lvi. p. 293. 
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Fox was rather too harfhly delineated.—Was it not too feverely 
faid, that ‘‘ he had not the leaft notion of, or regard for, the pub- 
lic good or the conftitution, but defpifed thofe cares as the objets of 
narrow minds, or the pretences of interefted ones?”? We hope this 
will not apply to any living character, of confequence to our national 
welfare !—Of Mr. Pictt’s advantageous portrait, as here oppofed to 
that of Mr. Henry Fox, we need fay nothing, having already exhi- 


bited it to our readers at full length. See the note above referred 


to. 
The ingenious letter-writer follows up Lord Chefterfield’s exhibi- 


tion with his own more ample portraiture of thofe two celebrated 
charaters; and he appears to have been well acquainted with the 
originals,—or, at leaft, fufficiently informed, with refpect both to 
their private views and their public conduét. His inveftigations, ac- 
cordingly, feem to have more depth than is ufual with the ordinary 
run of our political fpeculations; and we prefume to add, that his 
details perfectly accord with our own recolle€tion of what paffed in 
the times of which he here takes an accurate review. 

Having gone very circumftantially through the characters of the 
Pitt and the Fox of former days, and contrafted them in the 
moft ftriking light, he modeftly obferves, addrefling himfelf to his 
correfpondent, ‘ I do not pretend that mine is the hand to paint 
them in the ftrength of colouring, with which fuch eminent per- 
fons ought to be finifhed. Icanonly fketch in crayons. You, Sir, 
will be able, if you chufe to retouch your Two Paix oF Por- 
TRAITS, to exhibit to the world, bold yet juft reprefentation. I now 
pafs to the two fons of thofe exalted perfons.’—Accordingly, he en- 
ters On a Curious, entertaining, and perhaps not unufeful difplay of 
the charaéter and condu@, public and private, of the Pirr and 
the Fox of the prefent day. ‘ The fons,’ he obferves, * ftand in 
the fame relation to each other, as their fathers did at the breaking 
out of the French warin1756. We fhall fee them, befides, inthe 
fame relation to their country, both high in office; both competi- 
tors; and of courfe adverfe to each other. How much they retain 
of their refpective fathers, and what they have added, will be matter 
of curiofity ; Sut it will be fomething more than curiofity. Two fuch 
Portraits, given at length, will inform the people of England what 
they are to expect, fhould Mr. Pitt be permitted to continue in that 
high ftation which he has filled for five years paft; or, on the other 
hand, fhould Mr. Fox, in a time of public calamity, rife once 
more to power. If he does, nofrd miferia magnus es! 

The conclufion of the foregoing paragraph will fufficiently inti- 
mate to our readers in what degree Mr. Horne Tooke’s correfpond- 
ent ftands affected to the colours of ‘* d/ue and buff.” —He proceeds 
in his inveftigation of the political manceuvres and changes of the 
times; which he traces down to the prefent day; interfperfing his 
details, anecdotes, and remarks, with fhrewd glances at feveral cha- 
raéters, befide thofe already mentioned ; particularly that of Mr. 
Sheridan, on whom he is pointedly fevere. He alfo takes occasion 
to difcufs the two celebrated India bills, and totally condemns that 0 
Mr. Fox, as highly inimical to the privileges of the great chartered 


company, as well as to our general, national, and confticoxics 
13 rights. 
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rights.—Toward his conclufion, he takes leave of his correfpondent 
in the following terms: ‘ I have now, Mr. Tooke, fubmitted to 
your confideration the hints that occurred to me towards the com- 
pletion of your Two Parr oF Porrrairs. There is abundant 
matter’ [indeed there is!] * for the enlargement of your plan. —f 
flatter myfelf, that in the mifcellaneous manner of this epiftle, I 
have touched fome points worthy of your notice. To /pread 
our canvaf/s wider is a duty which you owe your country ; and let 
me add, that as new actors are every day producing themfelves on 
the great theatre of national bufinefs, it will be a further fervice to 
mankind if you will give their portraits as faft as they rife.’ 

Mr. Tooke will certainly do well to avail himfelf of the afiift- 
ance of fo able a coadjutor,—if he has any thoughts of carrying on 
the bufinefs of literary portrait- painting. 


Art. 29. A Letter from a Country Gentleman, to a Member of Par- 
liament, on the prefent State of Public Affairs. 8vo. pp. 75. 2s. 
Walter, Piccadilly. 

It is impoffible for an impartial and difcerning reader, to perufe 
this letter, without yielding to its very fenfible author, a high degree 
of approbation. His remarks ‘ on the paffing fcene of things ia 
this country,’ and on the views of the contending parties who figure 
on the great political theatre, are ferious, folid, and acute; and his 
charaéters of the diftinguifhed perfons * mentioned in the note below, 
are drawn not only with the utmoft force and freedom of expreffion, 
but, we are afraid, with too much truth of colouring. We repeat, 
that we are afraid, becaufe (we are forry to add) the whole tenor of 
his obfervations ftrongly militates againft the principles and condu& 
of the leaders of that party, lately diftinguifhed by the name of tHe 
Prince’s FRIENDS; but who, in the eftimation of this writer, are 
not, in reality, entitled to that denomination.—As to the political 
merits of this well-written tract, we enter not into the queftion ; but 
we cannot refufe our tribute of praife to the author of avery mafterly 
¢ompofition. 


Art 30. The prefent National Embarraffment confidered ; containing 
a Sketch of the Political Situation of the Heir Apparent, and 
of the legal Claims of the Parliament now affembled at Weft- 
minfter. 8vo. pp.68. 1s. 6d. Hookham, &c. 

The author, who appears, from his manner of treating the fubje, 
to be a lawyer, with his head full of Weftminfter-hall quibbles, and 
intricate problems, fets out with flating, 

I, That the King’s prefent fituation, that is to fay, his political 
fituation, has not been confidered in the propereft light. 

, A The legal claims of the Heir Apparent have been mifrepre- 

ented. 

III. The legal fituation and claims of the parliament, at the pre- 
fent juncture, have alfo been mif-ftated. 





* The Dukes of Norfolk, Portland, and Northumberland; the 
houfes of Devonfhire and Ruffel; the Lords Thurlow, Loughborough, 
and North; Mr. Pict, Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke, Mr. Sheridan, Mrs. 
Fiszherbert, and his Royal Highnefs rus Prince or Wa es. 

For 
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For the author’s manner of reafoning on thefe knotty points, we 
muft refer to the pamphlet: in which are many fhrewd remarks, 
and fabtle conclufions, new, fingular, and perplexing enough to fee 
the whole nation together by the ears. 


Art. 31. Authentic Specimens of all the Addreffes that have been, and 
all " bat will be, prefented to the Right Honourable William Pitre, 
and the virtuous and uncorrupted Majorities in both Houles of 
Parliament, &c. 8vo. pp. 102. 2s. 6d. Ridgway. 

This pamphlet confifts chiefly of fecret inftructions for manufac. 
tered addrefles, with a few fpecimens, in pretended’ cabinet converfa- 
tions between Mr. Pitt, Mr. Robinfon, Mr. Wilberforce, Bithop of 
Lincoln, &c. ‘The author writes well; but he is too fevere on the 
above-mentioned characters, and too liberal of his {neers at other ins 
dividuals. 

Time alone can fhew whether there be any juftice in his opinions 
of Mr. Pitt and his coadjutors, and their meafures. 

We fufpec& that the author of this pamphlet is the fame genius 
who at once entertained and offended us by the ‘ Royal Recollections.” 


See Rev. for Nov. lait, p. 468. ©, Q. 


Art. 32. A Colleion of Addrefes and Letters, that have been fent, or 
may be fent to the Right Hon. Chancellor of the 
Racboqsnr, &e. 8vo. 2s. Stalker. 
Through the medium ef various ill fabricated letters to Mr. Pitt, 
this author execrates that minifter and his meafures, and rejoices at 


his fuppofed downfall. De 


Art. 33. 4 Letter written by his R. H the P. of Wales, in An- 
fwer to Mr. Pitt’s Letter, which contained the Limitations, &c. 
S8vo. 6d. Ridgway. 

4 For reafons beft known to himfelf, the editor of this pamphlet has 
fupprefled Mr. Pitt’s letter; while, in his preface, he loudly de- 
claims in favour of the Prince, and of his anfwer, If, as a compofi- 
tion, the royal reply déferves praife, how much belongs to his High 
nels, as the compy/er of it, we cannot determine :—Suffice it to fay, 
that this copy appears to be incorrect in many places. Pe 


) Art. 34. An authentic Cofy of Mr. Pitts Letter to his R. H. the 
P. of Wales, with his Anfwer. 8vo. 6d. Stockdale. 
This copy feems to be drawn from the fame fource with the fore- 
oing, as it has the fame apparent errors aad imperfections. The 
advertifement of it taught us to expeé fome *‘ conftitutional re- 
marks,’ by the Editor, but ‘ for delicate reafons,’ he has poitponed 
them till the next edition. Do 


Art. 35. Authentic Copies of . Mr. Pitt's Letter to his R. H. the P. 
of Wales, and of his R. H.’s Reply. 4to. 6d. Becket, &c. 
This edition of thefe celebrated letters differs, in feveral inftances, 

from each of the preceding ; and, as far as we can judge, they are 

here given in a really authentic and accurate ftate. Poe 


Art. 36: An Addre/s to his R. H. the Prince of Wales, on the Re- 
ort of his Intention to refufe the Regency. By a Member of 
Taslieahons, &e. Towhich are added Mr. Pitt’s Letter to the 
Prince, and his R. H.’s Anfwer. 8vo.1s. 6d. Kearfley. 
After affecting to condemn, in the Rrongett terms, the Minifter’s 


views and meafures, with refpett to the much controveried r:/fric- 
ti0ns, 
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tions, the author concludes with advifing his R. H. to accept the 

toffered terms, rather than leave a// the power in the hands of Mr. 
Pict.—But there is an appearance of littlenefs and infidious cunning 
in the arguments of this pretended M. P. fuch as, we traft, could 
never have influenced the mind of his Royal Highnefs had they been 
offered to his confideration. 

With refpe& to the copies of the Princé’s and Mr. P.’s letters, 
here annexed, they are not more correct than thé firft two, above 


noticed. 


Art. 47. StriGures on the Prince of Wales’s Letter to Mr. Pitt. Ina 
Letter addrefled to bis Royal Highnefs. By Candour. Svo. pp. 
28. 1s. Stalker, &c. 

Canpour confiders his Royal Highnefs’s letter to Mr. Pitt as 
imprudent and impolitic, with refpect to the writing, and unprince- 
ly, in regard to its publication.—The writer’s expoitulation with bis 
Highnefs on this fubject, is earneft, but decent, and fenfible. 


Art. 38. The Queftion folved: or the Right of the Prince of Wales; 
to be fole, unlimited, and immediate Regent, demonftrated, 
from the Nature of the Conftitution, and the Law of the Land. 
8vo. pp. 56. 1s. 6d. Edinburgh. Printed for Elliot and Kay, 
London. 

What are political demonftrations? In mathematics; demonftration 
generally determines the propofition; but here is a queftion de- 
monftrated at Edinburgh, which at Weftminfter has been re/o/ved in 
a way diametrically oppofite! but fuch differences muft always be 


expected, when demon/ftrations are put to the vote. 


Art. 39, I. 4 Letter from an Irifh Gentleman in London, to the People 
of lreland, on the Limitation of the Regency. vo, pp. 38. 4s. 
Debrett. 


Art. 40. II. 4 fecond Letter, from the Same to the Same. 8vo. pp. 
6z. 1s.6d. Debrett. 

The writer; apprehending that the lords and commons of Ireland 
will be called on to adopt the refolutions of the Britith parliament, 
telative to the appointment of a Regency, endeavours to animate 
them with a fpirit of oppofition to the refrifions ; contending, that 
the P. of W. ought to be invefted with the full prerogatives of the 
crown, with all its attributes and authorities.—He writes with f{pi- 
rit and plaufibility, if he does not argue conclufively: and bis 
clothes are S/ue and buff of thé deepeftdye. It fhould feem that our 
good fifter, Hibernia, hath taken the hint, and followed the au- 


thor’s advice. 


Art. 41. Copy of a Declaration of Articles fubfcribed by the Members 
of Adminiftration, and now propofed for Subfcription to the 
Counties and Bodies Corporate of Great Britain. 8vo. pp. 27, 15 


Debrett. 
An irehical attack on Mr. Pitt, and his adminiftration. The 


irony of this little {quib is not contemptible; and where a man of 

parts is eagerly exercifing his wit in the ufe of this pleafant figure, 

candour and liberality of fentiment are feldom much attended to. 
Rev. Feb. 1789. N Art, 
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Art. 42. A Letter to the moft infolent Man alive. 4to. pp. 3t. 
is.6d. Kearfley. 


The minifter is the character aimed at in this party pafquinade ; 
the lively author of which pofleffes abilities that ought to be more 
liberally employed. The ‘ in/olence” in the title-page, is a fair 
fpecimen of the whole. 7 


Art. 43. 4 Copy of the Speech which it is now faid will be delivered 
by his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, to both Houfes of 
Parliament, on his firft Appearance in the Houfe of Lords as Re- 
gent. pp. 10. 4to. 6d. Walter in Piccadilly. 

Well imagined, and very well written ; though the author could 


have had no expeétation that any thing like it would have been. 


adopted: for he makes the Prince defert the party to which, it is 
generally fuppofed, he has long adhered. Among other unexpected 
things, the regent, Sere, declares his refolution to continue the pre- 
fent miniltry. 


Art. 44. Letters to a Prince, from a Man of Kent. 8vo. pp. §9. 
1s. 6d. Richardfon. 

The man of Kent offers much good counfel to the P. of Wales, on 
the fuppofition of his fpeedily entering on the office of regent. He 
addreifes his R. H. with great earneftnefs and freedom, but with 
no impropriety of language. He is a warm friend co Mr. Pitt, 
whom he confiders as ‘ the moft popular man in the kingdom.’ 
‘After obferving this, it is fcarcely necefflary for us to add, that .he 
ftrongly recommends the detention of fo able and fortunate a minif- 
ter.—Abttracted, however, from the immediate political aim of 
the letters, it would be injuitice to difmifs them without acknow- 
leging their merit, as containing an ufeful compendium of excellent 
moral and prudential! advice to a young prince; on which ground, 
we think they cannot be too much commended. 


Art. 45. A Vindication of the Proceedings of the Lords and Commons, 
upon the Regency: in which the Right is explained according 
to the Cunftitution, as deduced from the Time of the Saxons 
down to the prefent. » With Proofs that the late Prote/s are 
founded in Error: and that an Addrefs to any Perfon to accept 
the Regency would have defeated the End intended to be obtain- 
ed ; be an Infringement of the Rights of the People ; an Offence to 
Majefty ; and an Indignity in the Lords and Commons. By M. 
Dawes, Efq. of the Inner Temple. 8vo. pp. 45. 1s. Whiel- 
don. 1789. | : 

. ‘The copious title fufficiently explains the fubje&t, and the author’s 

purpofe. He dedicates his work to Mr. Pitt, to whom he pays fome 

handfome compliments, founded on his apprehenfion that the minif- 
ter’s conduct * om the prefent event in politics, hath been uniform, 
and confiftent with our conftitution, the law of the realm, and the 
‘ufage of our country: which’ [he adds] ‘ entitles you to the thanks 
of all good and unprejudiced {ubjects.? Mr. D. has taken confider- 
able pains, and manifefted good judgment, in the execution of his 
defign, in’ this vindication of the late parliamentary proceedings on 
the-regency bulinefs. a m 
Art. 
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Art. 46. The Speech of the Rt. Hon. W. W. Grenville, Speaker of 
the Houfe of Commons, in the Committee on the State of the 
Nation, Jan. 16, 1789. 8vo. pp. 58. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 

Mr. Grenville has gained great credit by this circumftantial ex- 
pofition of the late meafures of adminiftration, in regard to the ap- 
pointment of aregent. It contains a clear, diftinét, and well ar- 
ranged ftatement of the whole bufinefs; fuch as muft have carried 
conviction to every impartial ear that heard it; and, if we judge of 
others by ourfelves, it cannot fail of continuing to produce the fame 
effect on the mind of every unbiaffed reader. 


Art. 47. Letters from a Country Gentleman to a Member of Parlia- 
ment, on the prefent State of the Nation. 8vo. pp. 72. 23. 
Stockdale. 

In thefe letters, the conduct of opposition, with refpec to 
national affairs, the meafures of Adminiftration, and the real inte- 
refts of the Prince of Wales, is ftri€tly inveftigated, and totally con- 
demned. The author writes with the utmott ferioufnefs, and appa- 
rent concern for the welfare of his country; and his obfervations 
feem to be-the refult of extenfive reading, and due refletion. He 
appears to be well acquainted with the prefent ftate and paft revolu- 
tions of our political hemifphere; and to have fuccefsfully applied 
his knowlege, in this line, to the topics and queltions that have 
lately been agitated, both in and out of parliament. 


Art. 48.  Odbfervations upon Mr. Sheridan’s Pamphlet, intitled, 
‘« Comparative Statement,” &c. In a Letter from Major Scott 
to Sir Richard Hill, Bart. 3d Edit. 4to. pp. 78. 3s. Stock- 
dale. 

In the preface to this edition, Major Scott renews, with great 
vigour, his attack on Meff. Sheridan, Burke, and she party in gene- 
ral ; and introduces a defence of Sir John Macpherfon, in oppofition 
to the idea which had been thown out, that Sir fohn qwas involved 
in the [alleged] criminality of Mr. Haftings. We know Sir John 
Macpherfon fo well, that we fhall not eafily credit any charges 
again{t him of criminality, with refpect to his government of Bengal ; 
and, indeed, the perufal of this well-written preface will convince 
every impartial reader of the inconfiftency of thofe who have ven- 
tured to infinuate any thing‘to the difadvantage, even in the {mall- 
eft degree, of fo able and fo upright a fervant of the Eaft India com- 
pany. 

Art. 49. Major Scott’s Charge againft the Rt. Hon, Ed. Burke. Feb. 

| 6,178). 8vo. pp. 16. 6d. Stockdale. 

Extraéted from the preface to the above mentioned new edition of 
the Major’s ‘ Obfervations.’? The fubje& of this extract is—the de- 
fence of Mr. Haitings ; for whom Major Scott here, as at: all times, 
proves himfelf an able advocate. 


Art. 50. Seven Letters to the People of Great Britain, By a Whig. 
pp. 80. 8vo. 2s. Stockdale. 
Written with energy and fpirit, on principles favourable to. go- 


vernment, and to its friends under the adminiitration of Mr. Pirtr. 
N 2 Thefe 
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Thefe letters firft appéared, fucceflively, in the Public Advertifes ; 
and are here collected by their author :—who, as it now appears, is 
the well informed Major John Scott. The fubjeéts difcufled, are, 
the principal topics which have been agitated between the great-con- 
tending parties, fince the latter end of Oftober, when it pleafed the 
Almighty to affi& his Majefty with that fevere indifpofition,—from 
which he is now fo happily recoverep !— 


And here, we truft, the feene finally clofes, on one of the moff 
interefting political fruggles that ewer happened in a land of freedom ! 





MEDICAL and CHIRURGICAL. 


Art. 51. Cafes of the Hydrocele, with Obfervations on a peculiar 
Method of treating that Difeafe. ‘To which is fubjoined a fin- 
gular Cafe of Hernia Vefica, complicated with Hydrocele, and two 
Cafes of Hernia Incarcerata. By T. Keate, Surgeon extraordi- 
nary to her Majefty, and Surgeon to their R. H. Prince of Wales 
atid Duke of York. S8vo. 2s. Walter. 1788. 

Mr. Keate has here related fome cafes of hydrocele which were 
fuccefsfully treated by an external application of fal ammoniac. 
The difcatient powers of this falt have indeed long been known, 
even to the Greeks, who, as Mr. Keate acknowleges, ufed it in this 
difeafe ; this is fufliciently confirmed by the cafes now before us, 
which contain many important remarks that are worthy the atten- 
tion of the praétical furgeon. The cafe of hydrocele complicated: 
with dudbonocele and hernia vefice is truly curious, and well illuttrated 
by a drawing of the parts, taken on diffection. R ....,¢ my. 


Art. 52. Report of the Lords Committees, appointed to examine the 
Phyjictans who nave attended his Majefly, &c. December 1788. 
Svd. is. Debsetr. 


Ast. 53. Report from tlhe Committee appointed to examine the Phy- 
ficians, &e. Ordered to be printed. 13th of Jan. 1789. 8vo. 
_ rs. 6d. “Debrett. 


Art. 54. Report from theCommittee, &c. vo, 2s. 6d. Bell. 


Art. §5. Report at large from the Committee, &c. 410. 25. Walter 
in Piccadilly. 

To mention the refpective fizes, and prices of thefe publications, 

is fuflicient information to our readers. See alfo our notice of Mre 

Stockdale’s two editions of ;he laft report, in our Rev. for January. 


Art. 66. n Effay on Creckedue/s or Diftortions 6f the Spine; fhewing 
the Infufiiciency ‘of the Modes made ule of for Relief in théfe 
Cafes; and propofing Methods, eafy, fate, and more effectual, for 
the Completion of their Cures &c. Illuftrated with Copper Plates. 
By Philip Jones. 8vo. 4s. Boards. Cadell. 4788. 

The author of thigs\ ay begins his preface with informing us by 
what means he, who follows the bufinefs of- ftay-making, became 
qualified to undertake the cure of a difeafe which had long puzzled 
the moft eminent men of the faculty. 

‘ Having frequent opportunities of feeing the human body vari- 

oufly difiorted, his invention was often exercifed in contrivances he 
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hide fuch defeéts from the obferving eye: anxious to gain a comps- 

tent knowlege of the natural form of the human itructure, he attend. 

ed anatomical leGtures, efpecially thofe of the late Dr. William 

Hunter ; by which means he became acquainted with the various 

arts of the body, particularly of the fpine; and after knowing its 
ftructure, action, and dependencies, and alfo the modes made ufe of 
in the animal ceconomy for the formation of bone, he at Jaft con- 
trived an apparatus, which faccefsfully reftores diftortions of various 
kinds. What the contrivance is, he has not thought proper to pub- 
lith, but if we may judge of its efficacy, from the ¢5 cafes which 
he hath given, it undoubtedly deferves the higheft praife. 

The plates are figures of feveral varioufly diftorted trunks, which 
are referred to in the defcriptions of the cafes, and they feem fuch 
as many medical gentlemen would be apt to deem incurable. 

This ingenious artift promifes a future work, in which he pro- 
pofes to give an eafy method of procuring a large quantity of de- 

hlogitticated air, and of fiJling rooms with it expeditioufly and ef- 
fectually. | Se 
PoETRY. 

Art. 57. An Elegiac Poem, facred tothe Memory of a Father. By 
the Rev. William Lee, Mafter of an Academy in Lower Tooting, 
Surry. 8vo. ‘zs. half-bound. Buckland. 1788. 

The Rev. Mr. Lee may poflibly be an excellent preacher, and pe- 
<uliarly well qualified to be a mafter of an academy ; but we cannot 
carry our politenefs, even to the cloth, fo far as to call him an excel- 
Jent poet. Perhaps he might have fucceeded better in rhyme, but be 
this as it aay, the Horatian maxim, Quid valeant humeri, fhould 
have reftrained him from clothing bis Mufe in the ponderous armour 
of blank verfe. He has, however, what is better than even good 
blank verfe, a good heart, as thefe effufions of filial piety will ferve 


to demonitrate. M oo. 


Art. 58. The Deferter, a Poem, in Four Cantos; defcribing the pre- 
mature Death of a Youth of Eighteen, who perifhed through ill- 
timed Severity in Dover Caftle, on the sth of March 1788. In- 
{cribed to the Soldier’s Friend and Guardian, the Right Hon. the 
Earl of Efingham. By a-Young Lady. 4to. 1s. 6d. Faulder. 
1788. 

The incident, on which this poem is founded, was certainly much 
more interefting in reality, than it will appear to the reader, under 
the imperfect reprefentation of thefe incorrect and unharmonious 


werles, E. 


Art. 59. The Bee. A Seleftion of Poetical Flowers from the mott 
approved Authors. 1zmo. 1s. 6d. Boards, Chalklen. 1788. 
We have fo repeatedly mentioned productions of this kind, and 

they are generally, at leaft, fo unexceptionable, that of the prefent 

work we have only to fay, it is a judicious felection from our moft 
admired poetical writers, neatly printed, and of a fize convenient 
for the pocket. The number of publications of this fort is, however, 
unneceflarily increafed ; and the proprietors of the collected works 
of the different authors are injured by their beft pieces being fo con- 


tinually ftolen, and fold at fo cheap a rate. 
N 3 G. 2. Art. 








ee 
—~ = 


Pee Smee ~~ 
< : ,, ~~ 


ee 


a da 











182 Montuty CaATaLocue, Poetical. 


Art, 60. An improved Edition of the Songs in the Burletta of Midas, 
sauteed tothe Times. 8vo. pp. 38. 1s. 6d. Stockdale. 
This burlefquer of courts, of ftatemen, and even Majefty itfelf, 
reminds us of Swift’s allufion to a puppet-fhew; where, 


“¢ In doleful fcenes, that break one’s heart, 
<* Punch bounces in, and let’s a —— ”’ 


Our politico-poetic buffoon directs his battery chiefly againft Carle- 
ton-houfe, where every thing is turned to farce, and exhibited in jar- 
gon rhimes;—fuch rhimes, however, and fuch farce as may be 
deemed fuitable enough to the character and talents of a literary 
punchionello. ' 


‘ 
Art. 61. The Banquet of Thalia, or the Fafhionable Songfter’s 
Pocket Memorial ; an elegant Collection of the moft admired 
Songs, from ancient and modern Authors. 12mo. 3s. 6d. fewed. 

Scatcherd and Whitaker. 1788. 

Tt is feldom that we can, in confcience, commend the fong-books, 
publifhed, from time to time, by our modern bookfellers. The 
compiler of this colleétion has omitted thofe obfcene and trifling 
compofitions which are too commonly met with in publications of 
this kind ; and his felection from the lyrifts of Vauxhall, the theatres, 
the Anacreontic fociety, and other affemblies, mufical and convivial, 
appears to be made with judgment and tafte. The fongs taken from 
our poets of the laft and the preceding age are few, but well! chofen:: 
fuch as ‘* Come live with me, and be my Love”—** Blow, blow, 
thou Winter’s Wind”—*‘* The Noon-tide Air’—** The Vicar of 
Bray”—** When Britain firft, at Heaven’s Command”’—&c. &c. 


Art. 62. 4 poetical Epiftle to a falling Miniffer ; alfo an Imitation of 
the 12th Ode of Horace. By Peter Pindar, Efquire. 4to. 2s. 6d. 
p. 30. Kearfley. 1789. 

Poses Pindar, Efquire, now ftands forth, confeffed, the poetical 
champion of Oppofition; and, armed at all points, he furioufly falls 
upon the * falling *’ Minifter, and other chiefs of the Ins,—{paring 
neither rank, dignity, nor even sex: the Queen herfelf not efcaping 
his rage. His abufe of Mr. Pitt, however, exceeds all bounds; but 
by over-fhooting the mark, the archer often miffes his ajm. The 
other objects of the poet’s fury are, her Majefty’s brothers, Mad. 
Swellenberg, the Lords C—— n, T——w, and W-——h, the Speak- 
er, Mr. R—Ile, &c. not over-looking Doétor Willis, who, perhaps, 
may have committed the fin not to be forgiven. Peter fofiens, a little, 
however, On mentioning Ireland, whoie appointment of a regent 
without refiridtions feems to have almoit brought him into good hu- 
mour. A few lines from this part of the poem may ferve as a fpeci- 
men ; which we fhall infert, if it be only to pleafe our very loyal 
friends on the other fide of the herring-pond: 


‘O Pirr ft! a filter kingdom damns thy deeds, 
And pities haplefs Britain as fhe bleeds. 





* But not yet ** fallen from his high eftate,” : 
+ The poet has left a blank for the name, which we venture to 
fill up, to prevent the reader’s falling into any miftake, 
q | HIBeRNIA 
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-Hipernra feorns each meanly treach’rous art 
Hatch’d by the bafe r-b ——n of thy heart, 
That crawls an afpic bloated black with fate, 
To pour a dire contagion through the ftate. 

She, with an honeft voice, her Prince approves, 
And nobly trufts the virtues that fhe loves.’ 


The beft, and pleafanteft parts of this work are the Dialogues be- 


tween PrupEeNnceE and Peter; but for thefe we mutt refer to the 


poem at length. 
Art. 63. The Choice of a Hufband. A Poem. 4to. -18. Printed at 
Ofweftry, and fold by Robinfons in London. 17388. 
If the precepts in thefe verfes were not better than the poetry, they 


would deferve little attention from the fair. E.....d- 


EpucATION, SCHOOL-Books, &z, 


Art. 64. The French Scholar put to trial; or, Quettionson the French 


Language: to which is prefixed an Explanation of the feveral 

Rules. By J. A. Ourry, Teacher of Languages, Greenwich. 12mo. 

1s.3d. Deighton. 1788. 

tt is true, as this writer obferves, that youth are apt to think it 
fufficient if they learn and repeat the rules to which they are directed, 
without reflecting on their meaning, or applying them to ufe. Mr. 
Ourry has taken the hint from Morgan’s Grammatice Queftiones, to 
attempt fomething of a fimilar kind for the French language. He 
has employed confiderable attention far this purpofe, and we appre- 
hend that the explication and application which are made of the 
rules, or rather which are here intended to be drawn from young 
perfons themfelves, may prove beneficial, Very far wouid we 
be from appearing to difcourage any attempt to meliorate the me- 
thods of education.—Yet may-it not be afked, whether queitions of 
this kind might not be fuppofed readily to occur to inftructors who 


unite with common fenie an earnelt defire to improve their pupils ? Hi...s 


Art. 65. Exercifes in Latin Compofition. By the Rev. John Adams, 
Author of Lediones Selef@a. 1zmo. is. 6d. Law. 

The frf part of this book contains eafy Englith leffons, with the 
Latin words to be rendered by the fcholar into their proper 
cafes, moods, genders, &c. The /ecoud, Englifh leffons, without 
the Latin words; that the learner may confult his dictionary and 
chufe for himfelf. It is intended as a fequel to, or to be ufed in 
turns with, Exempla Minora, Bailey’s Exerciies, or any other intro- 
dudtory performance, of a like nature. 

The author flatters himfelf, that after the rules of fyntax are un- 
derftood and exemplified, thefe leffons will contribute more to the 
improvement of youth, in Latin compofition, than any thing yet 
publithed. We think with him, that under a proper direétian, they 


may be found very ferviceable in advancing the end propofed. Jy¢@ 


Art. 66. The Book of Nature ; or, the true Senfe of Things explained, 
and made ealy to the Capacities of Children. 12mo. 4d. Robinfons. 
1788, 

‘ All children,’ obferves this author, ‘ are delighted with pic- 
tures: but they do not know that the whole world is a picture, and 
N 4 ~ that 
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that all the things we /ze fpeak fomething to the mind, to inftru& 
and improve it.’ On fuch a principle this little book is formed ; 
and we are inclined to {peak of 1t as a pretty and a ufeful perform- 
ance. The defign is ingenious and fenfible, the execution alfo 
agreeable, and well adapted to the intention: yet, we unwillingly 
add, there may perhaps be a few inftances, in which the remarks 
here made may tend to form prejudices in the young mind, or give it 
a bias not altogether favourable to candid inquiry and liberality.4¢, 


Art. 67. Lilly’s Accidence enlarged; or, a complete Introdudion, in 
Englith Profe, to the feveral Parts of Englifh Grammar, and a 
Syitem of Rhetoric illuftrated by Examples of Claflic Authority, 
vzmo. 18) 6d, Lowndes. 1788. | 
This is the feventh edition of the prefent work, with improve- 


ments. De 


Art. 68. Sacred Extra&s. 8vo. 4s. bound. Dilly. 1788. 

This book is defigned for the ufe of {chools, and probably was 
compiled by the fame hand which a fhort time fince furnifhed col.. 
letions from the Latin and Greek claffics. A few proper reafons 
are mentioned in the preface. Itis here fuppofed, that one great 
caufe of the neglect of the fcriptures in places of education is, a dif- 
approbation of reading them indifcriminately. It is alfo remarked, 
that while they are lofing ground, many trifling and uninteretting 
books fwpply their place: even hiftories of Jefus Chrift and of the 
Bible, it is added, are conveyed in language, which tends to debafe 
the fubje&t. On fuch confiderations the prefent extracts are offered. 
The chapters which are chofen from the New Teftament are thofe 
particularly recommended by Dr. Anthony Blackwall. D° 


PHILOSOPHY, &e, 


Art. 69. Ax Effay on the Caufes of the Variety of Complexion and Fi- 
ure in the human Species. To which are added, Strictures on 
Lord Kames’s ‘* Difcourfe on the original Diverfity of Man- 
kind.” By the Rev. Samuel Stanhope Smith, D. D. &c. Phila- 
delphia printed. Edinburgh reprinted. (With fome additional 
fotes, by a Gentleman of the Univerfity of Edinburgh), for 
Piliot and Co. London. 8vo. 3s. 6d. fewed. 1788. 


Art. 70. Another Edition of the above-mentioned work, reprinted 
by Stockdale, in Piccadilly. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

Dr. Smith here purfues, with much ingenuity and labour, a very 
curious enquiry. From obferving nature, and her operations, and 
the effeéts produced in them by diverfity of climate, by favage and 
focial life, by diet, exercife, and manners of living, the author 
fhews, that all the different nations of mankind may have fprung 
from one original pair; and he thence infers, that there is no occa- 
fion to have recourfe to the hypothefis of feveral original ftocks. 
The fubje&t has been amply difcuffed by Linné in his oration on the 
increafe of the habitable world, printed in the fecond volume of. the 
Amenitates Academica, a work which Dr. Smith has not perhaps feen, 
and which is got confined to man alone, but treats of animals in ge- 
neral, . 
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Dr. Smith’s arguments would lofe much of their force if detached 
or abridged. Recommending therefore the whole work to the per- 
ufal of the naturalift and the divine, we fhall conclude with one 
brief remark, en paffant, on what our author, in contending for the 
power of climate, and the changes it produces on animals, &c. fays 
of the negroes. He affirms, that the. native blacks in America 
mend in their colour, features, and hair, in every generation. This 
would be controverted, no doubt, by a negro critic, who would 
certainly object to the word mend; which, however, perhaps, he 
would candidly confider as an error of the prefs, and fhortly fay, 
s* for mend, read degenerate: —and, ** for air, read wool.” 


THEOLOGY. 


Art. 71. A Letter addreffed to the Minifters of the Orthodox or Calvi- 
niftic Baptifis; particularly thofe of the Weftern Affociation;: 
fhewing the Inconfiftency of their Condué& and Worthip, and pro- 
pofing a Remedy. By one of their Brethren. 8vo. 3d. John- 
fon, &c. 

Unfcriptural doxologies, fuch as are in common ufe among dif- 
fenters of the Calviniftic perfuafion, are the objects of this writer’s 
animadverfion. Though he feems warmly interelted in his fubje&, 
he writes with candour. It is very obvious, that the worthip of God 
ought to be as fimple and general as poffible, that none may be 
offended, and all be edified. Nothing therefore is more furprifing, 
than that any diffenters, who value themfelves on account of their 
freedom from human authority, fhould be unwilling to depart from 
arbitrary and unfcriptural reftriCtions. | Wasser dle 


Art. 72. Four Marks of Antichriff; or, a Supplement to the War- 
burtonian Lecture. 8vo. 1s. Deighton. 1788. 

The title, when compared with the book, proves that we have 
here an arch writer: we will not call him a wag, both becaufe his 
fubjeét is ferious, and he alfo treats it in a grave and {ferious, 
though at the fame time a lively, and we muft add, an able manner. 
Antichrif? may be confidered as having fixed its 4ead-guarters on the 
Jeven hills of Rome, yet, fays he, may Chriftian focieties of different 
denominations become true members of its body, from confpiring in 
the fame views, and from ufurping the fame authority, which have 
ftamped this mark of ignominy on the forehead of the Romith 
church.—The marks which are here fpecified are briefly thefe: 1. 
An exercife of religious power over the minds by the governor, and a 
fubmiffion to this power in the yudje#. 2. Enjoining other terms of 
communion than thofe required and appointed by our Lord himfelf 
and his apoftles. 3. An inordinate {pirit of ambition, or love of 
pre-eminence and power. ‘The fourth criterion is pointed out by 
introducing a paflage of fcripture: Matt. vii. 13, 14. ¢ Enter ye in 
atthe /frait gate,” &c. It may be farther explained by thefe words 
of the author, * zy conititution of religion that counterads this 
purpofe (viz. of recalling men to virtue and happinefs), and con- 


fpires with the general depravity of manners, muff be a member of ' 


the body of Antichrif.’ Each of thefe topics he illuftrates; under 
one of them (the fecond) he points to a particular fubjeé&t, when 


many will be inclined to think a more general account might have 
fufficed, 
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fufficed.. -He will certainly be faid to have dipped his pen in galls 


as. he writes with too great feverity. But with this we have nothin 

to do, nor are we concerned either to fupport or oppofe the charge 
he brings. ‘There may be thofe whofe honour and intereft are deeply 
affeted by it. The writer calls on ecclefiaftical dignitaries, — for 
(miferabile diu !) the church of Empland is immediately intended, — 
and on.the noted champion Dr. Horfley by name, affuring them, 
that whenever they make a reply, he will throw afide the veil, and 
dire&tly give them his name,—For farther information, we refer ta 


the pamphlet. }hq,.. 5. 

Art. 73. Hints, &c. fubmitted to the Attention of the Clergy, No- 
bility, and Gentry, zew/y aflociated. By a Layman, a true Friend 

‘ to the Coniftitution, in Church and State. 8vo. 1s. Riving- 

tons, &c: 1788. 

This anonymous call to ecclefiaftical reformation, ftates feveral 
faéts, refpecting the hiflory of the liturgy, and the repeated at- 
tempts which have been made, by men of the firft diftinction for 
rank, learning, and perfonal merit, toward @ revifal; and points 
out feveral particulars.of amendment which are now generally and 
earneftly defired. The author pleads, that no time could ever be 
more favourable to fuch an undertaking than the prefent, and re- 
commends an immediate attention to this bufinefs as of great im- 
portance to the fupport of the credit and influence of religion. The 
hints are good; the plea is weighty; but we fear the convenient 


Jeafon is not yet arrived, , ve 
Art. 74. A Letter to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, thewing the 

Neceffity of'a Clerical Reform; and containing a Plan for re. 

medying the Grievances of the Inferior Clergy. By Mr. War- 

burcon. 8vo. 18. 6d. Nicol]. 1788. 

Mr. W. expreffes great furprife, that the formal exterior of 
Chriftianity, fhould have been fo long fupported under the in- 
cumbrance of fo many abfurdities ; and calls on every man who is 
a friend to the church to.accelerate its reformation, in order to fave 
it from ruin. His plan of reform is, that every rector, vicar, &c. 
fhall pay one fourth part of the annual revenue of his benefice to his 
oficiating curate; that no beneficed clergyman fhail perform any 
parochial duty out of his own parith for any pecuniary confideration ; 
and that every clergyman fhall be liable to forfeit gol. for non- 
refidence for the fpace of one entire month The propofal ori- 

inates from a petition lately prefented by the inferior clergy of 
pine to the Bifhop of Cheiter; and the fubject has certainly 
an urgent claim on the attention of the legiflature. ye 


Art. 75. Effay on the Advantages of the Knowledge revealed to 

Mankind, concerning the Holy Spirit. By the Rev. Jofeph 

Whiteley, A M, late of Magdalen’ College, Cambridge. gto. 

_1s. Leeds, printed ; London, fold by Johnfon. 1788. 

The doétrine. of the Divine influence accords well both with na- 
tural and revealed religion. The ftrict Calviniftic opinion of the 
operation of the /pirit, may or may not, for aught we know, entirely cor- 
refpond with either, Some years ago a work was publifhed by the 
celebrated Bp. Warburton, called the Do4rine of Grace, in which, if 
we rightly recollect, his Lordthip feems to confine the operation of 
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the Spirit to the miraculous effufion in the early age of Chriftianity, 
and the infpiration of the Scriptures, in the poffeflion of which all 
might be faid to be under its guidance and influence. Mr. Whiteley 
extends the idea much farther, and fuppofes this Divine agency re- 
quifite for faith and repentance; for the attainment and improve- 
ment of virtuous difpofitions and habits, for confolation, peace and 
joy. At the fame time he obferves this agency is not compulfive ; 
its purpofe is moral improvement, and leaves full fcope to the ex- 
ercile of the moral powers, and while it co-operates with human 
endeavours gives ample room for fincerity, attention, and exertion. 
He enters not into any enquiry concerning the meaning of the 
fcripture terms, Holy Spirit, or Holy Ghoft ; but applies his remarks toa 
practical ufe. ‘The effay is intermixed with feveral quotations from 
. ancient writers; but though the heathen faggs and poets fometimes 
fpeak of a Divine Effatus, their notions concerning it were not only 
uncertain, but often wild and fuperftitious; and they even appear 
to have been not always directed to a moral end,. The differtation 
is ingenious and ufeful; and, like fome former pieces by this 
writer, which have been duly noticed in our Reviews, gained the 


Norrifian prize. Hi...8. 


Art. 76. Thoughts on the Duty of Man relative to Faith in Fefus 
Chrife: in which Mr. Andrew Fuller’s leading Propofitions on 
that Subject are confidered. By John Martin. Part I. 12mo 
2s. Buckland. 17388. 

We are wearied with attending to publications of this kind ; 
difputes between we know not who, concerning, we had almoft faid, 
we know not what. In the prefent pamphlet, there appears to be a 

reat deal of trifling, about words and phrafes, which fome may 
dignify by the name of werbal critici/fm. ‘The title-page intimates 
that there is to be a fequel; poflibly, when that appears, we may 
have a little more to fay on the fubjeét. De 


Art. 77. Free Thoughis on the Extent of the Death of Chrift, the 
Doétrine of Reprobation, &c. By James Skinner, 1zmo. 6d, 
Buckland. 17838. 

Surely there can be little piety and little comfort in fuch repre- 
fentations of the Divine Being as an ignorant heathen might give of 
Moloch, or other ferocious and fanguinary idols!—To fentiments of 
fuch a kind this pamphlet is oppofed ; and we truft that both reafon 
and revelation vindicate the oppofition, ‘The Author may probably 
be, in fome refpeéts, of popular, or what are deemed orthodox 


Opinions, but nature, reafon, religion, in him, all revolt (and 


furely with juftice) againft the do&trine of reprobation. Do 





SERMONS in Commemoration of THE REVOLUTION, continued ; 
See our laft Review. 


I. Preached at Whittington, Derbyfhire, on the Grand Jubilee, or 
Centenary Commemoration of the glorious Revolution, 1688. By 
Samuel Pegge, M.A. Rector of Whittington. 4to. 1s. Gardner, &c. 
Mr. Pegge reduces the nature, and the concomitant bleflings of 

the two deliverances commemorated on the 5th of November, to the 


two general heads of Church and State. 
Under 
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Under the firft head, he gives a proper defcription of what are 
juftly termed she horrors of popery,—‘ the inquifitorial cruelties, and 
the defpotic tyranny exercifed over the con{ciences of men, praétifed 
and allowed of in the church of Rome.’—He remarks, that the free 
- fe of the Scriptures, in our native tongue,*is a principal advantage 

derived to us from the Revolution; and thatwhen the clergy exhort 
their hearers to perufe their Bibles, they difplay ‘ the true fpirit and 
genius of Proteftantifm.’ . 

So far all is well; but, with regard to what follows, many good 
Proteftants, we apprehend, will object to fome expreflions.—* Lhe 
dofrines of our church,’ fays he, * contained in the 39 Articles, are 
conformable to the holy feripture, and can be proved therefrom ; and 
as to our form of church government, and our liturgy, they approach 
as nearly to the models of primitive antiquity, as the diftance of time, 
aud change of manners and cultoms, in the common courfe of things 
can poflibly admit.’ [Here it may be obferved, we hope without of- 
fence, that fome of the brightef? ornaments of our church have expreffed 
themfelves fomewhat differently on this head.| He proceeds. * Some 
DISCONTENTED SPIRITS, GIVEN TO CHANGE, are diffatisfied with 
fome matters in the Liturgy; but the soper-mMiNvED think it beft 

to ket it remain as it is with all its blemifbes*, and to leave thefe pz- 
TULANT HUMORISTS to the enjoyment of their own re/tle/sue/s and 
Jfangularity.’ 

Here fome of thofe who, from a ‘fincere admiration of the real 
beauties of the Liturgy, wifh to fee its BLEMISHES removed, may 
be led to fufpeét that the venerable preacher hath unwarily caught a 
little of that smpofing {pirit of the church of Rome, which he hath, 
himfelf, fo juftly condemned ; and they may poflibly afk, “* to what 
purpofe does he exhort nis hearers to read the fcriptures, if they are 
not to judge for themfelves with refpect to their meaning; and are 
to be branded as difcontented Jpirits and petulant humouriffs given to 
change, if they do thus exercife their underftandings ?”’ 

We entirely agree with Mr. Pegge, in what he has advanced 
under the fecond head, refpeéting the privileges beftowed on us by 

. the reEvoLuTioNn; and we think, with him, that thefe bleffings 
may be loft, in confequence of a general depravity of manners and 
principles ; of which many fymptoms are already but tco apparent: 
fuch as, a decay of Chriftian piety—a general profanation of the fab- 
bath—and an open and avowed indulgence in fornication and adul- 
tery, while offenders in this fhameful practice are as well received, and 
as much carefled, as the moft virtuous and modeft charaéters. Add 
to thefe, gaming, which leads to duelling and fuicide.—He alfo 
mentions the rottenne/s and venality of our parliamentary boroughs, as 
a main-fource of the wickednefs of the age; and he Seon by 
calling on the bifhops and clergy, the great officers of ftate, the 
nobility in general ; the learned fages of the law, the juftices of the 
peace, &c. &c. to concur in the good work of reformation. As to 
the commonalty, he very properly advifes them to be frugal and 
quiet, fober and honeft; to obey the laws; to be fubjeé& to the 


a 





* What! Slemifves in our Liturgy! Surely, this muft be a flip of 
the pen: even the fen cf orthodoxy ! 
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higher powers ; and, above all, to be punctual in the difcharge of their 
duty to God.—On the whole,’ we fcruple not, with the few excep- 
tions already hinted, to recommend this asa plain, ferious, perti- 
nent, well intended, and afeful difcourfe. Boeeeesw. 


II. In Commemorationsof the great Storm of Wind, Nov. 27,1703; 
and of the more dreadful Storm which threatened the Deitruction 
of Britifh Freedom, at the Eve of the Revolution: preached in 
Little Wild-ftreet, Nov. 27, 1788. By Samuel Stennet, D. D. 
8vo. 1s, Buckland. 1788. 

The Account which the Dr. gives us of the abovementioned temi- 

eft, its vaft extent, and the damage done by it, is hardly credible, 

did he not aflure us, that he took it from a refpectable writer, who 

fuppofes it to have been one of the moft tremendous ftorms recorded 

in hiftory. The land, the houfes, charches, trees, and rivers, 
feverely felt its fury. Ona moderate computation 80co perfons (in 
this country) loft their lives; among whom, Dr. Kidder, Bithop of 

Bath and Wells, and his Lady, were crufhed to death by the fall of 

their own houfe. In one level 15,000 fheep were drowned; and 

the writer before mentioned declares, that he himfelf reckoned 

17,000 trees torn up by their roots in Kent, and, when tired with 

the number, he left off reckoning. In fhort, the damage, he affirms, 

exceeded that of the fire of London, which was eftimated at four 
millions. ‘The preacher proceeds: ) 

‘ We have juft /e/t the horrors of the dark and difmal night that 
preceded the 27th of November, 1703, when the winds blew, the 
kkies blackened, the earth fhook, and the hearts of men failed them 
with difmay ; and we have enjoyed the happy calm that fucceeded it. 
Let us now fée/ the horrors of that more dreadful tempeft, which 
was impending on this country in the year 1688; and let us fhare 
with our pious anceitors in the joy they felt cn the ever memorable 
5th of November.” When William the Third ‘‘ came, faw, and 
conquered,” * tyranny turned pale, the arm of defpotifm was un- 
nerved, bigotry fkulked into filence, perfecution fled, and the black 
defigns of the fons of darknefs were fruftrated.’ 

Having defcribed, in pathetic terms, the dreadful fituation to 
which we were reduced by James II. and our glorious deliverance by 
King William, Dr. Stennet proceeds to make fuch obfervations as 
every Briton will readily adopt; and with which we fhall con- 
clude our account of this fenfible difcourfe. ‘ Letus recollect, with 
heartfelt joy and gratitude, the ineftimable bleflings we have en- 
joyed under the-mild adminiftrations of the two Princes of the houfe 
of Brunfwick, who have already reigned ;—and that happy confirm- 
ation and enlargement which our religious liberties have received 
under the reign of his prefent Majefty. And while we tenderly feel 
with him and his afflied family, in the mournful providence 
with which they are now vifited, letus offer our fervent and repeated 
prayers to God, that tranquillity may be reftored to his royal bofom, 
that he may again aflume the reins of government with diftinguifhed 
glory, and that, in the meanwhile, the deliberations of our great 
men, under the guidance of Heaven, may be direfted to the hap- 


piett iffue.’ 
3 D? IIf. The 

















190 ZiSinGLue SERMONS. 


Ill. The Priptiples of the Revolution afferted and vindicated, and its 
Advantages fated, in a Sermon preached at Caftle Hedingham, 
Effex, Nov. 5, 1788. By Robert Stevenfon. 8vo. 1s. Dilly. 
Taking for his text, Pfalm Ixxv. 7. Mr. Stevenfon here ftates the 

grievances under which our anceftors laboured, in the reign of 

James II. the methods, by which, under Providence, the Revolu- 

tion was effected, and the advantages derived from it,—which we 

ftill enjoy. His enlargement under thefe feveral heads is pertinent 


and judicious. B osre oe Ws 
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SINGLE SERMONS, on other Occafions. 


I. A Sermon preached in his Majefty’s Chapel, Whitehall, at the Cor- 
fecration of William Lord Bifhop of Chefter, Janwary z0, 1788, 
By Houftonne Radcliffe, D.D. Prebendary of Ely, &c. gto. 
1s. Rivingtons, &c. 

The inftitution of epifcopacy is in this difcourfe vindicated, not 
‘merely on the ground of its high antiquity, expediency, and ufeful- 
nefs, but on that of Apoftolic authority. The reader will not expe& 
that in a difcourfe of this kind, much new light fhould be caf ona 
fubje& which has been fo often difcuffed: but he will find the argu- 
ments ingenioufly ftated ; and the difcourfe is well written. ae 


II. Preached at the Primary Vifitation of the Lord Bifhop of Win- 
chefter, in the Cathedral of Winchefter, July 14, 1788, by the 
Rev. Edmund Poulter, M. A. Regtor of Crawley, &c. 4to. 1s, 
Cadell. 

Mr. Poulter thus begins his difcourfe: ‘ If the fulleft fenfe of the 
diftance, great between any fingle perfon in this aflembly, who might 
have been called upon to perform this duty, and the reft, but be- 
tween myfelf and you, infinite, give me any claim to your attention, 
who afpire_not to your applaufe, I have that claim to fuch beneficial 
compromife ; for I fhould confider it ftill as fome degree of praife 
hence to have avoided cenfure here.’ This is a fpecimen of the em- 
barraffed fyle; but, with many, the arguments which Mr. P. employs 
will be more objected to than his language. His difcourfe is ex- 
tremely open to animadverfion. We do not call in queftion his fenfe 
or learnicg, but his fond partiality to the Liturgy has induced him to 
reafon very inconclufively in its favour. Attempting to prove too 
much, he hurts his caufe. The Liturgy is certainly excellent on the 
whole ; but to reprefent it as pofefing even Juperior precifion to the 
Scriptures, as having nothing apocryphal in it, and as {fo compofed shat 
no perfon can doubt whether any one paffage in it be framed with lefs au- 
thority than the reft, with le/s accuracy inferted, or with lefs precifion 
retained, is {urely faying more ‘of it than it merits. The compilers, 
at the Reformation, deferve great praife for what they did, confider- 
ing the prejudices and habits with which they had to contend ; but 
we cannot fuppofe that they left the work perfeét. Mr. P. may ob- 
je& to the fightef alteration, and coniider the frequent repetition of 
the Lord’s Prayer as a particular excellence, but we mult continue to 


think that were the Liturgy revifed, and its redundancies lopped off, © 


it would be improved. Moo. 
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CoRRESPONDENCE ., ror 


Il. The Condu& and Doom of falfe Teachers. By John: Dick, A.M. 
8vo. 6d. Edinburgh. 1788. 
“ Not ill written, in point of ftyle; but the author appears to be 
either very ignorant of his fubject, or under the over-bearing influ- 
ence of prejudice and party zeal. Are all perfons heretical, and 
falfe, who do not affent to his creed, or that of his church? Or, do 
not many rank among the beft of mankind, who hold principles 
very different from thofe of Mr. Dick? and who, we might add; un- 
deritand them better? The difcourfe merits reprebenfion, becaufe it 
may deceive and miflead unwary and well-difpofed minds; at the 
fame time inflaming them with bitternefs and wrath, under the idea 


of religious zeal. Hi. S 


IV. Preached before the Governors of Addenbrooke’s Hofpital, June 
28, 1787, at Great St. Mary’s, Cambridge. By T. Parkinfon, 
M.A. F.R.S. Fellow of Chriit’s College, Cambridge. 4to, 15, 
Cadell. 

This is a very good difcourfe, at once political and fcriptural ; 
urging on the readers the exercife of humanity and charity (from 
Luke, x. 37.) as men, citizens, and Chrifiians. The ftyle is ftudied 
and correct, perhaps in an inflance or two rather obfcure. It ig 
fhort, but thofe who perufe it with attention, will probably find it 
(without a direct appeal to the paflions) both convincing and per- 
{uafive. The ftate of the hofpital forms the greater part of the 


pamphlet. , Hu... 8: 


V. Preached in the Parifh Church of Old Swinford, Worcefterhhire, 
3oth March, 17388. By the Rev. L. Booker. to. 1s. 6d. 
Rivingtons. ‘ 

A farewell difcourfe, from Philip. iv. 8. in which the author 
particularly recommends to the parifhioners, an attention to Sunday 
febools, and to another inftitution which he calls Female Societies, 
but the prefent management of which he entirely reprobates, in a 
note. ‘The Sermon is publifhed by requeit, and very well adapted 


to the defign. Hy...$ 


—w 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


+++ The letter figned Timothy Taperwit, is a piece of very fender 
wit indeed! Its meaning keeps pace with its pleafantry ; and its 
politenefs does not fall fhort of either.—Need we take farther no- 
tice of this knight-errant, who enters the lifts in defence of Mrs. 
Stewart, alias Rudd ?—with whom, by the way, it is impoffible for 
us to have any quarrel, If fhe is in diftrefs, we are forry for her, 
not only as a woman,: but as a woman of diffinguifbed abilities: and 
we heartily wifh that her fufferings were at an end. 





*e* Amicus Conflans will fee, by the public advertifements, that 
Dr. Campbell’s bcok is juft publifoed. In anfwer to his inquiry 
* Who is the.aathor of the Hiftory of England in a Series of Letters,’ 
&c.? We always underftood it to be the.work of that egregious 
book-maker, the late Dr, Gold{mith ; though by many (on what 
grounds 








— 
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rounds we know not) afcribed to a celebrated literary Lord.— The 
fame Correfpondent expreffes his doubts ‘ whether Cunningham, 
author of the Hiftory of England, lately publifhed by Hollingberry, 
(fee Review, vol. Ixxviii. p. 89.) be the editor of Horace.’ Many 
conjectures have been itarted on this head; but we have not been 
able to obtain any certain information. If any of our Readers 
would be kind enough to an{wer this inquiry, we fhall readily give 
our circulation to the intelligence. 
To the above correfpondent we are obliged for the hint of men. 
tioning, in future, the number of pages contained in the {everal 
wblications that come under our notice: a circumftance that, no 
doubt, will be ufeful to many of our readers, and which is become 
the more necefiary, from the fhameful practice of fome authors and 
publifhers, who make no fcraple of rating fixpenny pamphlets at 
eighteen pence, two fhillings, or even half a crown. 





*+* We ate obliged to Major Brehm for the honour of his very 
{cientific letter ; but the plan of our publication forbids its infertion ; 
our particular objet being the review of printed works, already bes 
fore the Public. —The Major’s learned fpeculations will, no doubt, 
be very acceptable to fome of the Magazines: in the moft ref pectable 


of which, they would appear with propriety. 





++{ Inquiry may be aflured that Lord Rawdon did sot fend the 
account of Mrs. Stewart’s cafe. Nor is it in the power of any PER- 
son, of whatever rank or confequence, to influence, in any degree, 
an article in the Monthly Review. We have given, with impar- 
tiality, our fentiments on Mrs, S.’s publreation ; and what we have 


written is l<ft with the Public. 





§+§ We cannot inform our Correfpondent where the Di/penfate: 
rium Fuldenfe is to be bought. The copy ufed by us was tran{mitted 


from abroad, to a private perfon. 





*t* 4. B.’s obliging Letter; dated from ‘ near Wakefield,’ men 
tions [from Lackington’s Catalogue] Dr. Ellis’s ‘* Knowlegeof Di- 
vine Things from Revelation, &c. 1771.” with the following note ; 
«¢ This work is very curious; very learned, and excetdingly enter- 
taining and inftrudtive. It ran through two very large editions; 
without being inferted in any Review, or any way advertifed.”— 
There may be fuch a work; but our plan does not extend to books 
which are publifoed, as the Infhman faid, in a private manner. 





The impertinent Letter, relative to Mrs. Stewart’s cafe, and 
fo claflically figned Omnes Veritas, is unworthy of further notice. 





ee Ocher Letters in our next. 
7 . _- s - ai 





Review for Jan. p. 63, 1. penult. dele the word ‘ agreea ap” | 
P. 690. of the laft Appendix, line 31, for ‘ gyp or plaifters,’ read 
gps oF plaifers | 
eat 











